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SUMMER OF PRAYER 2025

The purpose of Summer of Prayer 2025 is simple: Pray More.

It will be a win for our church individually and corporately, by
August, we pray more as a way of life than we do today.

That will not happen by accident or on its own.

Three things must become true this summer for us to habitually pray
more by the end of summer:

1. We come to understand it more.
2. We believe in its power.
3. We cultivate the habit.

This prayer guide is meant for just that.

The Scripture readings in this guide point to the power and
importance of prayer. If you follow this guide over the next seven
weeks, you will begin to establish a rhythm and discipline—a habit—of
spending time in silent prayer with the Lord.

All of our Scripture reading guides bring unity to our church as we
read the same parts of the Bible together every day. This prayer guide

unites us by praying together the same daily prayer each day.

There is also space provided every day for you to pray your own
individual prayers according to your own specific needs.

Come, Holy Spirit, and help shape us into the kinds of people who Pray More.

Let’s GO!

Rodney Adams
Graeme Collett

Kevin Watson



HOW TO USE THIS PRAYER GUIDE

Every day this summer, we will commit to beginning and ending our
days with prayer. Consistency is more important than intensity—
small habits over time will change your life. Choose a specific location
for your daily prayer time and feel free to follow these steps:

1. Follow the Order for Daily Prayer.

2. When prompted, turn to the Scripture reading for that day.

3. Invite the Lord to respond to you and ask Him to show you
next steps.

You will notice a space for writing notes at the conclusion of each
day’s Scripture readings. You may write whatever you feel led to
write. Some examples could be prayers for yourself or others, steps
the Lord may be calling you to take in your own life, or pieces of
Scripture you may be feeling prompted to explore or meditate on.

As needed, feel free to turn to the Occasional Prayers in the back of
the book to find the words that saints of the faith have prayed for
centuries when dealing with certain topics or life circumstances.

Do not feel a burden to “get prayer right” this summer. Prayer is all
about cultivating an honest relationship with Jesus and being open
and willing to change when convicted by the Holy Spirit.

ORDER FOR DAILY PRAYER

GREETING AND PRAISE

O Lord, open our lips, and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. O

God, make speed to save us; O Lord make haste to help us. Glory be
to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

CONFESSION

Being able to identify and admit where we have strayed from God in
thought, word, or action is a necessary skill for spiritual growth. Spend
about 1-2 minutes in reflection, then make a humble confession before
the Lord.



Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole
heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done
your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your
love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the
cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Live free in Christ today!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Gratitude is a skill and a habit. Spend 1-2 minutes—or more—in reflection
giving thanks for the blessings in your life, big or small!

INTERCESSION
Spend 1-2 minutes in silence allowing the Holy Spirit to reveal names of
people for whom to pray.

Tip: When a name pops up out of nowhere, you could just say, “Lord, bless
[Name] today and draw them to You,” or something similar.

DAILY SCRIPTURE AND MEDITATION

Turn to the prompt that corresponds with this week’s theme for prayer.
Read the daily Scripture passage. Feel free to use the notes section as you
spend time in silence with the Lord.

You may choose to do the Scripture reading in the morning, or evening, or both.

CLOSING PRAYER (MORNING)

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night
and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all
wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet
into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness
during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER (EVENING)

O God, the source of all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works: Give to your servants that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments, and that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time
in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



WEEK 1
MONDAY, JUNE 16 - FRIDAY, JUNE 20
KEVIN WATSON

This week's prayer guide is designed to help you prayerfully wrestle
with the Father and Son’s relationship with one another. This week’s
readings point to Jesus’s mission, as the One sent from the Father.
These readings also suggest that those who believe in Jesus’s words
themselves have a role to play.

1. Read the day’s Scripture reading. These are listed for
Monday through Friday. If you miss a day, use the weekend
to catch up.

2. Open each day with the daily prayer below.

3. Invite the Lord to respond (which means listening in
silence for a few moments).

4. Ask Jesus to show you the next steps to keep growing in
your discipleship.

DAILY PRAYER: Jesus, your Word promises that you are the light
of the world and that whoever follows you will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life (John 8:12). Light up my life with your
truth and give me wisdom and guidance as [ walk through this day.
Show me the Father and His perfect love. I believe that you have
come both to protect us from the thief’s desire to steal, butcher, and
destroy and to enable us to receive abundant life through faith in you
(John 10:10). Strengthen my faith. Strengthen my will. Give me grit,
perseverance, and steadfast faithfulness today. Holy Spirit, give me
a hunger for more of you and fill me with your presence. Increase my
expectation to encounter you today and in the coming weeks. In the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, amen!

INVITE: Jesus to show you how His life has made new intimacy and
connection with the Triune God possible for your life right now.

ASK: The Holy Spirit to bless you and everyone at Asbury Church
with a passion for prayer this summer and openness and expectation
to see the Spirit move among us.



MONDAY, JUNE 16

JOHN 7:37-39
RIVERS OF LIVING WATER

7 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried
out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. *®* Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow
rivers of living water.”” ** Now this he said about the Spirit, whom
those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had
not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]




TUESDAY, JUNE 17

JOHN 8:12-30
| AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.” * So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about
yourself; your testimony is not true.” ** Jesus answered, “Even if I do
bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I
came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come
from or where I am going. ** You judge according to the flesh; I judge
no one. ' Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I
alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. "7 In your Law
itis written that the testimony of two people is true. ¥ I am the one
who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears
witness about me.””” They said to him therefore, “Where is your
Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you
knew me, you would know my Father also.” *° These words he spoke
in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him,
because his hour had not yet come.

