
 

 

The following questions are 
intended to use in discussion and 
application of the past week’s 
sermon. 
 

Listening  
What part of the sermon was most 
helpful to you or challenged you to 
think and/or live differently?  How 
will you apply this message to your 
life? 
 

Engaging 
Similar to this week’s passage, in 
chapter 3:11-12, whenever impure 
spirits saw Jesus they fell down 
before him and cried out, “You are 
the Son of God” and Jesus gave 
them strict orders not to tell others 
about him. Elsewhere, even 
among his disciples, Jesus warned 
them not to tell anyone about him 
(8:30, and 9:9). Beyond just 
demons, Jesus had a sense of 
timing and purpose that he 
reserved for the sharing of his 
identity and works. A big clue to 
why he chose to go about this in 
such an apparently secretive way 
is found in that final passage, 
chapter 9, verse 9. Discuss what 
you think Jesus is REALLY after in 
all this. 
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Applying 
The natural reaction to unrighteous, 
destructive patterns of people’s lives 
is to turn up our noses. But compare 
that with the reaction of Jesus when 
he comes in proximity to people 
afflicted with such patterns. How can 
that inform our disposition and 
reactions (and thus, maybe even 
actions). 
 
When the leper went to talk freely 
about what happened to him, it 
seems very understandable and 
natural to us. But the fact remains 
that it was contrary to what Jesus 
told him to do. Can you recall times 
when obedience to Jesus seemed 
even counterintuitive or 
counterproductive? How did you 
respond? What does this teach you? 
 

Praying 
In light of this message and 
discussion: 
 
How can we pray for each other?  
Where do you feel challenged or 
convicted?   
What can we praise God for? 
How can we pray for our church?   
 
 
 


