
 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS | MATT READ 
 
Who teaches you and where do you go for wise council?  
 
Growing up my Dad constantly encouraged me to be teachable, to be humbly willing to learn 
from others. With this core characteristic I have always sought out wise, discerning, godly 
mentors for every season of my ministry. This next season will be the same. Some of the 
mentors are authors whom I read regularly such as Chip Ingram, Norman Geisler and Dallas 
Willard. Currently, Pastor John is one of those mentors and even with him entering a new 
season of ministry I still consider him a mentor and will continue to seek his counsel. I also meet 
with a representative from the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio regularly. Pastor John 
introduced me to him as a man of integrity and prayer. He is someone I go to for wise counsel. 
Jersey Church also has a strong Church Council of wise and discerning men who I will regularly 
seek out for advice. I have multiple college friends who are either pastors or former pastors 
who are theologically conservative and have provided helpful perspectives. Finally, my father-
in-law, Sam Koon, regularly speaks into my life wisdom, discernment, and godly insight. Each of 
these relationships I lean on to learn and gather wisdom and discernment when I am working 
through challenges and decisions.   
 
 
What is your vision for God's church at Jersey?  
 
My vision for Jersey Church involves three things: Prayer, Calling, and Sending. First, that we 
would be a praying church. Prayer is the act of stopping to seek God. It can be seeking Him 
corporately or privately. When we pray, we humble ourselves and enter into direct 
conversations with Jesus Christ. In every aspect of our lives this is where we should start. If we 
seek the will of God, in prayer, as a church, He will do powerful things through us and in us. 
Second, is knowing and accepting our calling. God has not only called us into a saving 
relationship with Him, but He has called us to specific tasks for the furthering of His Kingdom. I 
envision Jersey being a church which helps people understand their calling and take steps of 
obedience into it. When every individual is taking steps into their calling, God will break 
through into the world and change people’s lives. Third, is sending. After we have sought the 
Lord’s will in prayer and for our individual calling, I see Jersey being a church which sends 
people out to begin movements for the Kingdom of God. The idea of sending people out can 
take a variety of forms, but all of them are focused around people taking steps of faith to 
further the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the World.  
 
When we pray, answer the call on our lives, and send each other out to begin kingdom 
movements, we will see the Gospel of Jesus Christ spread across central Ohio, the United States 
of America and the World. When this occurs growth will happen. Growth will come from 
obedience to God. It is God who changes people’s lives and when we obey in faith He will grow 
the church.  



 
 
How critical do you feel personal evangelism is to the health of the church, and how do you 
model that discipline in your walk with Christ?  
 
I feel evangelism is very critical to the health of the church. In Matthew 28 Jesus commands the 
twelve Disciples to “Go” and “baptize,” meaning they were to go and proclaim the good news 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people. When the people accepted Christ as their Savior they 
were to be baptized. Those words of Jesus were not just a command to the twelve disciples, but 
to the church which is made up of all Christians. Individually, Christians should regularly be 
making an attempt to tell people about the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
In my personal life I regularly cultivate relationships with unbelievers whom God has placed 
around me with the hope of telling them about Jesus. I have found relationships with 
unbelievers in my neighborhood, in my kids' school, parents of my kids' friends, guests at 
church, and coaches of my kids' sports teams. For the last five years my son's elementary school 
has invited me in to tell the Christian story of Christmas. Each time I clearly present the Gospel 
to 60 kindergarteners and their teachers. I have had numerous conversations with neighbors 
about Jesus as well. My wife and I work hard to invite people to church and include them in 
church events with the hope of them coming to know Jesus.  
 
 
Do you agree with the BFM?  
 
Yes. Please see the document regarding my thoughts on the BF&M. 
 
 
What is your belief in the Biblical time frame to come. What happens to the nation of Israel 
during that time frame? 
 
I agree with the BF&M Article X on Last Things. No one knows when, but Christ will return and 
judge the living and the dead. Those who believe in Jesus Christ will be saved at the second 
coming. I believe Israel always holds a special place in God’s heart and Kingdom and I believe as 
we draw closer to the second coming of Christ there will be a revival within the Jewish nation. 
 
 
What is your view of the structure of the church according to the Scripture?  
 
Article VI in the BF&M states well the responsibilities and structure of the church. It includes 
the responsibility of each member within the autonomous local congregation, as well as the 
offices of pastor and deacon. I am in complete agreement with this article.  
 