*' So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek

me, and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot
come.” >* So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where
[ am going, you cannot come’?” ?* He said to them, “You are from
below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this

world. * I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you
believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” ** So they said to

him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling
you from the beginning. ** I have much to say about you and much to
judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I
have heard from him.” * They did not understand that he had been
speaking to them about the Father. *® So Jesus said to them, “When
you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he,
and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the
Father taught me. ?* And he who sent me is with me. He has not left
me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” *° As he
was saying these things, many believed in him.



PRAYER RESPONSE|
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18

JOHN 8:48-59
BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS, | AM

*8 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are

a Samaritan and have a demon?” *° Jesus answered, “I do not have

a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. *° Yet I do

not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the
judge. *' Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will
never see death.” ** The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you
have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If
anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.” ** Are you greater
than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do
you make yourself out to be?” ** Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself,
my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you
say, ‘He is our God.” ** But you have not known him. I know him. If I
were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do
know him and I keep his word. *® Your father Abraham rejoiced that
he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” * So the Jews

said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen
Abraham?” *8 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before
Abraham was, I am.” ** So they picked up stones to throw at him, but
Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.

[PRAYER RESPONSE|




THURSDAY, JUNE 19
JOHN 10:7-21

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door
of the sheep. ® All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but
the sheep did not listen to them. ° I am the door. If anyone enters by
me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. '° The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may
have life and have it abundantly. " I am the good shepherd. The

good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. ' He who is a hired
hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them
and scatters them. " He flees because he is a hired hand and cares
nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own

and my own know me, ** just as the Father knows me and I know the
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. '* And I have other sheep
that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd." For this reason
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up
again. '® No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.
I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up
again. This charge I have received from my Father.”

' There was again a division among the Jews because of these
words. *° Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is insane; why
listen to him?” ' Others said, “These are not the words of one who
is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

|PRAYER RESPONSEI
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FRIDAY, JUNE 20

JOHN 14:1-11
| AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE

14 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in
me. > In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would

I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? * And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself,
that where I am you may be also. * And you know the way to where I
am going.” * Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. ” If you had known me, you would have known my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for
us.” ? Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still
do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?'° Do you not believe that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does
his works." Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me,
or else believe on account of the works themselves.

[PRAYER RESPONSE|




WEEK 2
MONDAY, JUNE 23 - FRIDAY, JUNE 27
KEVIN WATSON

This week's prayer guide is designed to help you see and experience
what is possible through the work of Jesus Christ, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, in the lives of those who are disciples of Jesus.

1. Read the day’s Scripture reading. These are listed for
Monday through Friday. If you miss a day, use the weekend
to catch up.

2. Open each day with the daily prayer below.

3. Invite the Lord to respond (which means listening in
silence for a few moments).

4. Ask Jesus to show you the next steps to keep growing in
your discipleship.

DAILY PRAYER: Jesus, I believe in you! Your word promises that
“whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater
works than these will he do” (John 14:12). You promised to send us
the Holy Spirit, to be with us forever (John 14:16) and to dwell within
us (John 14:17). And you have promised that you will not leave us as
orphans (John 14:18). Show me how to receive the authority that you
have given me in Christ. Increase my expectations for my life with
you, Lord Jesus. Give me eyes to see what you are doing in the world
around me. Give me ears to hear your guidance and direction for my
life. Fill me with boldness and courage to receive all the promises of
the gospel. Help me settle for nothing less than what you have made
possible through your life, death, and resurrection. I ask this in trust
and confidence in you, praying in the name of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Amen!

INVITE: The Holy Spirit to come and “dwell within you and be in
you” (John 14:17). Invite Him to abide in you—guiding and directing
your steps every moment of the day.

ASK: The Lord to show you a place He wants you to pray bold prayers

for other people in order that Jesus’s followers would continue to do
His works.

13



14

MONDAY, JUNE 23
JOHN 14:12-18

2 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am
going to the Father.” Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. " If you ask me anything
in my name, I will do it.

JESUS PROMISES THE HOLY SPIRIT

' “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. '* And I will
ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, 7 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he
dwells with you and will be in you.

'8 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI




TUESDAY, JUNE 24
JOHN 14:19-31

Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will
see me. Because I live, you also will live. *°In that day you will know
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.* Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest
myself to him.” 2 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is

it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” *Jesus
answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home
with him. **Whoever does not love me does not keep my words.

And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.

**“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. ** But
the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I
have said to you. > Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid. *® You heard me say to you, ‘I am going
away, and I will come to you.” If you loved me, you would have
rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater
than I. > And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when

it does take place you may believe. *°I will no longer talk much with
you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, *but
I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know
that Ilove the Father. Rise, let us go from here.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]}

15



16

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25
JOHN 15
| AM THE TRUE VINE

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.? Every
branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more

fruit. * Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken
to you. * Abide in me, and [ in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in me. ° I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you
can do nothing. ¢ If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away
like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned.” If you abide in me, and my words abide

in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ® By this
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be
my disciples. * As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide
in my love. '° If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his
love. " These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full.

> “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. " Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down
his life for his friends. ™ You are my friends if you do what I command
you. '* No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that

I have heard from my Father [ have made known to you. '* You did

not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should

go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. "’ These things I
command you, so that you will love one another.

