Possible Discussion Questions for Community Groups
Based on I Peter 3:18-22 and the March 23 Sermon

1) Read 1 Peter 3:18-22. Mike indicated that Peter may have written this passage with an early Christian creed in mind. Mike then compared part of the Apostles’ Creed with this passage. If you wish, you can have your community group members look up the first part of the Apostles’ Creed and see where they see elements of this creed showing up in the passage:
“I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.”
2) Mike spent some time explaining how the original flood in Genesis is related to both the waters of creation and the flood of judgment that fell on Jesus on the cross. If your group has time, you can read Genesis 1:1-10, Genesis 6:1-8, and Genesis 7:11-24. Discuss the connections you see among these passages and 1 Peter 3:18-22 in terms of the importance and meaning of water. 
3) Read Mark 10:32-40. How is Jesus’ discussion of his upcoming death related to the flood of God’s wrath?
4) Mike reminded us that the context of this passage is Peter writing to persecuted Christians about being prepared to give a reason for the hope that is in them. This passage provides Peter’s explanation of our reason for hope: Christ’s death is our death and Christ’s vindication is our vindication. In what way is Christ’s death our death? In what way is Christ’s vindication our vindication?
5) Read Galatians 2:20. How can we live this coming week as people who are united to Christ in his death, vindication, and salvation?

Possible prompts for prayer: 
Pray that we might experience gratitude for the gift of Christ’s salvation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pray for those we know who need Christ’s salvation 
