Possible Discussion Questions for Community Groups
Based on 1 Peter 5:6-14 and the May 18th Sermon

1) Read 1 Peter 5:6-14. Mike indicated that Peter is reminding believers that the grace of God is ahead of us with resurrection hope but that the journey there will include pressure and suffering. What is one way that you are currently experiencing pressure or suffering in your journey because you choose to follow Jesus? (You may instead identify a way you are experiencing pressure or suffering because we temporarily live in a fallen world.)

2) The sermon focused on three ways to stand in the grace of God: by being humble, alert, and full of hope. 

a. Reread 1 Peter 5:6-7. What encouragement can we gain from knowing that the powerful hand of the Lord is with us and that he will exalt us at the proper time?

b. How can this encouragement protect us from responding to suffering with either despair or outrage/anger?

c. What might it look like for you specifically to humble yourself under the mighty hand of God this week in the context of the pressure or suffering you just identified?

3) 1 Peter 5:7 tells us to cast “all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.” What is an example of how you have cast your anxieties on God in the past or are doing so now? 

4) Reread 1 Peter 5:8-10. How can we be alert and watchful for the schemes of the devil as he (a) looks for weaknesses to exploit and (b) tries to create confusion and disunity?

5) Read the parable of the sower in Mark 4:1-20. Mike focused on one of the biggest schemes of the devil in this technological age, which is numbing us through the constant availability of pleasure and recreation. How can we resist the devil so we aren’t numbed to God’s actual purposes for our lives because we are overindulging in videos, films, TV, games, novels, etc.?

6) Reread 1 Peter 5:10-11. How can we lean on this truth to help us live lives full of hope as we follow Christ?
Possible prompts for prayer: 
Pray for each of us to humble ourselves under God’s mighty hand and cast our cares on him 
Pray for us to be watchful for the schemes of the devil—and to make changes in our media habits in particular if needed
Pray for all of us to be filled with hope as we face pressure and suffering
