
WORK AHEAD | HOW CAN I COME PREPARED FOR MY GROUP?

1. Read Acts 21:37–22:29.

2. Look over your message notes. What was surprising or insightful? What questions were raised?

3. If time allows, look ahead at the “Digging In” section and think through how you would contribute  
to your group discussion.

FOR STARTERS | THOUGHTS TO GET US ON THE SAME PAGE

1. Can you tell your life story in six words? Take five minutes, have each person think of six words that 
helps them tell their life story. Share the words you selected with the group. 

DIGGING IN | DISCOVERING WHAT GOD SAYS IN SCRIPTURE

In this passage, Paul defends himself in front of a Jewish mob that wants him dead and is accusing him of 
being “anti-Jew,” “anti-temple,” “anti-Torah,” but “pro gentile.” Read Acts 21:37–22:29 together out loud.

1. What jumps out at you? 

2. What words get repeated and emphasized? 

3. What names, locations or customs need explaining? 

4. Why do you think this story would have mattered to Theophilus, the Greek recipient of the book  
of Acts, who was trying to understand the Jesus story? (See Luke 1:1–4 & Acts 1:1)

Telling His Story With Your Story 
In this passage, Paul recites his testimony, demonstrating the importance of using our stories when 
sharing the gospel.  

1. What language does he use? How does this affect the crowd? Talk about the kind of “lingo” that’s 
helpful and not helpful when sharing your story with others.

Note to Leaders: Every group is different, please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group 
from each section below.
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2. How many times does Paul quote Jesus while telling his story? Whose story is it, really? How does this 
inform the way you share your story with others? 

3. Have the group split into smaller groups of two or three. Assign one or two of the following passages 
to each small group to read and reflect on together for about 15 minutes. Come back together and 
share some of the principles in Scripture about telling God’s story by telling your story. 

• Daniel 4:2
• 1 Peter 3:15
• 1 Chronicles 16:8

• Mark 5:19
• Acts 1:8
• Revelation 12:11

• 2 Timothy 1:8
• Psalm 107:2
• Romans 10:14

• Psalm 119:46
• Matthew 10:32

The Danger of Religious Tribalism 
1. Read Acts 22:21–23 again. What specific aspect about Paul’s testimony triggers the Jewish mob into  

a frenzy? 

2. What does this tell you about the world view of this group of Jews in Jerusalem?  

3. Have the group split into smaller groups of two or three. Assign one or two of the following passages 
to each small group to read and reflect on together for about 15 minutes. Come back together and 
talk about God’s longing for people from all nations to know Him. 

• Genesis 1:28
• Genesis 12:3
• Exodus 9:16
• 1 Kings 8:43

• Psalm 82:8
• Isaiah 2:2
• Isaiah 56:7
• Matthew 28:19

• Acts 1:8
• Acts 2:17
• Galatians 3:8
• Philippians 2:10–11

• 2 Peter 3:9
• 1 John 2:2
• Revelation 5:9
• Revelation 7:9

4. Why do you think highly religious people tend to drift toward ethnic and moral superiority over time? 
What does it look like to persevere as a Christ-centered church for all people? 

BRINGING IT HOME | APPLYING WHAT WE’VE LEARNED

Personal Reflection
When’s the last time you told someone about the difference God has made in your life? 

Group Application
Paul had an encounter with Jesus’ glory that utterly changed his life. Encourage one another to seek 
God for “glory encounters” this week. Talk about what that might look like for you. 

DIGGING DEEPER | IDEAS TO KEEP GROWING DURING THE WEEK

1. What are some of the attributes of God like love, kindness and goodness that you’ve seen in your life? 
Take some time this week to journal about some of the key moments God has shown up in your life so 
you can be prepared to give a reason for the hope you have. 