 
 



 
Do you believe one’s salvation can be lost? 
 
I do not believe a person can lose their salvation. 
 
 
What do you see as the biggest challenge, in our Jersey Church, for a new pastor? How do you 
see yourself, obviously with God’s help, overcoming or meeting that or any other challenges 
you foresee? 
 
I believe the biggest challenge for the new pastor will be following Pastor John as Senior Pastor. 
Pastor John has served with faithful distinction for over 40 years. In any scenario it would be 
difficult to follow someone who has served for that long, but especially when the person has 
done it so well. I plan to work through this challenge through seeking the Lord through much 
prayer and Scripture, seeking wise counsel, and by living out who God has made me to be. I will 
use this same strategy to face all challenges I will encounter as Senior Pastor.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RESPONSES TO THE BAPTIST FAITH & MESSAGE | MATT READ 
 
A note from Matt 
According to Jersey Church’s constitution: “It is the role of the Senior Pastor to support and 
protect the doctrinal integrity of the church. Our church constitution has assigned to the Senior 
Pastor to teach, preach, and interpret the Scripture as the Church’s spiritual leader consistent 
with the Baptist Faith and Message (BF&M). I completely and whole heartedly affirm the Baptist 
Faith and Message. It was this statement of belief which strongly influenced my becoming a 
Southern Baptist Pastor. I appreciate its biblical basis and focus on the primarily doctrinal 
aspects of Christianity. It is well written and helpful for keeping a Christian, a church and a 
denomination aligned with God’s Word. Below I will provide some thoughts under each section of the 
BF&M. 
 
 

Baptist Faith & Message 2000 
 
 

I. The Scriptures 
The Holy Bible was wri`en by men divinely inspired and is God’s revelaaon of Himself to man. It 
is a perfect treasure of divine instrucaon. It has God for its author, salvaaon for its end, and 
truth, without any mixture of error, for its ma`er. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and 
trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain 
to the end of the world, the true center of Chrisaan union, and the supreme standard by which 
all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a tesamony to 
Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelaaon. 
  
I affirm the BF&M statement on The Scriptures. 
 
Ma8: I believe, in agreement with the BF&M, the Bible is God’s Word and is divinely inspired 
without error.  The Bible is not only my theological and doctrinal guide, but a guide for how I 
strive to live my life. I read, meditate upon, and memorize it as a daily pracGce in my life.  
 
 

II. God 
There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, 
the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all 
other perfecaons. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends to all 
things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions of His free creatures. To Him we 
owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with disanct personal a`ributes, but without division of nature, 
essence, or being. 



  
I affirm the BF&M statement on God. 
 
Ma8: There is only one God. He reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, in life I owe my “highest love, reverence and obedience” to Him alone. 
 
A. God the Father 
God as Father reigns with providenaal care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the 
stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all knowing, 
all loving, and all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in His aftude toward all men. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on God the Father. 
 
Ma8:  God is my Heavenly Father because I am His son through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
B. God the Son 
Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnaaon as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon 
Himself human nature with its demands and necessiaes and idenafying Himself completely with 
mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and in His 
subsatuaonary death on the cross He made provision for the redempaon of men from sin. He 
was raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to His disciples as the person who 
was with them before His crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right 
hand of God where He is the One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the 
reconciliaaon between God and man. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and 
to consummate His redempave mission. He now dwells in all believers as the living and ever 
present Lord. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on God the Son. 
 
Ma8: Christ saved me at the age of 5 through the witness of my parents.  I believe that Jesus 
Christ is fully man and fully God and now is my Lord. 
 
C. God the Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the 
Scriptures. Through illuminaaon He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He 
convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour, and effects 
regeneraaon. At the moment of regeneraaon He bapazes every believer into the Body of Christ. 
He culavates Chrisaan character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gihs by which 
they serve God through His church. He seals the believer unto the day of final redempaon. His 
presence in the Chrisaan is the guarantee that God will bring the believer into the fullness of 
the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship, 
evangelism, and service. 



 
I affirm the BF&M statement on God the Holy Spirit. 
 
Ma8: I believe the Holy Spirit is fully God.  As He giPs all believers for the tasks God has called 
them to, He has equipped me with the giPing necessary to serve as a Senior Pastor. 
 
