
W E L C O M E  T O  S O U T H E A S T
Southeast provides relational environments where you can find 

Jesus, community, and purpose.

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
God created us for community. If you are interested in serving, participating in a life group, 

or would like more information about an upcoming event, visit southeastcc.org or send an 

email to connect@southeastcc.org.

N E E D  P R A Y E R ?
We are honored to pray with you or for you. Join us after services to pray with someone

at southeastcc.org. You may also submit a prayer request at southeastcc.org/prayer.

NOTES | 3.26.23
Matthew 20:20-28 English Standard Version (ESV)

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling 

before him she asked him for something. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She 

said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one 

at your left, in your kingdom.” Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. 

Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He said 

to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine 

to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” And when the 

ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. But Jesus called them to him and 

said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 

exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 

among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your 

slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as 

a ransom for many.”

W E E K E N D  M E S S A G E  N O T E S

RESTORATION - EMPIRE VS. KINGDOM



1. God’s presence is all that matters!

Philippians 3:7-11 | ESV

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything 

as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 

have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 

the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 

depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share 

his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the 

resurrection from the dead.

2. God’s Kingdom is my sole allegiance!

Matthew 6:24-34 | ESV

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 

more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 

And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are 

you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither 

toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown 

into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not 

be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 

For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 

them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be added to you.

“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

3. God’s created design for the world is more important than how I think things 

should go.



Ezekiel 14:1-11 | ESV

Then certain of the elders of Israel came to me and sat before me. And the word of the 

Lord came to me: “Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their hearts, and 

set the stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces. Should I indeed let myself be 

consulted by them? Therefore speak to them and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Any 

one of the house of Israel who takes his idols into his heart and sets the stumbling block 

of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes to the prophet, I the Lord will answer him as 

he comes with the multitude of his idols, that I may lay hold of the hearts of the house of 

Israel, who are all estranged from me through their idols.

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: Repent and turn away from 

your idols, and turn away your faces from all your abominations. For any one of the house 

of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel, who separates himself from me, taking 

his idols into his heart and putting the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and 

yet comes to a prophet to consult me through him, I the Lord will answer him myself. And 

I will set my face against that man; I will make him a sign and a byword and cut him off 

from the midst of my people, and you shall know that I am the Lord. And if the prophet is 

deceived and speaks a word, I, the Lord, have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out 

my hand against him and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. And they 

shall bear their punishment—the punishment of the prophet and the punishment of the 

inquirer shall be alike— that the house of Israel may no more go astray from me, nor defile 

themselves anymore with all their transgressions, but that they may be my people and I 

may be their God, declares the Lord God.”

2 Kings 17:29-41 | ESV

But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the shrines of the high places 

that the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities in which they lived.The men 

of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath 

made Ashima, and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their 

children in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. They also 

feared the Lord and appointed from among themselves all sorts of people as priests of the 

high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places. So they feared the 

Lord but also served their own gods, after the manner of the nations from among whom 

they had been carried away.

To this day they do according to the former manner. They do not fear the Lord, and they 

do not follow the statutes or the rules or the law or the commandment that the Lord 



commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel. The Lord made a covenant with 

them and commanded them, “You shall not fear other gods or bow yourselves to them or 

serve them or sacrifice to them, but you shall fear the Lord, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt with great power and with an outstretched arm. You shall bow yourselves 

to him, and to him you shall sacrifice. And the statutes and the rules and the law and the 

commandment that he wrote for you, you shall always be careful to do. You shall not fear 

other gods, and you shall not forget the covenant that I have made with you. You shall not 

fear other gods, but you shall fear the Lord your God, and he will deliver you out of the 

hand of all your enemies.” However, they would not listen, but they did according to their 

former manner.

So these nations feared the Lord and also served their carved images. Their children did 

likewise, and their children’s children—as their fathers did, so they do to this day.

1.	 There is nothing more important than knowing God.

2.	 As a resident of the Kingdom of God, my allegiance lies solely with Him. 

3.	 Trying to worship God and having idols is worse than just choosing one over 
the other.

4.	 If we are not willing to do the hard work of mining the idols of our hearts, we will 
be destroyed by them.

5.	 God doesn’t promise to deliver us from our hard circumstances. God promises to 
use our hard circumstances to deliver us from our idols.

IMPLICATIONS
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