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• What is hope?

•  Faith (πίστις | fides) concerns God’s truth and revelation. Hope (ἐλπίζω | spes) concerns 
God’s goodness and power. In it’s essence, hope is patiently awaiting God’s power or 
goodness (Romans 8:23-25). Thus, hope presupposes that we have faith in the Lord. It also 
presupposes that we do not yet have or see the final goodness, so we hope for it to “come 
through,” so to speak. Theologically speaking, hope is a confidence (com + fides = “with 
faith”) or conviction, not a certainty. If what we hoped for were certain, we wouldn’t hope 
for it, we would expect it. Hope is waiting on the Lord and trusting in Him (Psalm 33:20-22) 
to deliver on His good promises (2 Corinthians 1:10). Hope gives birth to many “child 
virtues,” as William of Auvergne notes, such as confidence, security without laziness, being 
raised up, consolation, strengthening, the expectation of good things promised, and 
joyfulness. 

• What are some of hope’s features?
• Hope isn’t expectation (or mere longing or wishing). 

• Example of waiting in the doctor’s office. 
• Expectation assumes necessity. When we expect something, we assume it will definitely 

come to pass. But the posture of hope is different. Hope takes stock of the contingencies 
that seem to counter what’s hoped for and then hope against those contingencies (Romans 
4:18). Hope takes seriously adverse present conditions, but it transforms the present 
situation through knowledge of the past (e.g., resurrection and promises of Christ) and 
anticipations of the future (Romans 15:4). In other words, the promises of Christ from the 
past about the future inform our hope in the present.  

• Hope involves trusting and waiting on another. 
• I do not hope in myself and what I can do. Hope is an orientation that goes beyond me. 

When I hope, I look to another to “come through” and I patiently await (ὑπομένω = 
“remain under” | Romans 12:12) what’s hoped-for. I entrust myself to the power or 
goodness another. I depend on this other. Which is why hope is opposed to pride. A prideful 
person cannot be a hopeful person. The prideful person tries to make themselves their own 
source of bringing about what’s hoped-for. But that is not hoping. To hope is to trust 
another and to actively allow them to control what’s hoped-for.

• What is a vice of hope?
• Like all gifts of God, hope can be “misused” and spoiled. A vice of hope is a sin related to 

hope, or a deviation from the right orientation of hope. As already noted, hope has to do with 
God’s power and goodness. Vices of hope are rooted in the wrong choice and the use of the 
will in wrongly relating to God’s power and goodness. In short, a vice of hope is a wrong 
way of turning to, toward, and away from God’s power and promises. 

Almighty God uses all the evil, like a 
carpenter, or rather like a universal 
maker, for fashioning, sculpting, 

polishing, brightening, and decorating 
His elect in every way.
~ William of Auvergne

Above all I have learned in the 
Church that my hope should not 

be in a human being.  
~ Augustine
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• Manifestations of hope gone wrong:
• Fear (timoris) as a vice of hope is typically discussed in four senses: filial (filialem), initial 

(initialem), servile (servilem), and worldly fear (mundanum). Each fear corresponds to a 
different evil perceived. That is to say, each fear is a turning to or turning away from God 
based on something to be feared, not a good to acquire. Worldly fear is a turning away from 
God because one fears God’s judgment (cp. mora = terror, dread | Malachi 1:6 / φόβος = 
withdraw, flee | Luke 18:2). Filial fear is a turning to God out of fear of committing a fault 
(cp. yare’ = fear, revere | Isaiah 11:3). Servile fear is a turning to God out of fear of 
punishment (cp. pachad = dread, alarmed | Proverbs 1:7; 33). Initial fear is a turning to God 
out of fear of doing the wrong thing. Worldly fear and servile fear are motivated by threat; 
initial and filial are motivated by reverence. Yet all are motivated by fear of evil, not a desire 
for God’s goodness, which is what motivates hope.

•  Despair (desperatione) is the loss of the possibility or ground of hope. Someone who 
despairs not only gives up doing some act, he gives up altogether. He experiences no hope in 
any area of his life. His entire way of being is without sustenance and liberation—he “feels” 
abandoned. Which is why despair is more than a cessation of grieving (ἀπαλγέω = to cease 
to feel pain for, callousness | Eph. 4:19) or being “at a loss” (ἐξαπορέομαι = to be at a loss | 
2 Corinthians 1:4). It’s more like a movement away from expectation (ἀπελπίζω  
ἀπό = “away” + ἐλπίζω = “expect/hope” | Luke 6:35), yet that is not all. Despair is a 
deviation from hope in God and His power and goodness. One no longer chooses to 
trust in God’s sovereignty, mercy, or controlling power. But this doesn’t mean he no 
longer hopes. To not hope in God is not to choose to hope in nothing. Every aversion is 
a conversion, every turning away is a turning to. As Aquinas notes, “insofar as we are 
deserters from God, we must necessarily turn to other things” (ST 2.2.20.1. reply. 
obj.1). When we despair, we turn to a “created good” (i.e., idol) that appears to us to be 
in more control (e.g.,  My Proud Self, Satan and the pervasiveness of evil, “Nature” 
and the evolution of life, or “Time” and the progress of history), yet deep down we 
know can’t sustain or liberate us.  

•  Presumption (praesumptio) is a wrong way of turning toward God, whereas despair is 
a wrong way of turning away from God and fear a wrong way of turning to God. 
Presumption is more than stubbornness (patsar = “push up against, insubordination” | 1 
Samuel 15:23) or rebellion or insolence (zadon  zud | Proverbs 13:10) We could say it is a 
kind of “swelling up” (aphal | Numbers 14:44) in that one “swells up” in confidence in one’s 
relationship with God. This can occur to two ways. The presumer either relies on his own 
ability to achieve a possible good that surpasses his powers (e.g. healing a cancer patient 
through prayer & fasting) because of his relationship to God or he relies on the goodness or 
power of God when it is not possible (e.g. to offer salvation without repentance or to “save” 
all at the Last Judgment without a profession of faith). Although it looks like hope, 
presumption depreciates God’s power by taking matters into one’s own hands or expecting 
God to do what He cannot or will not do (ST 2.2.21.2. Reply. Obj. 2).

By compulsion and agitation, fear 
shakes off and casts down the devil 
from the human heart and does not 

allow another rider to mount it who is 
opposed to God.

~ William of Auvergne

Despair is a taste of hell. It produces a 
produces a thousand temptations: 

confusion, irritation, protesting and 
bewailing one’s lot, wrong thoughts, 
and wandering from place to place.  

~ Isaac of Syria


