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When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 
Judges 6:12

Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the 
least in my family.” Judges 6:15

God loves to use below average people.

The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or 
Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ Judges 7:2

Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount 
Gilead.’ ” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. Judges 7:3

Often, the way forward with God will seem backward to us.

Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the 
hands of all of them, with torches inside.
“Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I 
do. When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow 
yours and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.’ ” Judges 7:16-18

Don’t be afraid of the tension.


