Possible Discussion Questions for Community Groups
Based on 2 Peter 5:1-15 and the May 25th Sermon

1) Read 2 Peter 5:1-15. Mike reminded us that Peter is writing to believers in Asia Minor who are facing social pressure and persecution because of their faith in Jesus. Peter focuses this letter on combatting false teaching that tells Christians it’s okay to go back to worldliness, particularly in terms of embracing the sensuality of the body. 

a. What is an example of this type of worldliness that you see in a context like work, school, media, your neighborhood, etc.?
b. How can we support each other as we combat the worldly messages we receive in the U.S. in the 21st century?

2) Reread 2 Peter 5:1-4. Peter tells us that God’s “power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness….” Mike identified two categories of what God gave from this passage: the righteousness of Christ and participation in the life of God.

a. Read Matthew 20:1-16. How does this parable help us understand that our right standing with the Lord is based on his generosity to us, not on our own works?
b. Why do we sometimes identify with the laborers who grumbled about everyone receiving the same pay despite not working the same number of hours, and how can we reset our minds to remember that nothing we do can “earn” salvation?
c. What is encouraging about the fact that the gift of salvation is not based on our own works?

3) Read John 15:1-9. Participating in the life of God means we are grafted into the Lord’s vine. We do not produce life or fruit on our own; the Lord’s life has to flow through us. What can we do this upcoming week to abide more fully in the Lord?

4) Read John 14:8-11. Mike concluded the sermon by focusing on how God gave us the righteousness of Christ and participation in the life of God: through knowing Christ. 

a. How can we grow in our knowledge of Jesus this week, which includes growing in our trust of him and our obedience to what he says?
b. How can we grow in our knowledge of Jesus this year?

Possible prompts for prayer: 
Pray for us to resist false teaching and worldliness in our own lives
Pray to bear fruit for the Lord as we abide in Christ this week
Pray to grow in our knowledge of Christ, trusting and obeying him
