Possible Discussion Questions for Community Groups
Based on 1 Peter 5:1-7 and the May 11th Sermon

1) Briefly describe one of the best leaders you have been under (parent, teacher, coach, boss, etc.). 
a. What made that person such a good leader?
b. How did that person’s leadership choices help you work well under his or her authority?

2) Read 1 Peter 5:1-4. Mike indicated that elders/pastors are given the task of feeding, guiding, and protecting a flock that belongs to Christ, not to them. How should that truth impact those who are leading the church?

3) Peter sets up three contrasts in these verses: not serving under compulsion but instead serving willingly, not serving for shameful gain but instead serving eagerly, and not serving through domineering but instead by being an example. 

a. What kinds of challenges emerge if a leader does ministry for personal gain or in a domineering manner?
b. How have you seen someone either at TCC or in another church do a good job of leading through example?

4) Mike contrasted being a participant in the church and being a consumer of the church. What are some practical differences in the behaviors of people who participate in church and people who consume church?

5) Read 1 Peter 5:5-7. What does it look like for people to be appropriately subject to the elders of the church?

6) Peter writes, “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’” When both the leaders of the church and those under the leaders’ authority are humble, how does that help the church to function well?

Possible prompts for prayer: 
Pray for the elders of TCC to shepherd their flock well
Pray for those under the elders’ authority to submit appropriately to their leadership
Pray for all of us to exercise humility as we interact with each other

