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organ Suite (from Livre d’Orgue) Pierre du Mage

at thE ProCEssion
hymn 537 “Christ for the world we sing!” Moscow

Celebrant, Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People, and blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. amen.

thE Ministry of thE word

thE CollECt for Purity [page 355]

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. amen.

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me. 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 
we remember his death,
we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming in glory.

The Celebrant continues.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

thE lord’s PrayEr 

our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. give us this day our 
daily bread. and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever. amen.

at thE BrEaking of thE BrEad

Celebrant, Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People, therefore let us keep the feast. alleluia.

agnus dEi   Harold Darke
from Communion Service in F 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

at thE CoMMunion

All are welcome to receive the Holy Communion. The bread is received in 
the open palm. The wine, if desired, may be taken from the common cup by 
drinking (placing your hand gently on the base of the chalice to guide it) or 
by dipping the wafer of bread. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please come 
forward to the altar rail and ask the priest when the bread is offered to you.

If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are welcome to come forward 

for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.

During communion time, clergy and lay ministers will also be at the prayer 
desks to offer healing prayers. You are welcome to receive the laying on of 
hands and a prayer in the name of Christ for healing of body, mind or spirit, for 
yourself or for another. Please note that all prayers are kept confidential and if 
you want follow-up you must initiate the discussion.

anthEM “Hide not thou thy face” Richard Farrant 
St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Hide not thou thy face from us, O Lord, 
and cast not off thy servants in thy displeasure; 
for we confess our sins unto thee, 
and hide not our unrighteousness. 
For thy mercy’s sake, deliver us from all our sins.

anthEM “O Master, let me walk with thee” Calvin Hampton
St. Bartholomew’s Boy and Girl Choristers

O Master, let me walk with thee
in lowly paths of service free;
tell me thy secret; help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care.
Help me the slow of heart to move
by some clear, winning word of love;
teach me the wayward feet to stay,
and guide them in the homeward way.
Teach me thy patience; still with thee
in closer, dearer company,
in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
in trust that triumphs over wrong,
in hope that sends a shining ray
far down the future’s broadening way,
in peace that only thou canst give,
with thee, O Master, let me live.

PrayEr aftEr CoMMunion [page 365] Said by all.

Eternal god, heavenly father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your son, our savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body and Blood. send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ 
our lord. amen.

BlEssing 

disMissal
People’s Response. thanks be to god.

hyMn “Lord, you give the great commission” Tully
Found on the music insert.

organ Final (from Symphonie IV)    Charles-Marie Widor

St. Bart’s, 325 Park Avenue at 51st Street, New York, New York 10022
212-378-0222, central@stbarts.org, stbarts.org



Here is a place that is ancient and new, a faith that we hold going  
back to Jesus, back to his spiritual ancestors, back to those who walked 
the earth and found holy ground. And what we do is often based on 
really ancient patterns—worship and music; loving service to the poor, 
the hurting, the lonely; working for justice and peace; lively, fearless 
education and formation of minds and souls. And that faith is also 
completely contemporary, engaged in the culture and the needs of  
the moment.

What we are for
The dignity and worth of every person. An open minded, passionate 
commitment to truth. The importance of everyone’s own spiritual 
journey. God’s friends wherever we find them. Seeking Christ in every 
person who comes through the door. The sacredness of life’s rites of 
passage. The value of community. The hard work necessary to make 
sure that all are welcomed. Telling the truth about life’s challenges.  
A “user-friendly” church experience. Children, youth and families.

What we are against
Claiming to have all the answers. Elitism and exclusivism, especially 
in church. Bigotry for any reason. Authoritarianism. Indifference to 
injustice and suffering. Certitude in the face of ambiguity and superficial 
answers to hard questions. Boring sermons, bad music and general 
cluelessness. (So, God help us, because we don’t always avoid these!)