THE HATRED OF THE WORLD

'8 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated
you. ”* If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own;
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you. *° Remember the word that I said to
you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.” If they persecuted

me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also



keep yours. * But all these things they will do to you on account of
my name, because they do not know him who sent me. * If I had not
come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but
now they have no excuse for their sin. > Whoever hates me hates my
Father also. ** If I had not done among them the works that no one
else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and
hated both me and my Father. ** But the word that is written in their
Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear
witness about me. * And you also will bear witness, because you have
been with me from the beginning.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI
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THURSDAY, JUNE 26
JOHN 16:5-15

*But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me,
‘Where are you going?’ ® But because I have said these things to

you, sorrow has filled your heart. ” Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it
is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper
will not come to you. Butif I go, I will send him to you. ® And when

he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment: ° concerning sin, because they do not believe in

me; '°concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you
will see me no longer; " concerning judgment, because the ruler of
this world is judged.

24T still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. ®When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come. *He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare
it to you. ** All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]




FRIDAY, JUNE 27
JOHN 17:20-26

20 “T do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me
through their word, * that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are
in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may
believe that you have sent me. ** The glory that you have given me I
have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one,* I in
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that

the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you
loved me. ** Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given

me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given
me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. * O
righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know
you, and these know that you have sent me. ** I made known to them
your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

[PRAYER RESPONSE|
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WEEK 3
MONDAY, JUNE 30 - FRIDAY, JULY 4
GRAEME COLLETT

“Spiritual Warfare” is a phrase that can stir up very different
reactions. For some, it feels familiar—Ilike something they’ve
seen often. For others, it feels uncomfortable or even unfamiliar,
depending on their church background.

This week, our goal is to take some of the mystery and fear out of this
phrase and better equip ourselves to face the spiritual battles that
often go unseen but are very real.

Here’s a key question: Are you facing spiritual opposition? If so, it
might be a sign that you're walking in obedience with Christ. The
enemy doesn’t waste time attacking those who aren’t a threat to his
plans.

Think about the last time you stepped out in faith. Did things
suddenly get harder? That is often when opposition shows up. The
more we press into God's calling, the more resistance we may face.

Take time this week to reflect: Have you experienced spiritual
warfare? What was happening in your life? How did you respond?

Use this week’s prayer guide to help you lean into God’s strength,
take up His authority, and walk faithfully—even when the battle gets
tough.

1. Read the day’s Scripture reading. These are listed for
Monday through Friday. If you miss a day, use the weekend
to catch up.

2. Open each day with the daily prayer below.

3. Invite the Lord to respond (which means listening in
silence for a few moments).

4. Ask Jesus to show you the next steps to keep growing in
your discipleship.



DAILY PRAYER: Lord, the giver of life, the author and perfector of
my faith (Hebrews 12:2): Today, I choose to step into the authority
you have given me as a child of the Most High God! Today, I choose to
walk in obedience regardless of what opposition I might face, whether
seen or unseen. Today, I will demolish every argument and pretension
that sets itself against the knowledge of God and take captive any
thought which is not from you and submit them to the authority of
Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 10: 5). Give me the boldness to rebuke the
evil forces that choose to steal, kill, or destroy (John 10:10) the work
you are doing in and through me, which brings LIFE! Fill me with

the joy and confidence that can only be found in you, Christ Jesus,
regardless of the trials or tensions the world might send my way today.
Finally, Lord, make me ready for the battles you need me to wage for
your Kingdom as we push back the spiritual forces of wickedness
(Ephesians 6:10-18). In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen!

INVITE: The Lord to show you the spiritual opposition the enemy
is trying to use to distract you from the work that God is calling you to
today!

ASK: Jesus to be your rock and salvation as you wage war against the
spiritual forces of darkness, as you lean into the authority which Christ
has given you as a child of God.

MONDAY, JUNE 30
MATTHEW 4:1-11

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. > And after fasting forty days and forty nights,

he was hungry. *And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” *But he
answered, “It is written,

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

*Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle
21
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of the temple ¢ and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down, for it is written,

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and
“‘On their hands they will bear you up,

lest you strike your foot against a stone.””

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord
your God to the test.”” ® Again, the devil took him to a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
glory. ® And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” '° Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan!
For it is written,

““You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.””

"Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were
ministering to him.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]




TUESDAY, JULY 1
LUKE 4:31-37
JESUS HEALS A MAN WITH AN UNCLEAN DEMON

* And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was
teaching them on the Sabbath, ** and they were astonished at his
teaching, for his word possessed authority. ** And in the synagogue
there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he
cried out with a loud voice, ** “Hal What have you to do with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are—the Holy One of God.” * But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown

him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no
harm. * And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What s
this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean
spirits, and they come out!” ¥ And reports about him went out into
every place in the surrounding region.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 2
1 PETER 5:6-11

¢ Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so

that at the proper time he may exalt you, ” casting all your anxieties
on him, because he cares for you. ® Be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. ° Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the
same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood
throughout the world. '° And after you have suffered a little while, the
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. " To him be
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI




THURSDAY, JULY 3
2 CORINTHIANS 10:3-5

® For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according

to the flesh. * For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but
have divine power to destroy strongholds. * We destroy arguments
and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take
every thought captive to obey Christ,

[PRAYER RESPONSE]}
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FRIDAY, JULY 4
2 KINGS 6:8-23
HORSES AND CHARIOTS OF FIRE

8 Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took
counsel with his servants, saying, “At such and such a place shall

be my camp.” *But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel,
“Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are going
down there.” '° And the king of Israel sent to the place about which
the man of God told him. Thus he used to warn him, so that he saved
himself there more than once or twice.

