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Good morning, Moon Valley! 
 
Today we continue our sermon series titled, □ “Making a Difference in a 
Nation Adrift.” It is a study through the book of 1 Samuel. Our text for 
today is □ 1 Samuel chapters 9 and 10. That is a big chunk of Scripture, 
but I am compelled to cover it because it is a single literary unit that 
tells the story of how Israel’s very first king was selected. Because it is 
lengthy, I will not be going verse-by-verse all the way through; instead, I 
will summarize some parts and zero in on others for the sake of time. 
 
From this text, we are going to learn what to do when God assigns us a 
fearful task. We are going to learn how to cope when we are faced with 
a life situation that strikes fear in our hearts. 
 
Fearful circumstances come in all flavors. 
 
• You may be facing a scary health crisis. 

 
• You may be facing a job that feels undoable. 

 
• You may be wondering how you’re ever going make ends meet. 

 
• You may be facing retirement unprepared. 

 
• You may be in survival mode, worrying about how long you can 

sustain your current way of life. 
 

• You may have lost a loved one and now you are feeling alone and 
vulnerable. 

 
• You may be feeling an unrelenting anxiety about finding your way 

in school, with grades and sports and challenging relationships. 
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Fearful tasks abound. 
 
Today, we are going to go to school on a biblical character who was 
assigned a fearful task. His name is Saul. And his fearful task was being 
chosen by God to be the very first king of Israel. 
 
We know that it was a fearful assignment for Saul because, when he 
was about to be announced as the new king of Israel, he ran and hid 
himself. He was a no-show to his own coronation. Looking back, it’s 
humorous, but I’m pretty sure it wasn’t funny for Saul at the time. 
 
Near the end of the story in our text, Samuel, the elderly prophet and 
judge had gathered together all the twelve tribes of Israel to a place 
called Mizpah to introduce and coronate the new king. 
 
God had already revealed to Samuel that Saul was to be the king. And 
Samuel had already told Saul. But nobody else knew. They were about 
to find out through a suspenseful reveal. 
 
First, Samuel reveals that the new king will come from the tribe of 
Benjamin. You can almost hear the oohs and aahs of the crowd as all 
the people of the tribe of Benjamin step forward in anticipation. 
 
Then, Samuel reveals that, from within the tribe of Benjamin, the new 
king will come from the clan of the Matrites. More oohs and aahs, as 
the Matrites step forward. 
 
Then finally, from the clan of the Matrites, the name of the new king is 
proclaimed. It is Saul. We are left to imagine the crowd’s celebratory 
response. Maybe shouts, clapping, raising of hands. 
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But eventually it all dies down when Saul is a no-show. Nobody can find 
him. They end up having to pray for Saul’s whereabouts. In □ 1 Samuel 
10:22, the Lord answers, saying, 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 10:22 . . . “Behold, he has hidden himself among the 
baggage.” 

 
I love the authenticity of Scripture. It doesn’t sugar-coat the lives of its 
main characters. It includes the embarrassing moments. 
 
Saul is hiding among the baggage brought by all the Israelites who had 
traveled to see the coronation. Hence, the title of this sermon is: 
“Hiding Among the Samsonites.” 
 
Some people run to find Saul. They pull him out of the Samsonites and 
bring him before Samuel and the people. □ 1 Samuel 10:24 records, 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 10:24 And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see 
him whom the LORD has chosen? There is none like him among all 
the people.” And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!” 

 
But, as you can imagine, not everyone is excited. □ Verse 27 tells us,  
 

ESV 1 Samuel 10:27 But some worthless fellows said, “How can this 
man save us?” . . . 

 
It is hard to condemn these cynics. Finding the new king hiding among 
the Samsonites at his own coronation is not exactly inspirational. 
 
All this raises a question: □ Why was Saul so fearful? 
 
Let’s consider a □ half a dozen reasons. 
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You may recall from last week, when we covered chapter 8, that the 
elders of Israel had approached Samuel asking him to appoint a king. 
The pattern of the past had been for Israel to have no king but God. 
Instead of kingship, there was judgeship. When Israel got into trouble, 
God would raise up a judge, like Samuel, to save them. 
 
But Samuel was old, his sons were corrupt, and neighboring nations 
were threatening again, including the Philistines and the Ammonites. 
The Israelites were no longer content to trust God, particularly when 
the judgeship seemed to be in jeopardy. They wanted to take matters 
into their own hands, to secure their own well-being. So, they insisted 
on having a king just like all the other nations. 
 
