Possible Discussion Questions for Community Groups
Based on John 20:1-18, Romans 8:18-25, I Corinthians 15:12-26, and the April 20 Sermon

1) Read John 20:1-18. Mike opened this week’s sermon by asking when the new creation begins and indicating that many people mistakenly think it starts at the Second Coming of Christ instead of with Christ’s resurrection. Why might people think the new creation hasn’t yet begun?
2) Read I Corinthians 15:12-26. Christ is the firstfruits of the new creation so we can get a glimpse of what is to come more fully in the future. What do you see in this passage that is encouraging to you?
3) Read Romans 8:18-25. Mike indicated that the principle of “As goes Man, so goes creation” is indicated in Scripture. What is an example of this principle that we can see in the world around us?
4) People were created to rule over creation and have responsibility for it as stewards for God. While Adam (and Eve) failed at their stewardship, Jesus succeeded. As we live under Jesus’ rule in our lives, what are ways we each can rule responsibly in the places where God has given us leadership and stewardship (i.e., workplaces, homes, neighborhoods, church, etc.)?
[bookmark: _GoBack]5) Mike indicated that we and creation are waiting for resurrection, which is why Easter is such good news for all of creation. The gospel of John emphasizes the fact that Jesus’ tomb was in a garden, which should remind us of the Garden of Eden from Genesis. Easter Sunday ushered in what some have called the 8th day of creation: the beginning of a new world. What are some specific things we can rejoice in for ourselves and creation because of the good news of this 8th day?

Possible prompts for prayer: 
Thank God for the new creation that is breaking into the old creation
Thank Jesus for his rulership over the new creation
Pray for the wisdom to rule wisely in the areas where we are called to be stewards of God’s creation 
Pray for those who do not yet know or follow Jesus as their savior