"And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of
this thing, and he called his servants and said to them, “Will you

not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?” > And one of his
servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who

is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your
bedroom.” ® And he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and
seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in Dothan.” *So he sent
there horses and chariots and a great army, and they came by night
and surrounded the city.

»When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and
went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the
city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?”'“He
said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than

those who are with them.”  Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord,
please open his eyes that he may see.” So the Lord opened the eyes

of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full

of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. ' And when the Syrians
came down against him, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, “Please
strike this people with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in
accordance with the prayer of Elisha. ' And Elisha said to them, “This is
not the way, and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to
the man whom you seek.” And he led them to Samaria.

20 As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O Lord, open the eyes
of these men, that they may see.” So the Lord opened their eyes and
they saw, and behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. * As soon

as the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My father, shall I
strike them down? Shall I strike them down?” * He answered, “You



shall not strike them down. Would you strike down those whom you
have taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set bread
and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go to their
master.” 2 So he prepared for them a great feast, and when they had
eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master.
And the Syrians did not come again on raids into the land of Israel.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]}
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WEEK 4
MONDAY, JULY 7 - FRIDAY, JULY 11
RODNEY ADAMS

The Scripture readings this week show us a wide range of heart
conditions and responses to God’s grace. Some people eagerly desire
the life of God and are ready to receive His blessing, while others
choose death over spiritual growth. It is almost impossible to predict
which path someone will choose just by observing them outwardly.

What about us? The whole point of Christian discipleship is to train
our hearts to recognize the Lord’s grace in our life and to be willing
to receive it. Only then can we grow in Christ and step into the
Kingdom-building responsibility He has laid before us.

1. Read the day’s Scripture reading. These are listed for
Monday through Friday. If you miss a day, use the weekend
to catch up.

2. Open each day with the daily prayer below.

3. Invite the Lord to respond (which means listening in

silence for a few moments).

4. Ask Jesus to show you the next steps to keep growing in
your discipleship.

DAILY PRAYER: Give me, O Lord, a steadfast heart, which no
unworthy thought can drag down; an unconquered heart, which

no tribulation can wear out; an upright heart, which no unworthy
purpose can tempt aside. Bestow upon me understanding to know
you, diligence to seek you, wisdom to find you, and faithfulness that
finally may embrace you. Amen. -St. Thomas Aquinas

INVITE: The Holy Spirit to search your heart and with gentleness
reveal areas of untruth and brokenness that need healing.

ASK: For the Lord’s forgiveness of your sins and His strength to walk
in truth and light.



MONDAY, JULY 7
MATTHEW 15:1-31

15 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from
Jerusalem and asked, > “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the
elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!”

*Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for
the sake of your tradition? * For God said, ‘Honor your father and
mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put
to death.’ ®* But you say that if anyone declares that what might have
been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ ®they
are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the
word of God for the sake of your tradition. ’You hypocrites! Isaiah
was right when he prophesied about you:
8“These people honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.
° They worship me in vain;

their teachings are merely human rules.””

19 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and

understand. " What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile
them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles
them.”" Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know
that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?”

 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not

planted will be pulled up by the roots. * Leave them; they are blind
guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”

' Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.” ' “Are you still so

dull?” Jesus asked them. " “Don’t you see that whatever enters the
mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? '* But the
things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and
these defile them. ¥ For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder,
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. ** These
are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not
defile them.”

THE FAITH OF A CANAANITE WOMAN
' Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying
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out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-
possessed and suffering terribly.” *Jesus did not answer a word. So
his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she
keeps crying out after us.” > He answered, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of Israel.”?* The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help
me!” she said. **He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread
and toss it to the dogs.” > “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” * Then Jesus said to
her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her
daughter was healed at that moment.

JESUS FEEDS THE FOUR THOUSAND

»? Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went

up on a mountainside and sat down. *° Great crowds came to him,
bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others,
and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. *' The people were
amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the
lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]




TUESDAY, JULY 8
JOHN 13:1-30
JESUS WASHES HIS DISCIPLES’ FEET

13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

*The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. *Jesus knew that the
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from
God and was returning to God; *so he got up from the meal, took off his
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. * After that, he
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying
them with the towel that was wrapped around him.® He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus
replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will
understand.” ® “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
°®“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands
and my head as well!”'° Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath
need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are
clean, though not every one of you.” " For he knew who was going to
betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.

2When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes

and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked them. ®*“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly
so, for that is what I am. * Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. *I have
set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. '*Very
truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. ” Now that you know
these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

JESUS PREDICTS HIS BETRAYAL

'8 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this
is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has
turned against me.” ” “I am telling you now before it happens, so that
when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am.?*° Very truly
I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever
accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”
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! After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very
truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.” **His disciples
stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.**One
of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to

him. *>*Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him
which one he means.” * Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him,
“Lord, who is it?” *¢ Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give
this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping
the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. > As
soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. So Jesus told
him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” ?* But no one at the meal
understood why Jesus said this to him. ?° Since Judas had charge of
the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was
needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. **As soon as
Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.