With that in mind, here is a six-pack of reasons that likely lubricated 
Saul’s fear. 
 
□ First, from Saul’s perspective, it would have been fearful to step into 
a role that had never before been filled. Israel had never had a king. 
There was no precedent. No example to follow. Saul was about to be 
the first. 
 
□ Second, it would have also been fearful to step into the role of king 
because the Israelites had basically rejected God as their king. Saul 
must have been thinking, “If the Lord God himself was not good enough 
for these people, how in the world am I going to be good enough?” 
 
□ Third, it would have also been fearful to step into the role of king at a 
time when neighboring nations were threatening. The new king would 
have to deal with the Philistines and the Ammonites who were poised 
to pounce. In fact, Saul will end up having to fight both the Ammonites 
and the Philistines soon after his inauguration. 
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□ Fourth, it would have also been fearful to step into the role of king 
because Samuel had prophetically warned the Israelites about the 
downside of having a king, including taxation, the loss of freedoms, and 
a military draft. It would have been hard to be the guy the people had 
been warned about. 
 
□ Fifth, it would have also been fearful to step into the role of king 
when God himself was not happy about the people’s request for a king. 
While it was not sinful for Saul to be the king, it was sinful for the 
people to want a king instead of God. It would have been easy for Saul 
to experience guilt by association. 
 
□ Sixth, it would have also been fearful to step into the role of king 
because Saul was young and had no particular training that would have 
prepared him. 
 
In light of all this, it is not hard to see why Saul would have hidden 
himself among the Samsonites. God had assigned him a fearful task. 
 
Nevertheless, I want to show you that God graciously provided Saul 
with assurances leading up to his inauguration. God did certain things 
to demonstrate his faithfulness and power and control over the whole 
situation. God’s faithfulness in the past can embolden Saul and us to 
face the fearful present and future. 
 
Nevertheless, we play a simple but vital role in drawing on God’s 
assurances when we are afraid. When faced with a fearful task, we 
have a part to play in marshalling God faithfulness to our advantage. 
And when we don’t hold up our end, we can end up hiding among the 
Samsonites. 
 
Here’s the big idea: □ When God assigns a fearful task, call to mind his 
faithful past. 
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Our part is to proactively call to mind God’s faithfulness in the past, to 
intentionally remember the great things he has done, to carefully 
consider how God has been with us and for us in the past as a basis for 
realizing and resting in how he will be with us and for us right now and 
in the future. 
 
Let’s rewind and walk through the story of our text leading up to Saul’s 
inauguration to see how God had dealt so faithfully with Saul. 
 
The story begins with lost donkeys. Saul’s father, Kish directs his son, 
Saul to take one of their servants and go search for some lost 
livestock—donkeys to be exact. 
 
Saul and his servant search far and wide to no avail; they can’t find 
them. They search for so long that Saul gets concerned that his father 
might be beginning to worry more about them than the donkeys. 
 
So, Saul suggests to his servant that they return home. But the servant 
has an idea that will change the course of history. In □ 1 Samuel 9:6, 
the servant says, 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 9:6 . . . “Behold, there is a man of God in this city, and 
he is a man who is held in honor; all that he says comes true. So now 
let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” 
 

As they approach the city, Saul and his servant ask some locals if the 
man of God is in town. The man of God is also called a prophet or a 
seer. The locals bid them to hurry so that they can catch him, for on 
that very day he is on his way to the high place, the place of worship on 
a hill, to offer a sacrifice and then to share a meal with invited guests. 
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As Saul and his servant enter the city, they see a man coming toward 
them. The man is none other than the prophet or seer named Samuel. 
The city is most likely his hometown of Ramah. 
 
While God had been working to bring Saul to Samuel, at the very same 
time, he had also been working to bring Samuel to Saul. □ 1 Samuel 
9:15-16 explains, 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 9:15 Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had 
revealed to Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send to you 
a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be 
prince over my people Israel. . . .” 

 
Here and elsewhere in our text, the term □ “prince” is just another 
word for “king.” 
 
Note also some other words God uses. He says, □ “I will send you a 
man.” This is far more than just foretelling what is about to happen; 
God is actively sending Saul to Samuel. God is sovereignly orchestrating 
this whole thing. 
 
□ Verse 17 continues, 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 9:17 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, “Here 
is the man of whom I spoke to you! . . .” 
 