What we value
Community, open hearts, open minds, open arms. Faith. Fortitude. 
Staying current, but equally staying rooted in tradition. Reason and 
honesty. Civic responsibility as New Yorkers, Americans and global 
citizens. Debate that allows for mutual respect. Music and beauty for 
their own sake. Joy in God’s creation. Anyone who makes an effort to 
get to know and follow Jesus.

We are so glad you are here!

EVERYBODY
NEEDS

A PLACE

You can find yours here.
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Prelude    La Nativité (from Trois Poèmes Liturgiques, Op. 2),  Jean Langlais (1907-1991)
		  La Crêche — The manger
		  Les Anges — The angels
		  Les Bergers — The shepherds
		  La Sainte Famille — The Holy Family

In a humble stable, on a quiet night Mary and Joseph await the birth of Christ the Savior. When the  
child is born, the heavenly host appears to the shepherds and sings of the wondrous birth at Bethlehem.  
The Shepherds come to the crèche and offer their most tender melodies in adoration of the Christ-child.  
The Holy Family dwells serenely in the peace of the Lord.

The people stand as the hymn begins.
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Hymn 83 (Stanzas 1, 2, 3, and 6)

Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others.
Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786), descant by David Willcocks (1919-2015).
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The Opening Acclamation
Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity
Presider	 �Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

All	  Amen.

Gloria in excelsis     The Combined Choirs
			          Holly Thomas, Margaret Bergmark-Williams, Wendy Gilles, soloists   

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax 
hominibus bonæ voluntatis.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te,
adoramus te, glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.
Domine Deus, Rex cælestis, Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe.
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, 
qui tollis peccata mundi 
miserere nobis,
qui tollis peccata mundi 
suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 
miserere nobis.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus.
Tu solus Dominus. 
Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe, 
cum Sancto Spiritu 
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
We praise you, we bless you,
we worship you, we glorify you,
we give thanks to you for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
only Son of the Father, Jesus Christ, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us,
you take away the sin of the world;
receive our prayer. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Music: from Mass at the Crèche, George Malcolm (1917-1997).

The Ministry of the Word

The Collect for the Nativity of Our Lord
Presider	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.

Presider	 �Let us pray.  
�Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be 
born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever.

All	� Amen.

The people sit.

The First Lesson    Isaiah 52:7–10

Lector 	 A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

 	� How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who 
brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your 
sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of 
the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has 
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the 
eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Lector 	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.
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Carol     St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Resonet in laudibus
cum jucundis plausibus
Sion cum fidelibus:
apparuit quem genuit Maria.

Sunt impleta quae praedixit Gabriel.
Eya, eya, Virgo Deum genuit
quod divina voluit clementia.

Hodie apparuit in Israel:
Ex Maria Virgine est natus Rex.

Let praises resound
with joyous acclaim:
To Sion’s faithful
the child born of Mary has appeared.

What Gabriel foretold has been fulfilled.
Eia, A Virgin bore God,
As the divine mercy willed.

Today He has appeared in Israel:
From the Virgin Mary is born a King.

Words: Anonymous, 14th century.
Music: Jacob Handl (1550-1591).

The Second Lesson    Hebrews 1:1–4

Lector 	 A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.

 	� Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom 
he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s 
very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Lector 	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

The people stand.

Hymn 100
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 
Music: Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872).

The Holy Gospel    John 1:1-14

Deacon    	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People 	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon    	 �In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth.

Deacon	 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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After the preacher introduces the sermon, the people sit.

The Sermon    The Reverend Canon Stephanie Spellers, Canon in Residence

The people stand with the presider.

The Nicene Creed
All		  �We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Intercessor 	� God of wonder, on this sacred morning we remember how you became one of us. Come 

among us once more. Astonish us with your good news, and be born in our hearts, we pray.

	  	� Prince of Peace, you disarm the forces of violence. End all war and hatred, and unite every 
people and nation.  

God of wonder,
People	  be born in our hearts, we pray.

Intercessor 	� Child of the Stable, you appear among the poor and the excluded. Reveal yourself to us in the 
forgotten and the dismissed.  

