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JESUS CHOSE ORDINARY PEOPLE

And He said to them, “Follow Me [as My disciples, accepting Me as your Master and
Teacher and walking the same path of life that | walk], and | will make you fishers of
men.” Matthew 4:19

But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of
God.” 1 John 1:12

“And | am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his
work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” Philippians 1:6

“Now when the men of the Sanhedrin (Jewish High Court) saw the confidence and
boldness of Peter and John, and grasped the fact that they were uneducated and
untrained [ordinary] men, they were astounded, and began to recognize that they had
been with Jesus.” Acts 4:13

1. Jesus allows trials so we can grow.

“Oh Simon, Simon, do you know that Satan has asked to have you all to sift like
wheat? —but | have prayed for you that you may not lose your faith. Yes, when you
have turned back to me, you must strengthen these brothers of yours.” Luke 22:31-32

2. Sometimes what God does is beyond our comprehension.

“Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life.” John 6:68

3. Jesus asks us to forgive others.

“Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should | forgive someone who
sins against me? Seven times?” “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy
times seven!” Matthew 18:21-22

“In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay
back all he owed.” Matthew 18:34

4. Even if we give up on ourselves, he will never give up on us.



“But go, tell His disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will
see Him, just as He told you.”” Mark 16:7

“He called out, “Fellows have you caught any fish?” “No,” they replied. Then he

said, “Throw out your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get some!” So
they did, and they couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many fish in it. Then
the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it

was the Lord, he put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), jumped into the water,
and headed to shore.” John 21:5-7

“After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more
than these others do?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know | love you.” “Then feed
my lambs,” Jesus told him. Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you
love me?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know | love you.” “Then take care of my
sheep,” Jesus said. A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know
everything. You know that | love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.” John
21:15-17

5. Jesus’ call “to become” is very personal, very costly, and totally worth it.

“I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; you
dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will
stretch out your hands, and others will dress you and take you where you don’t want to
go.” Jesus said this to let him know by what kind of death he would glorify God. Then
Jesus told him, “Follow me.” Peter turned around and saw behind them the disciple
Jesus loved—the one who had leaned over to Jesus during supper and asked, “Lord,
who will betray you?” Peter asked Jesus, “What about him, Lord?” Jesus replied, “If |
want him to remain alive until | return, what is that to you? As for you, follow me.”

John 21:18-22

“Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life.” John 6:68

“Now we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an
inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of
change and decay. And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until
you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.
So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many
trials for a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested
as fire tests and purifies gold —though your faith is far more precious than mere gold.
So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise
and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. You
love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you
trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. The reward for trusting him
will be the salvation of your souls.” 1 Peter 1:4-9



