Possible Discussion Questions for Community Groups
Based on I Peter 3:18-22 and the March 30 Sermon

1) Read 1 Peter 3:18-22. Mike opened the sermon by addressing the concept of baptism as a public declaration of faith. He then unpacked why baptism is indeed a public declaration but also so much more. Did you learn something new about the importance and meaning baptism from this week’s sermon? If so, what did you learn?
2) Read Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 2:37-41, Acts 9:17-19, and Acts 16:13-15. Mike explained that that Christian baptism is about the gospel and that God uses baptism in salvation. What do you notice in these passages that connects baptism to the gospel and salvation?
3) If your group has time, review Romans 6:3-4, Galatians 3:26-27, and Colossians 2:11-12. What does each of these passages teach us about baptism? 
4) Mike emphasized two errors about baptism that we should be careful of. The first is believing that baptism itself is magic (i.e., “I’m good with God since I was baptized many years ago regardless of my current life choices”). The second is believing that baptism is a work we do that saves us rather than a work that Christ has done for us. Why do you think people make either one of these errors about baptism?
5) Mike gave us two ways that people can think about baptism in terms of how this sacrament works: as a seal or culmination of being unified with Christ, similar to the consummation of a marriage, and as a highly-charged symbol, like a wedding ring or a country’s flag. Both of these approaches emphasize how important baptism is. Depending on your group’s preferences, consider one of the following questions, though you can do both if your group has time:
a) What questions do you have, if any, about how the sacrament of baptism works according to 1 Peter 3:18-22 and/or Mike’s explanations in the sermon?
b) For those of you who have been baptized by immersion, would some volunteers briefly share what that experience was like for them? How does 1 Peter 3:18-22 as well as other passages of Scripture help us think more deeply about the importance of being baptized?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: The big takeaways from the end of the sermon are these: Scripture tells people who have not yet decided to follow Christ to repent and be baptized. For those who have already decided to follow Christ but have not yet been baptized, they should pursue being baptized. If anyone is in either of these situations in your community group, encourage them to talk with you as leaders and connect them with the elders.
Possible prompts for prayer: 
Thank the Lord for Christ’s saving work in our lives
Pray for those we know who need Christ’s salvation 
Pray for those who have not yet been baptized to make the decision to pursue it
