Possible Discussion Questions for Community Groups
Based on I Peter 3:13-17 and the March 16 Sermon

1) Read 1 Peter 3:13-17. Mike reminded us that Peter is writing to people who were most likely experiencing social persecution, such as slander and exclusion from their previous social circles. Currently, Christians in the U.S. are also most likely experiencing social persecution rather than persecution that results in death. What types of social persecution have you experienced or witnessed someone else experiencing as a result of following Jesus in the U.S.?
2) How can we replace the fear of social persecution with the fear of God?
3) What are some of the benefits we gain when we fear and obey God? You can indicate benefits that you see in this passage but also include benefits from other passages or your own experience. (Mike mentioned benefits like becoming closer to Christ, being blessed, and getting closer to life itself since life is found in God.)
4) We are all called to evangelize but that can make us feel anxious. Mike pointed out that Peter is calling us to prepare an answer for why each of us personally has hope in Christ. If your group has time, consider breaking into pairs or groups of three to practice describing why you each individually have placed your hope in Jesus.
5) Peter wants us to be prepared with an answer for why we have hope in Christ. How might people around you see the “hope that is in you” (verse 15) in order to ask you about it?
6) Mike emphasized that the underlying assumption of 1 Peter 3:13-17 is that God governs all circumstances, including suffering, and will do justice. God sees what is happening and will bless those who suffer for good; no suffering is a mistake. How can we build this mindset into our own lives?

Possible prompts for prayer: 
Pray that we might not fear persecutors but might instead fear God
Pray for courage for the persecution we face
Pray for our brothers and sisters in countries where persecution is severe
Pray for the process of preparing an answer for why we hope in Jesus Christ
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