
MESSAGE NOTES & SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
WEEK 5 – UNITED ON MISSION 

 
1Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 
believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you 
cannot be saved.” 2This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with 
them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go 
up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question…5Then some of the 
believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles 
must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 
 
The mission gets messy when we focus on the ______ of ______ over the ______ 
of ______ 
 
8“God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to 
them, just as he did to us. 9He did not discriminate between us and them, for he 
purified their hearts by faith. 10Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the 
necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to 
bear? 11No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just 
as they are.” 
 
__________________ is _____ by the __________ of __________ received 
through __________ in __________ 

 
12The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling 
about the signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them.13When 
they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. 14Simon has 
described to us how God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the 
Gentiles. 15The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: 
 
16‘After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I 
will restore it, 17that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles 
who bear My name, says the Lord, who does these things’—18things known from 
long ago.” 
 



__________________ is only relevant when it is _______________ by 
__________________  
 
God’s plan has always been to __________________ a ____________ made up of 
people from ________ ___________ 
 
19“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who 
are turning to God.” 
 
There are _______________ to __________ that we must remove in order to 
__________ ____________ with the ____________ 
 
28It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond 
the following requirements: 29You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from 
blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well 
to avoid these things. Farewell. 

– Acts 15:1-5, 8-11, 12-18, 19, 28-29 NIV 
 
We must be _________________ of the ______________________ of 
__________________ and _______________________ as we live on mission 
 
BIG IDEA  
The __________ needed to _____________ our __________________ as we live 
out the messy mission __________ on the ____________ 
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DIGGING DEEPER  
1. What are some ways that an improper focus can cause the mission of Jesus to 

get messy? 
2. Why is there a tendency to add requirements for salvation? 
3. What was the acknowledgment of the Jerusalem Council regarding how a person 

can be saved? 
4. When is experience relevant to the Christian faith? 
5. Why is this important? 
6. According to this passage, what has God always planned to do? 
7. What was so momentous about what the Apostle James said in Acts 15:19? 
8. What are some ways that we can put up barriers to the Gospel? 
9. How can an awareness of the sensitivities of unbelievers and fellow believers help 

us be more effective on mission with Jesus? 
10. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. What do these verses tell us about the Apostle 

Paul’s sensitivity to people for the sake of Jesus’ mission? 
11. What is the only thing that can unify us on this messy mission? 
12. How is being sensitive different from lacking conviction? 
13. What are some ways that you can be more sensitive to others in the church and 

in the world—without sacrificing conviction—for the sake of the mission? 