[PRAYER RESPONSE|




WEDNESDAY, JULY 9
LUKE 9:22-39

22And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the
law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

*Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. ** For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their
life for me will save it.> What good is it for someone to gain the
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? > Whoever is
ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of
them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of
the holy angels.”” “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will
not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.”

THE TRANSFIGURATION

8 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and

James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. ** As he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became
as bright as a flash of lightning. ** Two men, Moses and Elijah,
appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. * They spoke

about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment

at Jerusalem. **Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but

when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men
standing with him. ** As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him,
“Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he
was saying.) ** While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered
them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.* A voice came
from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to
him.” ** When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone.
The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that
time what they had seen.

JESUS HEALS A DEMON-POSSESSED BOY
*’The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large
crowd met him. *®* A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you
to look at my son, for he is my only child. * A spirit seizes him and he
suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at
the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him.
33



34

PRAYER RESPONSEI




THURSDAY, JULY 10
MATTHEW 19:16-30

THE RICH AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD

!¢ Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good
thing must I do to get eternal life?” " “Why do you ask me about what
is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to
enter life, keep the commandments.” ® “Which ones?” he inquired.
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you
shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, > honor your father
and mother,” and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.”” 2° “All these I have
kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” * Jesus answered, “If
you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
2When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had
great wealth.

**Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. **Again I tell
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than

for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” * When the
disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who
then can be saved?” **Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this
is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” > Peter answered
him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be
for us?” *®Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all
things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
of Israel. * And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or
father or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a
hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. ** But many who
are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.
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FRIDAY, JULY 11
JOHN 4:1-30
JESUS TALKS WITH A SAMARITAN WOMAN

4 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining
and baptizing more disciples than John— ? although in fact it was not
Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. *So he left Judea and went back
once more to Galilee. *Now he had to go through Samaria. *So he came
to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. ¢Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he
was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.

“When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to

her, “Will you give me a drink?” & (His disciples had gone into the
town to buy food.) ° The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For
Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) '°Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would
have asked him and he would have given you living water.” " “Sir,”

the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep.
Where can you get this living water? > Are you greater than our father
Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his
sons and his livestock?” *Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this
water will be thirsty again, *but whoever drinks the water I give them
will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” * The woman said to him,
“Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

'*He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”"” “I have no
husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you
say you have no husband. ¥ The fact is, you have had five husbands,
and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just
said is quite true.” " “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are

a prophet. 2° Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you
Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

2 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. **You
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do
know, for salvation is from the Jews. **Yet a time is coming and has
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the
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Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father
seeks. * God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit
and in truth.” »* The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called
Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
*Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”

The Disciples Rejoin Jesus

*Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him
talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why
are you talking with her?” > Then, leaving her water jar, the woman
went back to the town and said to the people, ** “Come, see a man who
told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” *° They came
out of the town and made their way toward him.

[PRAYER RESPONSE|




WEEK 5
MONDAY, JULY 14 - FRIDAY, JULY 18
KEVIN WATSON

Jesus heals! If we are in Christ and are filled with the Holy Spirit, we
have authority to heal in Jesus’s name as well. This week’s prayer
guide shows us both a concrete example of healing in the name of
Jesus as well as revealing tension and conflict that can accompany
demonstrations of the inbreaking kingdom of God.

1. Read the day’s Scripture reading. These are listed for
Monday through Friday. If you miss a day, use the weekend
to catch up.

2. Open each day with the daily prayer below.

3. Invite the Lord to respond (which means listening in
silence for a few moments).

4. Ask Jesus to show you the next steps to keep growing in
your discipleship.

DAILY PRAYER: Lord, show me what you want to do in my life

and in the lives of those around me. Grant me faith to ask for what I
need and trust in your provision. Father, sometimes I am content to
just get by, to merely survive. Increase my expectations for life with
you. Show me your desire and your ability to enable me to thrive

as a disciple of Jesus Christ—in this life! As Ilearn to live more and
more boldly for you in the world, increase my tolerance for pain,
discomfort, and even rejection when they come from faithfulness to
you. Jesus, I join my voice and my prayers with the believers in Acts
4 who prayed for boldness: “And now, Lord, look upon their threats
and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all
boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus”
(Acts 4:29-30). Help me turn from seeking comfort in the world and
look to you and you alone as the source of my hope and consolation.
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, amen!

INVITE: Jesus to show you places where He wants to move in the
world through you.

ASK: The Holy Spirit to prepare you to pray with joyful expectation
in his power and authority being made visible when Jesus gives you
the opportunity.
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MONDAY, JULY 14
ACTS 3:1-10
THE LAME BEGGAR HEALED

3 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour

of prayer, the ninth hour. > And a man lame from birth was being
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called
the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. *Seeing
Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive

alms. * And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said,
“Look at us.” * And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to
receive something from them. ¢ But Peter said, “I have no silver and
gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ

of Nazareth, rise up and walk!””And he took him by the right hand
and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made
strong. ®*And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the
temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. ° And all
the people saw him walking and praising God, '>and recognized him
as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for
alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had
happened to him

[PRAYER RESPONSE]




TUESDAY, JULY 15
ACTS 3:11-26
PETER SPEAKS IN SOLOMON'S PORTICO

"While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded,
ran together to them in the portico called Solomon's. * And when
Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own
power or piety we have made him walk? ¥ The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified
his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the
presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him.But you
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be
granted to you, * and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. '* And his name—by faith in
his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and
the faith thatis through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in
the presence of you all.

