Possible Discussion Questions for Community Groups
Based on Jeremiah 7:1-11, Matthew 21:1-17, and the April 13 Sermon

1) Mike opened this week’s sermon with a brief discussion of Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Holy Monday (the cleansing of the temple), Holy Tuesday (the Olivet Discourse: Matthew 24-25, Mark 13, Luke 21:5-36), Spy Wednesday (Judas meeting with Jewish leaders to plan his betrayal), Maundy Thursday (the Last Supper), Good Friday (crucifixion), and Holy Saturday (Jesus in the grave). 
What ideas do you have for how might we celebrate Holy Week well this year?
[bookmark: _GoBack]2) Read Zechariah 9:9-11 and Matthew 21:1-7. Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey, which Mike explained not only emphasized Jesus’ humility but also clearly announced his kingship to the pilgrims who were traveling to Jerusalem for Passover. What does it mean that Jesus is our king?
3) Read Psalm 118:14-29 and Matthew 21:8-11. Mike indicated that “hosanna” is addressed to God and means “save” or “save us.” What do these two passages show us about our salvation?
4) Read Jeremiah 7:1-11 and Matthew 21:12-13. Jesus halts the temple worship for some time by overturning the moneychangers’ tables, quoting from Jeremiah 7 as he does so. Jesus is essentially declaring that the worship in the temple is not acceptable, so he stops it. What do you see in these two passages that can help us understand what kind of worship is not acceptable to God as well as what kind of worship is acceptable?
5) Read Psalm 8:1-2 and Matthew 21:14-17. Why are the chief priests and teachers of the law upset by what Jesus does and says? Why do you think people today still get upset about Jesus?
6) Mike concluded his sermon by emphasizing that we need to respond to Jesus with faith and repentance. How can we do that this coming week?

Possible prompts for prayer: 
Thank God for the salvation he has provided for us
Pray to respond to Jesus with faith and repentance this week
Pray to worship the Lord in ways that honor and please him
Pray for those who do not yet know or follow Jesus as their savior