God of wonder,
People	  be born in our hearts, we pray.

Intercessor 	� Word made Flesh, you sanctify our bodies with your presence. Teach us to treat all human 
bodies with care and respect.  

God of wonder,
People	  be born in our hearts, we pray.

Intercessor 	 ��Vulnerable Savior, you know what it means to suffer and be in need. Comfort those who yearn 
for your healing.

	 	 God of wonder,
People	  be born in our hearts, we pray.

Intercessor 	� Delight of the Angels, you travel the distance between heaven and earth. Bring all who have 
died to the glories of your eternal home. 

God of wonder,
People	  be born in our hearts, we pray.

Presider 	� God of wonder, you arrive in our lives in ways we can neither anticipate nor fully understand: 
may we so marvel at the mystery of your Incarnation that we neither reject it without thinking 
nor accept it without being transformed. In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birth changes 
everything. 

All	  Amen.

The Peace

Presider    	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       	 And also with you.

The people exchange a sign of God’s peace with one another and then sit.

Welcome and Announcements
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The Holy Communion

The Offertory

Carol     St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
News! News!
Jesus Christ is born today:
Ox and ass before him bow, 
And he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay, 
Remember Christ our Saviour 
Was born on Christmas day, 
To save us all from woe and sin, 
When we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

In Bethlehem, in Israel,
This blessed Babe was born, 
And laid within a manger, 
Upon that holy morn;
The which his mother, Mary, 
Did nothing take in scorn.
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Joy! Joy!
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath oped the heav’nly door, 
And man is blessed evermore. 
Christ was born for this! 

Come, ye lofty, come, ye lowly,
Let your songs of gladness ring;
In a stable lies the Holy,
In a manger rests the King;
See, in Mary’s arms reposing,
Christ by highest heav’n adored; 
Come, your circle round him closing, 
Pious hearts that love the Lord. 

The first Nowell the angels did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel. 

Words: John Mason Neale (1818-1866), Archer Thompson Gurney (1820-1887), and English traditional. 
Music: Gustav Holst (1874-1934), from traditional carol melodies.

⸬ ���We extend a special welcome to all who are new to St. Bart’s today. 
Please visit stbarts.org/hello to let us know who you are!

⸬ ���Many are surprised to learn that St. Bart’s does not have a large endowment. 
We rely on the generosity of members and visitors alike to sustain our 
ministries for the future. Visit stbarts.org/give or place your offering in  
the plate as it is passed. Thank you for your support!

Come, ye poor, no pomp of station 
Robes the child your hearts adore: 
He, the Lord of all salvation,
Shares your want, is weak and poor: 
Oxen, round about behold them; 
Rafters naked, cold and bare, 
See the shepherds, God has told them 
That the Prince of Life lies there. 

Come, ye children, blithe and merry,
This one child your model make; 
Christmas holly, leaf and berry,
All be prized for his dear sake; 
Come, ye gentle hearts, and tender, 
Come, ye spirits, keen and bold; 
All in all your homage render, 
Weak and mighty, young and old. 

High above a star is shining,
And the Wisemen haste from far: 
Come, glad hearts, and spirits pining: 
For you all has risen the star.
Let us bring our poor oblations, 
Thanks and love and faith and praise: 
Come, ye people, come, ye nations, 
All in all draw nigh to gaze. 

Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas
All others doth deface.
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace!
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one, and calls you all, 
To gain his everlasting hall:
Christ was born to save!
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The people stand as the hymn begins.

Hymn 96

Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.
Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958).
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The Great Thanksgiving  
Presider 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Presider 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		  We lift them to the Lord.
Presider 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Presider 	� It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be 
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh 
of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 
receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus     St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Music: from Mass at the Crèche, George Malcolm (1917-1997).

Presider 	� We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and 
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All 		   We remember his death,
		   We proclaim his resurrection,
		   We await his coming in glory.

Presider 	� And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of all your 
children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.

