
PATTERNS
SERVING

James 2:14-18
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and 
daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does 
nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it 
is not accompanied by action, is dead.

But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You 
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-and shudder.

“What good is it,..., if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 
save them?” James 2:14

A Faith that works is an Active Faith

A Faith that Works Changes Who We Are to the Core

Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to 
get eternal life?”

“Why do you ask me about what is good?”Jesus replied. “There is only One who is 
good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.”

“Which ones?” he inquired.
Jesus replied, “ ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, 

you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your 
neighbor as yourself.’”

“All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?”
Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

Matthew 19:16-22

A Faith That Works Changes Those Around Us.

Romans 12:9-21 (NLT)
Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to 
what is good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each 
other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our 
confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When God’s people are in 
need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.



Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. Be 
happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with 
each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think 
you know it all!
Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you 
are honorable. Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the 
Scriptures say,
“I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord.
Instead,
“If your enemies are hungry, feed them.
If they are thirsty, give them something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap
burning coals of shame on their heads.”
Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.


