
INTRODUCTION
BIG IDEA: Since God’s mission moves forward through suffering, we (together) should embrace it rather 
than try to avoid it.

OVERVIEW
Introduction
• Our natural response to suffering

• Paul’s journey to Jerusalem

Warnings to Avoid Suffering
1. First Warning (Acts 21:1–6)

a. The Gift of Prophecy: “the spirit-given ability to proclaim a message to God’s people so that they 
are strengthened, encouraged, comforted and instructed.”

 And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 
me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are 
facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s 
grace. (Acts 20:22–24)

2. Second Warning (Acts 21:7–16)

a. Caesarea-Agabus’ Prophecy

A Plan to Avoid Suffering
1. The Plan (Acts 21:17–26)

a. Paul’s Report: Paul has returned to Jerusalem a third time (cf Acts 15:12ff & 18:22) to report all 
that God had done among the Gentiles.

b. James Report: Rumors about Paul

c. The Plan

d. The Result

Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many  
as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law, I became  
like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law… 
I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. (1 Corinthians 9:19–20)
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BRINGING IT HOME
1. Where is God calling you to share the Good News of God’s grace?

2. When you suffer for Christ at school, work, in your family or with friends, remember what Jesus said, 
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:11–12).

3. Don’t let your natural tendency to avoid suffering keep you from doing God’s will if it includes 
suffering.


