
WORK AHEAD | HOW CAN I COME PREPARED FOR MY GROUP?

1. Read Acts 16:11–40.

2. Look over your message notes. What was surprising or insightful? What questions were raised?

3. If time allows, look ahead at the “Digging In” section and think through how you would contribute  
to your group discussion.

FOR STARTERS | THOUGHTS TO GET US ON THE SAME PAGE

1. Are you more of a city or country person?

2. Name the cities you’ve been in. Who’s traveled the furthest? Who’s been to the biggest city?

DIGGING IN | DISCOVERING WHAT GOD SAYS IN SCRIPTURE

Acts 16 tells us the origin story of the founding of the church in Philippi—the first Christian 
community in Europe.
1.  Begin by reading each “chapter” of the story out loud. 

a. “Lydia” (16:11–15) 

b. “The slave girl” (16:16–18) 

c. “The jailer” (16:19–34) 

d. “The system” (16:35–39) 

e. “The new community of faith” (16:40) 

Note to Leaders: Every group is different, please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group 
from each section below.
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UPSIDE DOWN | RENEWING OUR CITY
ACTS 16:11–40



2. Use a search engine to find the locations in this story on a map. Have someone look up pictures of 
some of the things mentioned in the story to help you “see” what was happening. 

3. What do you notice? Who are the characters? What jumps out? 

4. Talk about what the Holy Spirit is trying to teach us with this story.

What does it look like to “renew our cities”?
1. According to Acts 16, what are some of the different types of people God longs to encounter and 

transform in the city? 

2. What are some of the evils God wants to expose and overturn in the city? 

3. What are the strategies Paul and his team use to minister in Philippi? What can we glean from that?

God and the story of the city in Scripture
1. Cities are mentioned thousands of times in the Bible. Read as many as you have time for of these 

passages that illuminate God’s heart for the city: Genesis 18:20, Jonah 4:11, 1 Kings 11:36, Zechariah 
9:9, Isaiah 54:11–13, Jeremiah 29:7, Luke 19:41–42, Acts 1:8, Hebrews 11:10, Revelation 14:8, 21:2–3.

2. What are some of the common postures you hear from friends and family when they talk about cities?  

3. How about you? What experiences have you had that have shaped your posture toward cities? 

4. How does God’s longing for renewed cities affect you?

BRINGING IT HOME | APPLYING WHAT WE’VE LEARNED

Personal Reflection
Do you feel like God has given you His love for your city? How might you foster that?

Group Application
Pray for the people and systems of your city. Ask God to help your group become part of their renewal.

DIGGING DEEPER | IDEAS TO KEEP GROWING DURING THE WEEK

1. Tim Keller is one of the best thinkers out there on what it looks like to be a church that loves and 
serves their city. Watch this talk if you’re ready to expand your heart and mind.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cMnPnQoml8