All 		   AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Presider 	 �And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All 	  	  �Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

The Fraction Anthem
The presider breaks the bread. Silence is kept.

Presider 	  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People  	  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation to Communion
Presider 	  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The people sit.

At the Communion

•	All are welcome to receive Holy Communion, including children. Please follow the instructions of the ushers.  
Both bread and wine are offered. You may receive either or both, as you prefer. Wine is received by drinking 
from the common cup. 

•	If you require a gluten-free wafer, simply request one from the communion minister when the bread is 
offered to you.

•	Those who do not wish to receive communion are still invited to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms 
over your chest to indicate that you would like a blessing.

•	If you are unable to travel to a communion station, please alert an usher so that communion can be brought 
to you. 

Agnus Dei    St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
give us peace.

Music: from Mass at the Crèche, George Malcolm (1917-1997).
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Carol    St. Bartholomew’s Choir

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day,
That sees December turned to May.

Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn,
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
‘Tis He is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven, and the under-earth.

We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome him. The nobler part
Of all the house here, is the heart.

Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly, and this ivy wreath,
To do him honour, who’s our King,
And Lord of all this revelling.
What sweeter music can we bring,
Than a carol for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?

Words: Robert Herrick (1591–1674). 
Music: John Rutter (b. 1945).

The people stand.

The Prayer after Communion
Presider 	 Let us pray.
All 	� Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing 
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Hymn 87

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.
Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915).
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The Dismissal
Deacon	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Postlude    Noël Étranger, Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

Service Participants

Presider The Reverend Zack Nyein
Preacher The Reverend Canon Stephanie Spellers
Deacon The Reverend Molly O’Neil Frank
Subdeacon The Reverend Meredith E. Ward
Assisting Clergy The Reverend Canon Andrew J. W. Mullins, The Reverend Peter D. Thompson
Chalicer Karen Gutheil

Verger Tivaun Cooper
Crucifers Sarah Bessey, Carlos Santiago
Acolytes Avi McMorrow, Mairim Pina
Ushers Christian Burke, Jean Charles, Marianthe Colakis, William Fulton, Karen Jennemann, Judy Miller, 
Frank Mugabi, Eileen Scott, Sally Sockwell, Susanne Vorster, Scott Willick

Lectors Jacquie Talbott, Bernadette Chapman
Intercessor Bill Rowe
Altar Guild Sarah Bessey

St. Bartholomew’s Choir 
Organist and Choirmaster Dr. Paolo Bordignon
Associate Organist and Choirmaster Alexander Pattavina

Director, Marketing & Communications Kara Flannery
Manager, Branding & Creative Design Ben Castellanos
Manager, Broadcast & Production Studio Niko Bakulich
Livestream Producers Chloe Pitkoff, Thatcher Pitkoff, Charles White
Livestream Host 

Director, Operations & Facilities Charles Bryant
Facilities Anthony Thomas

Source and Copyright Information
The Collect: from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709111 when applicable.
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CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS

AND
MUSIC

AT
ST. BART’S

Mary Abraham and Rob Radtke
In Gratitude for the clergy  

and musicians of St. Bart’s, 
and in memory of Caroline A. Davis

The Reverend Dr. Gaylon Barker 
and the Reverend Carla Meier 

Mrs. Mary-Hart Bartley
In Memory of Christina McCoy

Mr. David Budd  
and Dr. Catherine Belford Budd

In gratitude for St. Bart’s clergy, staff, 
and musicians

Ms. Holly Bellows
In Memory of Raymond Glynn

Mr. Robert G. Berger
In Gratitude for Paolo Bordingnon  

and Alexander Pattavina

In Honor of William K. Trafka

Ms. Sarah I. Bessey
In memory of Joe Bessey

Raphael Biran
In Memory of Arnold Langberg 

Dr. Paolo Bordignon
In Honor of the Choirs,  

Clergy, and Staff

Ms. Elizabeth Brannon
In Memory of John, Bess, Betty, Bill, 

William, Marion, and Tom

Mr. David L. Carson  
and Mr. Barry C. Hoff

In Memory of Our Mothers Barbara  
and Margaret

Susan and Joe Ceccarelli
In Memory of Rachel Foelske  

and Matronia and Silvio Ceccarelli 

Ms. Bernadette D. Chapman

Ms. Marianthe Colakis
In Memory of my parents, 
grandparents, and brother 

Ms. Jennifer Collins
In Memory of Beverly  
and Thomas Tabern

Mr. Stephen J. Dohnalek Jr.
In Memory of Neil and Mom and Dad

Manny Rodríguez-Leach  
and Eric Leach-Rodríguez

In Memory of our family and friends

Ms. Constance Evans
In Memory of Valentina Evans,  

an Angel, a.k.a. my precious mother

Mrs. Lucy Martin Gianino  
and Mr. Gioacchino S. Gianino

In Thanksgiving for Our Children and 
Grand Children: Hoopes and Gemina 

Gianino Wampler, Coleman and Adelle; 
Joel and Antonia Gianino Hoekstra, 

Jack and Anna Lucia; Gian-Murray and 
Maggie Thom Gianino,
Sebastian and Jasper

The Martin/Gianino Family
In Memory of Murray 

and Lucille Martin and Antonio 
and Josaphine Gianino

In Memory of the Reverend Irving  
and Irene Pollard

Mr. Matthew G. Gibson and the 
Reverend Peter D. Thompson

In Honor of Henry, William,  
and Wesley King

Ms. Wendy Gilles
In Memory of David A. Gilles

Ms. Mariel E. Glover
In Memory of Beryl and Sterling Holder, 

Mary and William Glover, 
and Andrew Glover

Dr. Cheryl K. Gooden 
In Memory of John and Audrey Gooden

Robert and Karen Gutheil
In Memory of Herman, Viola, and 

Warren Gutheil, Bill and Paul Fisher

Dr. Kathleen Hayes
In Memory of Nancy Gurney Hayes  
and Dr. Jeremiah Joesph Hayes, Jr.

Ms. Frederique Henriot
In Memory of my late mother, 

Dominique Henriot

Mr. Fletcher Hodges
In Memory of Chantal Hodges

Megan Burnham Honorof 
In Honor of the Honorof and 

Burnham families

Ms. Lindsay Howe
In Memory of

The Venerable Canon John A. Greco

Natalie R. Johnson and
Kenneth R. Johnson 

In Gratitude for our children  
and grandchildren
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Listing as of 
December 14, 2025

Ms. Adelaide B. Kent
In Memory of Jean Cornet

Mr. Scott R. Killian  
and Mr. Ron Bagden

In Memory of Jeffrey Harmon Smith and 
Stanley J. Weinberg

Ms. Susan Meredith Lay
In Memory of my parents,  

Rosemarie and Theodore Lay

The Liddicoat Family
In Memory of Joseph C. Liddicoat

Ms. Beth Ann Madaras
In Gratitude for Jesus my Savior  
and St. Bartholomew’s Church

In Honor of the birth of our Lord  
and Savior Jesus

Ms. Falisha Mamdani

Mr. Tim Martin
In memory of Donald and Audrey Martin 

Ms. Gerda Maynard
In Gratitude for the clergy  

and staff of St. Bart’s

Ms. Leslie McCullough Jeffries 
In Memory of our beloved son,  
Andrew McCullough Jeffries

Dr. Katherine J. McHale
In Memory of my mother, Joanne Jaye 

Ms. Kathryn McKenzie  
and Mr. Greg Pitkoff

In Memory of June, Peter, and Simon Axup, 
Beryl Bittle, Babs and Marty Blumenthal, 

Joey Giamboi, Fred Gutnick,
John and Carol Hoyes, 

Tom and Joan Hoyes, Chris Stevens

In Gratitude for
St. Bartholomew’s Choir, Singers, 

Choristers, Paolo, and Alex.  
Thank you for the spectacular music.