At this point, Samuel knows exactly what God is up to. But Saul doesn’t. 
In fact, Saul doesn’t even know who Samuel is. Saul’s ignorance is 
reflected in □ verses 18 and 19. 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 9:18 Then Saul approached Samuel in the gate and 
said, “Tell me where is the house of the seer?” 19 Samuel answered 
Saul, “I am the seer. . . .” 
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Well, what a coincidence! 
 
Then, as recorded in the rest of □ verse 19, Samuel invites Saul to 
accompany him to the high place for worship and a meal. 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 9:19 “. . . Go up before me to the high place, for today 
you shall eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will 
tell you all that is on your mind.” 
 

At this point, Saul is probably thinking, “Looks like I’m going to have to 
wait until tomorrow to explain the lost donkeys to this guy and 
hopefully get some clues about where they may be found.” Most likely, 
Saul assumes that the donkeys are going to be the subject that is on his 
mind in the morning. 
 
Samuel knows different. In fact, in □ verse 20, Samuel immediately 
dispatches the issue of the lost donkeys, saying, 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 9:20 “As for your donkeys that were lost three days 
ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been found. . . .” 
 

To this point, Saul hadn’t said a word to Samuel about the lost donkeys, 
and yet Samuel already knows. In fact, Samuel bids Saul not to worry 
about the donkeys because they have already been found. 
 
Saul is probably thinking, “Wow, this guy is good.” 
 
But a bigger wow is coming. 
 
In the last part of □ verse 20, Samuel gives Saul something far more 
important to think about. He says, 
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ESV 1 Samuel 9:20 “. . . And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? 
Is it not for you and for all your father’s house?”  

 
This verse is hard to understand, and the exact meaning of the original 
Hebrew is debated. There are basically two interpretive options. 
 
First, Samuel could be saying that all that is desirable in Israel will soon 
be at Saul’s disposal, implying that Saul will soon be the king. That is 
how the English Standard Version takes it. 
 
Alternatively, Samuel could be saying that Saul is the one whom all 
Israel has desired, implying that Saul is the desired king. That is the how 
the New International Version takes it. 
 
Either way, the implication is clear: Saul is going to be the king. 
 
This subtlety is not lost on Saul. He may not yet understand the details, 
but he gets the gist of his sudden rise to importance, as evidenced by 
his shock in □ verse 21. 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 9:21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjaminite, from the 
least of the tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the humblest of all 
the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to me 
in this way?” 

 
In effect, Saul says, “Who am I to deserve such honor? I am a nobody. 
Why me? I was just looking for some donkeys.” 
 
Rather than give an explanation, Samuel simply treats Saul like a king. 
He has him sit at the head of the table, the place of honor, where a king 
would sit. He bids the cook to bring Saul the special meal which had 
already been prepared in advance. 
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The next day, Samuel wakes up Saul at the break of dawn to send him 
and his servant on their way. □ Verse 27 says,  
 

ESV 1 Samuel 9:27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the 
city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to pass on before us, and 
when he has passed on, stop here yourself for a while, that I may 
make known to you the word of God.” 

 
Then, in □ 1 Samuel 10:1, Samuel privately begins to explain everything 
to Saul. 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 10:1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on 
his head and kissed him and said, “Has not the LORD anointed you to 
be prince over his people Israel? . . .” 
 
□ ESV 1 Samuel 10:1 “. . . And you shall reign over the people of the 
LORD and you will save them from the hand of their surrounding 
enemies. . . .” 
 
□ ESV 1 Samuel 10:1 “. . . And this shall be the sign to you that the 
LORD has anointed you to be prince over his heritage.” 
 

Then, Samuel lays out three signs Saul is to watch out for as 
confirmation that God is in this, that God is in control, that God is with 
him and for him. 
 
In □ verse 2, Samuel explains the first sign involving two men. 

 
ESV 1 Samuel 10:2 “When you depart from me today, you will meet 
two men by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and 
they will say to you, ‘The donkeys that you went to seek are found, 
and now your father has ceased to care about the donkeys and is 
anxious about you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?”’” 
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In □ verses 3 and 4, Samuel explains the second sign involving three 
men. 

 
ESV 1 Samuel 10:3 “Then you shall go on from there farther and 
come to the oak of Tabor. Three men going up to God at Bethel will 
meet you there, one carrying three young goats, another carrying 
three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine.”  
 
□ ESV 1 Samuel 10:4 “And they will greet you and give you two 
loaves of bread, which you shall accept from their hand.”  
 

In □ verse 5, Samuel explains a third sign involving a group of prophets. 
 