7“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also
your rulers. ®* But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets,
that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. ” Repent therefore,

and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out,*° that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may
send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus,* whom heaven must receive
until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by
the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. > Moses said, ‘The Lord God
will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall
listen to him in whatever he tells you. ?* And it shall be that every
soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the
people.” **And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and
those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. **You are

the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with
your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.” * God, having raised up his servant,
sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from
your wickedness.”
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 16
ACTS 4:1-22

PETER AND JOHN BEFORE THE COUNCIL

4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the
captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, > greatly
annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in
Jesus the resurrection from the dead. *And they arrested them

and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already
evening. *But many of those who had heard the word believed,

and the number of the men came to about five thousand.

>On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together
in Jerusalem, ®*with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. ”And when
they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by
what name did you do this?” ® Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are being examined
today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means
this man has been healed, °let it be known to all of you and to all the
people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing
before you well. " This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders, which has become the cornerstone.? And there is salvation in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among

men by which we must be saved.”

B Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived
that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished.
And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. *But seeing the
man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say
in opposition. ¥ But when they had commanded them to leave the
council, they conferred with one another, *saying, “What shall we do
with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through
them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot
deny it. " But in order that it may spread no further among the people,
let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” ¥ So
they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in
the name of Jesus. Y But Peter and John answered them, “Whether
itis right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you
must judge, ** for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and
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heard.” * And when they had further threatened them, they let them
go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were
praising God for what had happened. ** For the man on whom this sign
of healing was performed was more than forty years old.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI




THURSDAY, JULY 17
ACTS 4:23-31
THE BELIEVERS PRAY FOR BOLDNESS

When they were released, they went to their friends and reported
what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. ** And when
they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said,
“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and
everything in them, ** who through the mouth of our father David,
your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,
““Why did the Gentiles rage,

and the peoples plot in vain?
2¢The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers were gathered together,

against the Lord and against his Anointed’—

" for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate,

along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, > to do whatever your
hand and your plan had predestined to take place. * And now, Lord, look
upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your
word with all boldness, ** while you stretch out your hand to heal, and
signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.” * And when they had prayed, the place in which they were
gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI
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FRIDAY, JULY 18
ACTS 4:32-37
THEY HAD EVERYTHING IN COMMON

*>Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart

and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged

to him was his own, but they had everything in common. ** And

with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them

all. **There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were
owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of
what was sold * and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed
to each as any had need. ** Thus Joseph, who was also called by the
apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a
native of Cyprus, *’sold a field that belonged to him and brought the
money and laid it at the apostles' feet.

[PRAYER RESPONSE|




WEEK 6
MONDAY, JULY 21 - FRIDAY, JULY 25
KEVIN WATSON

Last week, we looked in depth at one specific healing in Acts. This
healing was followed by the proclamation of the gospel by the
disciples, persecution by the religious authorities, and strengthening
of the discipleship by the Holy Spirit. This week's prayer guide
highlights several additional accounts of healing by Jesus’s disciples
in Acts.

1. Read the day’s Scripture reading. These are listed for
Monday through Friday. If you miss a day, use the weekend
to catch up.

2. Open each day with the daily prayer below.

3. Invite the Lord to respond (which means listening in
silence for a few moments).

4. Ask Jesus to show you the next steps to keep growing in
your discipleship.

DAILY PRAYER: This week, you are invited to pray for strength for
yourself and others to know the love of God in Christ and be filled
with the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The daily prayer this week has two
parts: First, ask Jesus to reveal people to you for whom He wants you
to pray. Second, with yourself and anyone else Jesus brings to mind,
pray this prayer from Ephesians:

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory
he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith — that
you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge, that you may
be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask
or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.
Amen (Ephesians 3:14-21).
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INVITE: Jesus to show you specific people and circumstances to
pray into.

ASK: The Father to break into the lives of these people and these
circumstances. Ask with boldness and confidence that the Father
loves to give good gifts to his children (Matthew 7:11).

MONDAY, JULY 21
ACTS 5:12-16

MANY SIGNS AND WONDERS DONE

2Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the
people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together

in Solomon's Portico. * None of the rest dared join them, but the
people held them in high esteem. * And more than ever believers
were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, "*so
that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on
cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall
on some of them. ' The people also gathered from the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits,
and they were all healed.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]




TUESDAY, JULY 22
ACTS 9:32-43
THE HEALING OF AENEAS

2Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down
also to the saints who lived at Lydda. ** There he found a man named
Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. ** And Peter
said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.”
And immediately he rose. ** And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon
saw him, and they turned to the Lord.

