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                 January 29, 2023 
                      11 am NORTH 

 

GREETING – Tim 

PRELUDE – Whitechapel Ringers 

Jesus Is Calling arr. Mitchell Eithun 

CALL TO WORSHIP1  - Sarah 

ONE: Be still before God, and wait patiently; 
delight in God, who fulfills the desires of your 
heart.  

ALL: With what shall we come before God? 
Who is worthy to stand in God's presence? 

ONE: Come, not in your wisdom, but in 
humility; come, not to boast, but to learn. 

ALL: We come without power or 
pretension; we bring our weaknesses 
more than strength. 
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ONE: Consider your call, and commit your 
way to God; trust in God to grant you light and 
new life; 

ALL: God's blessings pour out on the 
crowds; yet God's attention is focused on 
each one of us.  

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
mount of thy redeeming love. 
 
Here I raise mine ebenezer; 
hither by thy help I've come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 
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O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, how I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 
 
THIRD GRADE BIBLE 
PRESENTATION – Julie and Sarah 
 
LITANY FOR BIBLE PRESENTATION  
 
Sarah Kientz: Now that you are in Third 
Grade, we are pleased to present individual 
Bibles to you today. The Bible holds stories of 
the way our Jewish ancestors experienced 
God, and how our Christian ancestors 
followed the way of Jesus. As important 
members of our community, we present these 
Bibles to you for your continued study and 
spiritual growth.  
 
Children: We are eager to begin the 
adventure with our Bibles, but we will 
need the help of our community of faith on 
our journey.  
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Julie Richards: I invite the Parents or 
Guardians of these third grade children to 
please stand, if you are able. Parents or 
Guardians, do you commit to sharing your 
understanding of these stories of faith, and to 
give your children the opportunity to learn 
together in our church’s Christian Education 
programs?  
 
Parents/Guardians: Yes, we take seriously 
our responsibility for helping our children 
as they encounter the Bible. With the 
Spirit’s guidance, we will share with them, 
and provide them with learning 
experiences and opportunities for 
community.  
 
Sarah Kientz: I invite the entire congregation 
to rise in body or spirit, as together we pledge 
our support for these young people.  
 
†All: As a community of faith, we, have the 
privilege and responsibility to share our 
faith stories and support these youth as 
they continue to learn and grow. Along 
with these parents and children, we pray 
for the guidance of God’s Spirit:   
 
†All: Holy One of Blessing, we give thanks 
for the Bible, the gift of your Beloved 
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Community to be used for our learning and 
understanding. Help us listen to the deep 
messages of scripture that our lives might 
be transformed into loving, 
compassionate, and active followers of the 
way of Jesus. Amen.  
(The congregation may be seated.)  
 
Presentation of the Bibles by Sarah Kientz and 
Julie Richards 
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE2 
All Through Your Life  
 
Take this Word may it sustain you, 
 all through your life. 
God still speaks, may list'ning change you,  
all through your life. 
May these sacred stories reach you,  
bring you comfort, guide and teach you. 
And our loving God will keep you  
all through your life. 
 
On the path of faith we journey  
all through our lives. 
Always asking, always learning  
all through our lives. 
Tenderly God walks beside us,  
work thru human hands to guide us, 
Keeping watch, God's love will find us  
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all through our lives. 
 
WELCOME – Tim 
 
PSALTER READING - Tim 
Psalm 84 (selections) 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
    O Lord of hosts! 
 
 My soul longs, indeed it faints, 
    for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh sing for joy 
    to the living God. 
 
 Even the sparrow finds a home 
    and the swallow a nest for herself. 
  
Happy are those who live in your house, 
    ever singing your praise. 
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 
    give ear, O God of Jacob! 
 
For a day in your courts is better 
    than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather 
be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than             
live in the tents of wickedness. 
 
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
    God bestows favor and honor. 
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No good thing does the Lord withhold 
    from those who walk uprightly. 
O Lord of hosts, 
    happy is everyone who trusts in you. 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE 
LORD’S PRAYER – Sarah 

OFFERTORY 

Invitation to Giving – Tim 

Receiving the People's Gifts 

Anthem -Chancel Choir, Kiffy Kokal, tenor 
Come Home Craig Courtney 
 
Presentation of Gifts and Prayer of  
Dedication1 – Tim 
 
ONE: As the gifts are presented will all rise in 
body or spirit?  
 
ALL: Thank you, God, for hungers satisfied 
and dreams fulfilled. Thank you for the 
inheritance of faith, which blesses our life 
on earth. We trust you to accomplish good 
among us through the sharing of these gifts 
and the recommitment of our lives. Help us 
to do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with you. Amen. 
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Doxology 
 
GOSPEL READING – Sarah 
John 14:1-4 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God, believe also in me. In God's house there 
are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. And you know the way to the place 
where I am going. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION1 – 
Sarah 

ONE:  Eternal and merciful God,  your word is 
a torch for our path and a light for our way. 
Open our eyes and enlighten our spirit that 
we may understand your revelation in all its 
purity and holiness. May it transform our lives 
and make us worthy to bear your image; 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SERMON - Glen 
Where Troubles Melt Like Lemon Drops 
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ANTHEM - Delaney-Rose Ramsey, 
mezzo-soprano 
 
Somewhere Over the Rainbow                           
Harold Arlen (1905-1986) 
 
BENEDICTION - Glen 
 

POSTLUDE – Whitechapel Ringers 
Somebody's Knockin'                                             
African-American Spiritual/arr. Anna Laura 
Page 
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1 Fresh Winds of the Spirit, Book 2: Liturgical Resources for Year A, by 

Lavon Baylor 

2 Donice Wooster, 2010 for the 3rd Grade Bible Presentation 