The Mugavero Family 
In loving memory of Ann Mugavero, 

St Bart’s Singer

The Reverend Canon 
Andrew J. W. Mullins

In Memory of Jamie Christine Mullins, 
from her loving family

Ms. Liza Page Nelson
In Memory of my parents  

Jeanne-Mann and Ron

Dr. Elaine H. Olaoye
Given with prayers for the blossoming 
of more buds of peace in the hearts of 

leaders around the world

The Reverend Molly O’Neil Frank  
and Mr. Lincoln Frank

In Memory of Stephen E. O’Neil 

Ms. Jo A. Pickett
In Memory of Doris and Johnny 
Johnson, Bill Johnson, Gay Clark 

Stoddard,  
Bob Bushnell, Gerard Petit,  

Maureen Lynch, and Cindy Gowen

Judy Randall
In Memory of my dear husband,  

Howard Siner

Judy Randall and Dr. Ken Randall
In Memory of our dear parents,

Shirley and Kenneth Randall

Ms. Barbara Rose
In Memory of Frank and Lucille Rose

Ms. Nini Rossi
In Memory of John Francis Rossi, II

Ms. Janina Sajka

Ms. Karen E. Schadow
In Gratitude for St. Bart’s clergy,  
my doctors, family, and friends

Ms. Elena Seha Flick  
and Mr. Gerald Flick

In Memory of those we love  
but see no longer

Mary Anna Smith
In Memory of Pauline Watona

David and Rebecca Smith

Mr. Brian Stansifer

Dr. Ekaterina Sukhanova
In Honor of Tatyana, Paul,  

Ljubica, Lyubov, Mahlet, and Marianne, 
Asja, Branko, and Ivan

Ms. Ann T. Taylor
In Memory of Judge  

and Mrs. Robert L. Taylor 

Mrs. Annette Thies
In Memory of my sister Jane Roth

The Reverend Peter D. Thompson
In Gratitude for the clergy, staff, and 
people of St. Bartholomew’s Church

Nalini Tiwari Greenan
In Honor of Thomas J. Greenan

Mr. Richard E. Unger
In Memory of all those I love  

but see no more

Mr. R. Brian Van Steen
In Memory of my beautiful wife,  
Laura Jeanne Steed-Van Steen 

Mr. Raymond L. Vandenberg  
and Ms. Rosalind Walrath
In Gratitude for our families, 

especially little Abby

Mrs. LaVerne Vanterpool  
and Mr. William Hazy

Mrs. Susannah Wade Lewis  
and  Mr. William Lewis
In Gratitude for Annabelle  

Victoria Helen Lewis

The Reverend Meredith E. Ward
In Memory of James and Marjory Ward, 

Frederick and Audrey Groel,  
Stanley and Pauline Ward

Dr. Michael J. Waterson  
and The Reverend Zachary Nyein

In Memory of Charles  
and Christine Coatney

Mr. Andrew B. Wolf
In Memory of Bill Moyers 

Mr. and Mrs. Morton F. Wolf

Wil Yates and Andreas Dirnagl
In Gratitude for the priests, musicians, 

and staff of St. Bart’s

Mr. Mark P. Zeisler  
and Ms. Susan Ades

In Memory of Peter, Helen, 
and Eric Zeisler
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WEEKDAYS
AT

ST. BART’S

NEXT  
SUNDAY

AT
ST. BART’S

December 28, 2025
The Holy Innocents

    �join us in person at 9 am, 11 am, and 5 pm.
      � �you may also join our sunday morning livestream service at 11 am  

 on our website (stbarts.org/worship/livestream), via YouTube or Facebook 
Live (@stbartsnyc).

  � �ring out the old, ring in the new: conversation with clergy 
The Forum will not meet on Sunday, December 28. Instead, please join Peter and 
Meredith for an informal conversation about the year that is past and the year 
that is coming. An in-person only conversation will be held at 10 am in the Great 
Hall and then a Zoom conversation will be held at 1 pm. Registration for the 
Zoom conversation is available at stbarts.org/conversation. 