 

III. Man 
Man is the special creaaon of God, made in His own image. He created them male and female 
as the crowning work of His creaaon. The gih of gender is thus part of the goodness of God’s 
creaaon. In the beginning man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with 
freedom of choice. By his free choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human 
race. Through the temptaaon of Satan man transgressed the command of God, and fell from his 
original innocence whereby his posterity inherit a nature and an environment inclined toward 
sin. Therefore, as soon as they are capable of moral acaon, they become transgressors and are 
under condemnaaon. Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable 
man to fulfill the creaave purpose of God. The sacredness of human personality is evident in 
that God created man in His own image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore, every person 
of every race possesses full dignity and is worthy of respect and Chrisaan love. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on Man. 
 
Ma8: I affirm that all humans are made in the image of God.  Tragically, because of the Fall, 
every person is broken in sin and “only the grace of God can bring man into His holy 
fellowship.” I embrace the person God made me at birth.  I strive to be a man of God and 
teach my sons to do the same. 
 
 

IV. Salva8on 
Salvaaon involves the redempaon of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal redempaon for the 
believer. In its broadest sense salvaaon includes regeneraaon, jusaficaaon, sancaficaaon, and 
glorificaaon. There is no salvaaon apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 
A. Regeneraaon, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby believers become new 
creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through convicaon of 
sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace. 
Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ 
and commitment of the enare personality to Him as Lord and Saviour. 
B. Jusaficaaon is God’s gracious and full acqui`al upon principles of His righteousness of all 
sinners who repent and believe in Christ. Jusaficaaon brings the believer unto a relaaonship of 
peace and favor with God. 



C. Sancaficaaon is the experience, beginning in regeneraaon, by which the believer is set apart 
to God’s purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should conanue 
throughout the regenerate person’s life. 
D. Glorificaaon is the culminaaon of salvaaon and is the final blessed and abiding state of the 
redeemed. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on SalvaGon. 
 
Ma8: I am a new creaGon in Christ by God’s grace, not by works. I have repented of my sin 
and placed my faith in Jesus Christ. It is my daily ambiGon to grow more into the image of 
Christ, mature in the Lord, and to love His Church.    
 
 

V. God’s Purpose of Grace 
Elecaon is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, jusafies, sancafies, 
and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the 
means in connecaon with the end. It is the glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, and is 
infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasang and promotes humility. 
All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sancafied by 
His Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers 
may fall into sin through neglect and temptaaon, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their 
graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on 
themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvaaon. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on God’s Purpose of Grace. 
 
Ma8: I am thankful for God choosing me. I am thankful God’s grace will keep me unGl He 
returns or calls me home.  
 
 

VI. The Church 
A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregaaon of 
bapazed believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing 
the two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gihs, rights, and privileges 
invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Each 
congregaaon operates under the Lordship of Christ through democraac processes. In such a 
congregaaon each member is responsible and accountable to Christ as Lord. Its two scriptural 
offices are that of pastor/elder/overseer and deacon. While both men and women are gihed for 
service in the church, the office of pastor/elder/overseer is limited to men as qualified by 
Scripture. 
The New Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ which includes all of the 
redeemed of all the ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and people, and naaon. 



**Note: This arGcle was amended June 14, 2023, by acGon of the 2023 Southern BapGst 
ConvenGon** 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on The Church. 
 
Ma8: I have been a part of a local church since I was a small child.  One of my core convicGons 
is that the Church is the Bride of Christ, the Body of believers and the central tool God uses to 
reach the lost and disciple believers. 
 
 

VII. Bap8sm and the Lord’s Supper 
Chrisaan bapasm is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith in a crucified, buried, 
and risen Saviour, the believer’s death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrecaon to 
walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a tesamony to his faith in the final resurrecaon of the 
dead. Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and to 
the Lord’s Supper. 
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church, through 
partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and 
anacipate His second coming. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on BapGsm and the Lord’s Supper. 
 
Ma8: I was bapGzed by immersion at age 9.  As a pastor it has been my joy to bapGze people 
professing their faith on many occasions. The taking of the Lord’s Supper is a beauGful 
worship experience to me because in it we proclaim the death, resurrecGon and return of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 

VIII. The Lord’s Day 
The first day of the week is the Lord’s Day. It is a Chrisaan insatuaon for regular observance. It 
commemorates the resurrecaon of Christ from the dead and should include exercises of 
worship and spiritual devoaon, both public and private. Acaviaes on the Lord’s Day should be 
commensurate with the Chrisaan’s conscience under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on The Lord’s Day. 
 