ESV 1 Samuel 10:5 “After that you shall come to Gibeath-elohim, 
where there is a garrison of the Philistines. And there, as soon as you 
come to the city, you will meet a group of prophets coming down 
from the high place with harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre before 
them, prophesying.” 
 

In connection with this third sign, something remarkable is going to 
happen. In □ verse 6, Samuel explains, 

 
ESV 1 Samuel 10:6 “Then the Spirit of the LORD will rush upon you, 
and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man.”  

 
The Spirit is going to empower Saul to prophesy, speaking the words of 
God in a way that he never could before. In that way, Saul will be 
turned into a new man, fully equipped to do the work to which God has 
called him. 
 
Every single one of these signs is fulfilled in every single detail that very 
day. □ Verse 9 confirms, 



12 
 

 
ESV 1 Samuel 10:9 When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God 
gave him another heart. And all these signs came to pass that day.  

 
Given the amazing fulfillment of these signs, and given the incredible 
way that God sovereignly brought together Samuel and Saul, we are 
left to revisit the question posed earlier: Why was Saul so fearful? 
 
The story of Saul is the story of our lives. The story contains both 
reasons to be afraid and reasons to be courageous. 
 
In Saul’s story, we identified six reasons for Saul to be afraid. We also 
identified three God-given signs that serve as reasons for Saul to be 
courageous. 
 
When God assigned Saul the fearful task of being king, he had a choice 
between two options.  
 
He could focus on the reasons to be afraid. 
 
Or he could focus on the reasons to be courageous. That is to say he 
could proactively call to mind God’s past faithfulness in bringing him to 
this point. He could intentionally remember the great things God had 
done—the divine appointments, the signs—that prove he is in control. 
He could carefully consider how God has been with him and for him in 
the past as a basis for realizing and resting in how God will continue to 
be with him and for him right now and in the future. 
 
The object of his focus determines the course of his action. 
 
Focusing on the reasons to be afraid will prompt him to run and hide 
himself.  
 



13 
 

Focusing on the reasons to be courageous will prompt him to stand and 
present himself. 
 
This brings us back to the big idea: □ When God assigns a fearful task, 
call to mind his faithful past. 
 
Saul had an opportunity to do that. But he didn’t. And he ends up 
hiding among the Samsonites. In this case, it’s just embarrassing. But 
later on, this propensity will cost him dearly. 
 
How can we learn from and apply this today? 
 
As you compare Saul’s situation to your own, you may be thinking, 
“God has not given me prophetic words and miraculous signs to help 
me face my fearful task. God has not turned me into a new person.” 
 
Think again. 
 
Here are some prophetic words about a miraculous sign from the 
apostle Paul in Romans 8:32. He says, 
 

□ ESV Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? 

 
These words come in the context of a chapter in which Paul touches on 
all manner of fearful tasks, including sufferings, weakness, tribulation, 
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, and death. 
 
In navigating these fearful tasks, Paul encourages us to call to mind 
God’s faithful past in giving up his own Son for us all. That Jesus Christ 
died and rose again in payment for our sin is a miraculous sign that 
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testifies to the lengths God’s love compels him to go to secure our 
wellbeing. 
 
If God was able and willing to die for us, won’t he also give us 
everything we need to face the fearful tasks he assigns? Paul asks, “how 
will he not also with [Jesus] graciously give us all things?” 
 
The unspoken but unmistakable answer is: Of course, he will give us 
everything we need. His faithful past proves it. 
 
You may be wondering, “Well, what about the new person part? How 
has God made me into a new person who can manage fearful tasks?” 
 
Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:17 (it’s not on the screen, just listen), 
 

ESV 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
 

If you have believed in Jesus Christ for the free gift of eternal life he 
offers based on his death and resurrection for our sins, then you are a 
new creation. If you are a believer, you have a new heart, and the Spirit 
of God lives within you. This means you are fully equipped to 
accomplish every fearful task God assigns. 
 
But you and I still have a choice. There will always be reasons to be 
fearful in life. We have two options. 
 
We can focus on the reasons to be afraid, and run to hide ourselves. 
 
Or we can focus on the reasons to be courageous, and stand to present 
ourselves to God to fulfill the assignment. 
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Remember the big idea: □ When God assigns a fearful task, call to mind 
his faithful past. 
 
Let’s pray. Lord, when you assign us a fearful task, help us to call to 
mind your faithful past, remembering how you have been with us and 
for us all along. Amen. 