Weekday offerings to recenter your soul in God’s grace 
and goodness.
holy eucharist • tuesday–thursday at 12:05 pm in the chapel
night prayer • monday–friday at 8:30 pm via zoom
bible study • wednesdays at 1 pm via zoom
imagine worship nyc • thursdays at 7 pm in the chapel
centering prayer • fridays at 9 am via zoom
 

Tree of Gifts
St. Tabitha’s Guild at St. Bart’s is sponsoring a Tree of Gifts for the 2025 holiday 
season. The tree, located in the narthex through January 4, features their handmade 
needlecrafts for Advent and Christmas. Your donations of new hats, scarves, and 
gloves are also welcome and can be placed on the tree. All items will be donated to 
Crossroads Community Services, Inc. and the Coalition for the Homeless. 
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ONGOING AND UPCOMINGONGOING AND UPCOMING
the church is open monday and friday, 9:30 am–4:30 pm 

and tuesday - thursday, 8 am - 4:30 pm for prayer and meditation
the bookstore is also open during these hours.

⸬ see all upcoming programsand events at stbarts.org/newyear ⸬

A Concert to Usher in the New Year
tuesday, december 31 at 11 pm
Ring in the new year with a fun and festive concert with 
Associate Organist and Choirmaster Alexander Pattavina, 
in recital at 11 pm, followed by a champagne reception at 
the stroke of midnight. No tickets needed but a $20 
donation is suggested.

A Choral Feast: Messe de Noël
sunday, january 4 at 11 am
"A Choral Feast" presents the opportunity to experience 
great sacred choral repertoire within their original 
context of a worship service. On Sunday, January 4,  
St. Bartholomew's Choir presents Marc-Antoince 
Charpentier’s Messe de Noël with chamber orchestra. 
Learn more at stbarts.org/choralfeast.

Epiphany Pool Party for Children, 
Youth, and Families
sunday, january 4, 12:30–2:30 pm 
All children, youth, and their families are invited to 
celebrate Epiphany with a pool party! We’ll begin with  
a traditional 5-minute “Blessing of the Waters,” before 
enjoying Epiphany-themed pool games and fun. Pizza, 
crafts and other activities will be offered in the nearby 
Children’s Playroom, and free-swim times will be 
designated for each age group. Register in advance  
at stbarts.org/poolparty.

Twelfth Night Celebration
sunday, january 4 at 5 pm
Celebrate the arrival of the Magi with an intimate service
in our candlelit chapel at 5 pm, followed by a hearty
dinner and King Cake for dessert. Space is limited and
RSVPs are required. There is no charge for the chapel
service. Dinner is $30, or $35 for reservations received
after January 2. RSVP at stbarts.org/twelfthnight.

Holy Baptism at St. Bart’s
sunday, january 11 at 11 am
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism is full initiation by water 
and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body, the Church. All 
adult believers and children of Christian parents who 
have never been baptized are welcome and encouraged 
to take this step of faith. To explore baptism for you or 
your children, please contact Curry Brinson, Associate for 
Community Engagement, at cbrinson@stbarts.org, or 
visit stbarts.org/baptism.

Grievance and Grace: A Journey  
into Shakespeare’s The Tempest
tuesdays, jan 13–feb 3, 7–8:30 pm via zoom
How do we live in community after harm has been  
done? Explore the concepts of revenge, retaliation,  
and grace in Shakespeare’s play The Tempest with St. 
Bart’s parishioner and classical actor Esther Williamson. 
Experience with Shakespeare is not required. Please 
register at stbarts.org/tempest.