Ma8: I find great joy in seang aside Gme in my life to regularly worship God with my 
brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 
 

IX. The Kingdom 



The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His paracular 
kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Paracularly the Kingdom is the realm 
of salvaaon into which men enter by truslul, childlike commitment to Jesus Christ. Chrisaans 
ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom may come and God’s will be done on earth. The full 
consummaaon of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this age. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on The Kingdom. 
 
Ma8: It is my desire to see God’s Kingdom come in glory here on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
 

X. Last Things 
God, in His own ame and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. According 
to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the earth; the dead will 
be raised; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to 
Hell, the place of everlasang punishment. The righteous in their resurrected and glorified bodies 
will receive their reward and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on Last Things. 
 
Ma8: I believe Jesus is coming again, “in His own Gme, in His own way…” He “will bring the 
world to its appropriate end.” 
 
 

XI. Evangelism and Missions 
It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all naaons. The new birth of man’s spirit by God’s Holy 
Spirit means the birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus upon a 
spiritual necessity of the regenerate life, and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in the 
teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all 
naaons. It is the duty of every child of God to seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal 
witness undergirded by a Chrisaan lifestyle, and by other methods in harmony with the gospel 
of Christ. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on Evangelism and Missions. 
 
Ma8: It is my desire to make Christ known to those God has placed in my everyday life, as well 
as those unknown to me around the world. 
 
 

XII. Educa8on 



Chrisaanity is the faith of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus Christ abide all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge. All sound learning is, therefore, a part of our Chrisaan heritage. The 
new birth opens all human faculaes and creates a thirst for knowledge. Moreover, the cause of 
educaaon in the Kingdom of Christ is co-ordinate with the causes of missions and general 
benevolence, and should receive along with these the liberal support of the churches. An 
adequate system of Chrisaan educaaon is necessary to a complete spiritual program for Christ’s 
people. 
In Chrisaan educaaon there should be a proper balance between academic freedom and 
academic responsibility. Freedom in any orderly relaaonship of human life is always limited and 
never absolute. The freedom of a teacher in a Chrisaan school, college, or seminary is limited by 
the pre-eminence of Jesus Christ, by the authoritaave nature of the Scriptures, and by the 
disanct purpose for which the school exists. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on EducaGon. 
 
Ma8: I affirm the need for regular ChrisGan community within a Grow Group for the purpose 
of spiritual growth in truth, be it intellectual, spiritual, or emoGonal. I affirm the need for the 
local church to have Spirit guided programs for its members of all ages for the purpose of 
growth in knowledge of the truth. I affirm the role of parents to educate their children as their 
conscience leads.  
 
 

XIII. Stewardship 
God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to 
Him. Chrisaans have a spiritual debtorship to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, 
and a binding stewardship in their possessions. They are therefore under obligaaon to serve 
Him with their ame, talents, and material possessions; and should recognize all these as 
entrusted to them to use for the glory of God and for helping others. According to the 
Scriptures, Chrisaans should contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly, systemaacally, 
proporaonately, and liberally for the advancement of the Redeemer’s cause on earth. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on Stewardship. 
 
Ma8: My wife and I recognize that all our resources (our Gme, treasures, and talent), are a 
giP of God to steward for His purposes.  We firmly hold to generously giving beyond the Gthe. 
 
 

XIV. Coopera8on 
Christ’s people should, as occasion requires, organize such associaaons and convenaons as may 
best secure cooperaaon for the great objects of the Kingdom of God. Such organizaaons have 
no authority over one another or over the churches. They are voluntary and advisory bodies 
designed to elicit, combine, and direct the energies of our people in the most effecave manner. 
Members of New Testament churches should cooperate with one another in carrying forward 



the missionary, educaaonal, and benevolent ministries for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom. 
Chrisaan unity in the New Testament sense is spiritual harmony and voluntary cooperaaon for 
common ends by various groups of Christ’s people. Cooperaaon is desirable between the 
various Chrisaan denominaaons, when the end to be a`ained is itself jusafied, and when such 
cooperaaon involves no violaaon of conscience or compromise of loyalty to Christ and His Word 
as revealed in the New Testament. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on CooperaGon. 
 