DORCAS RESTORED TO LIFE

*Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which,
translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of
charity. *In those days she became ill and died, and when they had
washed her, they laid her in an upper room. **Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to
him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” ** So Peter rose
and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the
upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing
tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with
them. *° But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed;
and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her
eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. * And he gave her his hand
and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented
her alive. “* And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. ¥ And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one
Simon, a tanner.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 23
ACTS 19:11-20
THE SONS OF SCEVA

"And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of

Paul, ?so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his
skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them

and the evil spirits came out of them. ¥ Then some of the itinerant
Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over
those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom
Paul proclaims.” " Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva
were doing this. " But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know,
and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” '* And the man in whom was
the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered
them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. "7 And
this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews

and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord
Jesus was extolled. '® Also many of those who were now believers
came, confessing and divulging their practices. ? And a number of
those who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and
burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them
and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. *° So the word of
the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI




THURSDAY, JULY 24
ACTS 20:7-12
EUTYCHUS RAISED FROM THE DEAD

70n the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to
break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next
day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight. ® There were many
lamps in the upper room where we were gathered. ?And a young man
named Eutychus, sitting at the window, sank into a deep sleep as
Paul talked still longer. And being overcome by sleep, he fell down
from the third story and was taken up dead. '°But Paul went down
and bent over him, and taking him in his arms, said, “Do not be
alarmed, for his life is in him.” " And when Paul had gone up and had
broken bread and eaten, he conversed with them a long while, until
daybreak, and so departed. * And they took the youth away alive, and
were not a little comforted.

[PRAYER RESPONSE|
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FRIDAY, JULY 25
ACTS 28:1-10
PAUL ON MALTA

28 After we were brought safely through, we then learned

that the island was called Malta. > The native people showed us
unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all,
because it had begun to rain and was cold.*When Paul had gathered
a bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a viper came out because
of the heat and fastened on his hand. * When the native people saw
the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “No
doubt this man is a murderer. Though he has escaped from the

sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” *He, however, shook off
the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. ¢ They were waiting
for him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But when they had
waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to him, they changed
their minds and said that he was a god.

"Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to

the chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and
entertained us hospitably for three days. ®It happened that the
father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited
him and prayed, and putting his hands on him, healed him. °* And
when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island who
had diseases also came and were cured. '° They also honored us
greatly, and when we were about to sail, they put on board whatever
we needed.

[PRAYER RESPONSE]




WEEK 7
MONDAY, JULY 28 - FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

GRAEME COLLETT

As we wrap up our Summer of Prayer, take time to press pause and
reflect on what the Lord has done this season. . Where have you seen
the Lord at work? What has the Lord done in or through you? Where
have you leaned into the Lord in prayer? Who have you interceded
for?

The question is, what will the next days, weeks, months, and even
years look like moving forward for you? Will you continue to lean
into your prayer life, and will you walk in step obediently where He
asks you to go? What does that look like for you? What stirrings have
you had in your spirit lately? How will you continue to push back the
spiritual darkness and walk in the authority of Christ?

This week’s prayer guide is focused on recounting and reflecting on
what the Lord has been doing in your life over our summer together.
May prayer be your first response, regardless of your season. We
invite you to do four things each day:

1. Read the day’s Scripture reading. These are listed for
Monday through Friday. If you miss a day, use the weekend
to catch up.

2. Open each day with the daily prayer below.

3. Invite the Lord to respond (which means listening in

silence for a few moments).

4. Ask Jesus to show you the next steps to keep growing in
your discipleship.

DAILY PRAYER: Lord, today I thank you for revealing your power
and glory in my life. Forgive me for the times that I have tried to take
my life into my own hands and have neglected to turn to you. Lord, I
do not want a Spirit of Adam, which desires to control my life. I want
the Spirit of Jesus who chose to lay down His own life so that I might
live in Him. In moments of celebration, and in moments of sorrow,
help me to turn to you first. Help me to give thanks and help me to cry
out for mercy in times of need. Lord, teach me to pray as you taught
your disciples to pray:
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“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen!”

INVITE: The Lord to show you what sins you must confess so He can
bring forgiveness, cleansing, and wholeness.

ASK: Jesus to reveal your next steps to keep growing and moving forward

MONDAY, JULY 28
LUKE 11:1-4
THE LORD'S PRAYER

11 Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished,
one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught
his disciples.” *And he said to them, “When you pray, say:

“Father,

hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

*Give us each day our daily bread,

*and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

PRAYER RESPONSE|




TUESDAY, JULY 29
LUKE 11:4-13

* and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

* And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to

him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, ¢ for

a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set
before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me;

the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot
get up and give you anything’? ® I tell you, though he will not get up
and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his
impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. *And I tell
you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. ' For everyone who asks receives,

and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be
opened. "What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will
instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give
him a scorpion? ®If you then, who are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him

')’

[PRAYER RESPONSE|
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 30
LUKE 8:43-48

* And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood

for twelve years, and though she had spent all her living on
physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. ** She came up behind
him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her
discharge of blood ceased. ** And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched
me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround
you and are pressing in on you!” *¢ But Jesus said, “Someone touched
me, for I perceive that power has gone out from me.” ¥’ And when the
woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling
down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she
had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. ** And
he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”

[PRAYER RESPONSE]




THURSDAY, JULY 31
COLOSSIANS 1:9-14

° And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for

you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in

all spiritual wisdom and understanding, '°so as to walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; "being strengthened
with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy; > giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. * He has delivered
us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, *in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 1
EPHESIANS 3:14-21
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL STRENGTH

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, ** from whom every
family in heaven and on earth is named, ' that according to the riches
of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through
his Spiritin your inner being, "’ so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, " may
have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth
and length and height and depth, ** and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

2°Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, *to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.

|PRAYER RESPONSEI




OCCASIONAL PRAYERS

A GRACE BEFORE MEALS

Bless us, O Lord, and these thy gifts, which we are about to receive
from thy bounty, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

or

Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the Universe, for you give us food
to sustain our lives and make our hearts glad; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