Pop-Up Immigration Legal Clinic: 
Volunteers and Support Needed
tuesday, january 20, 9:30 am–2 pm
St. Bart’s Migrant Welcome Committee is partnering  
with the Diocese of New York, El Barrio Angels, and 
NYLAG to host a pop-up clinic helping asylum seekers 
apply for work authorization, now subject to a new  
$550 federal fee. We are seeking volunteers, interpreters, 
and donors to help make this clinic possible. Visit 
stbarts.org/popup for complete details. 

This We Believe: Finding God through 
Interfaith Conversation
tuesdays, jan 27–feb 10, 6:15–7:15 pm, in person
The Reverend Meredith Ward and Rabbi Sarah Berman of 
Central Synagogue facilitate a three-week series to learn 
how our different faiths understand God and community 
in challenging times and how people of faith can find 
common ground. Using texts from different moments in 
history, we will explore how those teachings speak to our 
lives today. Participation in all three sessions is requested. 
Registration is required at stbarts.org/interfaith.
January 27: Antiquity Era meets at Central Synagogue
February 3: Enlightenment Era meets at St. Bart’s
February 10: Post-Holocaust Era meets at St. Bart’s

St. Bart’s Census
The 2025 St. Bart’s Census is still open. If you consider 
St. Bart’s your church, please complete the questionnaire 
to help us update our records and learn more about our 
congregation. The deadline has been extended to January 
6, 2026. Take the census at stbarts.org/census.

Christmas Week Schedule
St. Bart’s will be closed on Friday, December 26, Thursday, January 1, and Friday, January 2. 
Our 12:05 pm midday services of Holy Eucharist, Wednesday Bible Study, and Thursday evening 

Imagine Worship service will pause after Christmas and resume the week of January 4.



Clergy and Staff

Vicar and Interim Rector The Reverend Peter D. Thompson (pthompson@stbarts.org)
Senior Associate Rector and Pastor of Imagine Worship The Reverend Zack Nyein (znyein@stbarts.org)

Senior Associate Rector The Reverend Meredith E. Ward (mward@stbarts.org)
Canon in Residence The Reverend Canon Stephanie Spellers (sspellers@stbarts.org) +
Assistant Rector The Reverend Canon Andrew J.W. Mullins (amullins@stbarts.org) *

Assisting Priest The Reverend Molly O’Neil Frank (moneilfrank@stbarts.org) +
Deacon The Reverend Deacon John F. Wirenius (jwirenius@stbarts.org) *

Organist and Choirmaster Dr. Paolo Bordignon (pbordignon@stbarts.org)
Associate Organist and Choirmaster Mr. Alexander Pattavina (apattavina@stbarts.org)

Administrative Associate for Music Mr. Ian Anderson (ianderson@stbarts.org)

Director of Parish Life and Events Ms. Veronica Shea (vshea@stbarts.org)
Associate for Parish Life and Events Mr. Paul Rodriguez (prodriguez@stbarts.org)
Associate for Community Engagement Mr. Curry Brinson (cbrinson@stbarts.org)

Associate for Next Generation Ministries Ms. Effie Diprenda (ediprenda@stbarts.org)
Director of Development Ms. Susannah Wade Lewis (swadelewis@stbarts.org)

Manager of Development Mr. Brian Van Steen (bvansteen@stbarts.org)
Head Verger Ms. Sarah Bessey (sbessey@stbarts.org) *

* Non-stipendiary  + Part-time

The Vestry of St. Bart’s 

Wardens Miriam K. Schneider, Ray Vandenberg

Rachel Farrar, Dall Forsythe, Jennifer Fuller, David Hilder, Tim Hook, 
Natalie Johnson, Mary Robin Jurkiewicz, James Marion, Lizzie Min, 

Kari Parks, Robert Radtke, Robert Sweeney, Mary Kate Wold

Chancellor Patrick MacMurray
Assistant Chancellors Anne Rabbino, Douglas Tanner, Alice Yurke-Davis

Honorary Wardens Fletcher Hodges III, Percy Preston, Jr.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH
325 park avenue

new york, ny 10022
info@stbarts.org

@stbartsnyc

stbarts.org