Ma8: I have come to understand the value of the CooperaGve Program of the Southern 
BapGst ConvenGon.  By pooling our resources, we parGcipate in reaching the world for Christ.  
AddiGonally, I deeply desire to work with other gospel-based ministries who share our core 
convicGons.   
 
 

XV. The Chris8an and the Social Order 
All Chrisaans are under obligaaon to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in our own lives 
and in human society. Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the 
establishment of righteousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful only when 
they are rooted in the regeneraaon of the individual by the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ. 
In the spirit of Christ, Chrisaans should oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and 
vice, and all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery, homosexuality, and pornography. We 
should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the abused, the aged, the helpless, and the 
sick. We should speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for the sancaty of all human life 
from concepaon to natural death. Every Chrisaan should seek to bring industry, government, 
and society as a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly 
love. In order to promote these ends Chrisaans should be ready to work with all men of good 
will in any good cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of love without compromising 
their loyalty to Christ and His truth. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on The ChrisGan and Social Order. 
 
Ma8: I dream of a day when my sons and our church can live in a world where there is jusGce, 
without racism, greed, or selfishness. A world where the poor receive care, the hungry are 
fed, and the unborn are protected. Since we live in a fallen world, this will be a lifeGme 
ambiGon. I fully support the biblical teaching on marriage as being between one man and one 
woman. I do not believe any person’s gender is fluid. I affirm and embrace my maleness as a 
giP of God because it is His blessing and He assigned it at birth. Regarding sexual behaviors, I 
believe sexual acts are to be within the confines of a biblical marriage and sexual acts outside 
of that covenant relaGonship are defined as sexual immorality, which is sin. My goal as a 
ciGzen is to be a voice of truth poinGng society towards the love, righteousness, and truth of 
Jesus Christ.  
 



 

XVI. Peace and War 
It is the duty of Chrisaans to seek peace with all men on principles of righteousness. In 
accordance with the spirit and teachings of Christ they should do all in their power to put an 
end to war. 
The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel of our Lord. The supreme need of the world is 
the acceptance of His teachings in all the affairs of men and naaons, and the pracacal 
applicaaon of His law of love. Chrisaan people throughout the world should pray for the reign of 
the Prince of Peace. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on Peace and War. 
 
Ma8: We should seek peace.  The hope for universal peace is the reign of Jesus Christ. I 
believe it is the duty of each believer to strive for peace, understanding the only soluGon is the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

XVII. Religious Liberty 
God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has leh it free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church and state 
should be separate. The state owes to every church protecaon and full freedom in the pursuit of 
its spiritual ends. In providing for such freedom no ecclesiasacal group or denominaaon should 
be favored by the state more than others. Civil government being ordained of God, it is the duty 
of Chrisaans to render loyal obedience thereto in all things not contrary to the revealed will of 
God. The church should not resort to the civil power to carry on its work. The gospel of Christ 
contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its ends. The state has no right to impose 
penalaes for religious opinions of any kind. The state has no right to impose taxes for the 
support of any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the Chrisaan ideal, and this 
implies the right of free and unhindered access to God on the part of all men, and the right to 
form and propagate opinions in the sphere of religion without interference by the civil power. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on Religious Freedom. 
 
Ma8: I thank God for the freedom in our naGon to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  I pray 
these freedoms are never censored or revoked by our government. 
 
 

XVIII. The Family 
God has ordained the family as the foundaaonal insatuaon of human society. It is composed of 
persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adopaon. 
Marriage is the uniang of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifeame. It is 
God’s unique gih to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man 



and the woman in marriage the framework for inamate companionship, the channel of sexual 
expression according to biblical standards, and the means for procreaaon of the human race. 
The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God’s image. 
The marriage relaaonship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his 
wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, 
and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her 
husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image 
of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her 
husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household and nurturing the next 
generaaon. 
Children, from the moment of concepaon, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents 
are to demonstrate to their children God’s pa`ern for marriage. Parents are to teach their 
children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and 
loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their 
parents. 
 
I affirm the BF&M statement on The Family. 
 
Ma8: Mary and I entered into a covenant marriage relaGonship on August 9, 2008 and we are 
resolute to keep that commitment unGl death do us part.  It is my firm convicGon that every 
child is a blessing, and that life begins at the moment of concepGon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