FOR OUR NATION

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage:
We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a
people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land
with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure conduct. Save

us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance,
and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one
united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds
and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom, in thy
Name, we entrust the authority of government, that there may be
justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law,
we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In

the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the
day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all of which we ask
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR A BIRTHDAY

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your
servant N. as he/she begins another year. Grant that he/she may grow
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his/her trust in your goodness

all the days of his/her life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR A CHILD, OR FOR A BIRTHDAY

Watch over your child N., O Lord, as his/her days increase; bless
him/her and guide him/her, and keep him/her unspotted from the
world. Strengthen him/her when he/she stands; comfort him/her when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise him/her up if he/she falls; and in his/her
heart may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days

of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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FOR A MARRIAGE OR ANNIVERSARY

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage thatinitis
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church: Send
your blessing upon these your servants [as they begin another year],
that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness
and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a
haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done

for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the
beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of
love. We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for

the loving care which surrounds us on every side. We thank you for
setting us at tasks that demand our best efforts, and for leading us to
accomplish- ments that satisfy and delight us. We thank you also for
those disap- pointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our
dependence on you alone. Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus
Christ; for the truth of His Word and the example of His life; for His
steadfast obedience, by which He overcame temptation; for His dying,
through which He conquered death; and for His rising to life again,

in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. Grant us the gift
of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make Him known; and
through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in
all things. Amen.

FOR OUR ENEMIES

O God, the Creator of all, whose Son commanded us to love our
enemies: Lead them and us from prejudice to truth; deliver them and
us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable us
all to stand reconciled before you in Jesus Christ; in whose Name we
pray. Amen.

AT THE TIME OF DEATH

Rest eternal grant to N., O Lord; and may his/her soul, and the souls of
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace and
in the sure and certain hope of the Resurrection. Amen.



FOR DESIRING GOD

O God, grant that we may desire you, and desiring you seek you, and
seeking you find you, and finding you be satisfied in you forever.
Amen.

FOR A PERSON IN TROUBLE OR BEREAVEMENT

O merciful Father, you have taught us in your holy Word that you do
not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men: Look with pity on
the sorrows of your servant N. Remember him/her, O Lord, in mercy;
nourish his/her soul with patience; comfort him/her with a sense of
your goodness; lift up your countenance upon him/her; and give
him/her peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR THE DISCOURAGED AND DOWNCAST

O God, almighty and merciful, you heal the broken-hearted, and turn
the sadness of the sorrowful to joy: Let your fatherly goodness be
upon all whom you have made. Remember in pity all those who are
this day destitute, homeless, elderly, infirm, or forgotten. Bless the
multitude of your poor. Lift up those who are cast down. Mightily
befriend innocent sufferers, and sanctify to them the endurance of
their wrongs. Cheer with hope all who are discouraged and downcast,
and by your heavenly grace preserve from falling those whose poverty
tempts them to sin. Though they be troubled on every side, suffer
them not to be distressed; though they are perplexed, save them from
despair. Grant this, O Lord, for the love of him who for our sakes
became poor, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

FOR HELP TO BEAR BEREAVEMENT

Heavenly Father, help us to entrust our loved ones to your care.
Though sorrow darkens our lives, help us to look up to you,
remembering the cloud of witnesses by which we are surrounded.
And grant that we on earth, rejoicing ever in your presence, may share
with them the rest and peace which your presence gives; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR QUIET CONFIDENCE

O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we
shall be saved, in quietness and in confidence shall be our strength:
By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we pray thee, to thy presence, where
we may be still and know that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

FOR RECOVERY FROM SICKNESS

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive
away from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: Be present in
your goodness with your servant N., that his/her weakness may be
banished and his strength restored; and that, his/her health being
renewed, he/she may bless your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

FOR A SICK CHILD
Heavenly Father, watch with us over your child N., and grant that he/she
may be restored to that perfect health which it is yours alone to give;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BEFORE AN OPERATION

Strengthen your servant N., O God, to do what he/she has to do and
bear what he/she has to bear; that, accepting your healing gifts
through the skill of surgeons and nurses, he/she may be restored to
usefulness in your world with a thankful heart; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

FOR THE SANCTIFICATION OF ILLNESS

Sanctify, O Lord, the sickness of your servant N., that the sense of
his/her weakness may add strength to his/her faith and seriousness
to his/her repentance; and grant that he may live with you in

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL

May God the Father bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy
Spirit give you strength. May God the holy and undivided Trinity
guard your body, save your soul, and bring you safely to his heavenly

country; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.



FOR TRUST IN GOD

O God, the source of all health: So fill my heart with faith in your
love, that with calm expectancy I may make room for your power to
possess me, and gracefully accept your healing; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

WHEN IN PAIN

Lord Jesus Christ, by your patience in suffering you hallowed earthly
pain and gave us the example of obedience to your Father's will: Be
near me in my time of weakness and pain; sustain me by your grace,
that my strength and courage may not fail; heal me according to
your will; and help me always to believe that what happens to me
here is of little account if you hold me in eternal life, my Lord and my
God. Amen.

FOR THE VICTIMS OF ADDICTION

O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with
compassion upon all who through addiction have lost their health
and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy;
remove from them the fears that beset them; strengthen them in the
work of their recovery; and to those who care for them, give patient

understanding and persevering love. Amen.
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