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Manos de Dios Ministry 

Trip to Danli, Honduras – January 3-10, 2023 
 
The Manos Team returned from our trip to Danli rejuvenated by the blessings of reconnecting 
with our friends and partners in Honduras.  Our annual trip had been on pause since January of 
2020 due to the pandemic so returning this year was very special to everyone.  We are thankful 
for the prayers that were offered for a safe trip and can report it was one that was full of blessings, 
both tangible and spiritual.  A total of 14 team members traveled from across Texas, carrying with 
them our motto for this year of Revival Manos/Renewing Relationships.  We put that motto into 
action along with our Danli partners working in many areas which included: Education (Manos 
scholarship program, Club Aventura, Club Intercambio), Outreach (vision clinic, construction, 
soccer tournament, and community service) and Spiritual Growth (VBS & music).  
 

  
Figure 1. Cesareo Guadarrama, Harold Simmons, Colin Besch, Dani Jaime, John Panther, Kate Panther, Fr. David 
Chalk, James Porter, Patricia Perea, Jessica Massay, Mo Simmons, Berta Rodriguez, Tom Porter & Jeannie Loving 
(not on photo). 

EDUCATION 
 
Manos Scholarship Program – Inspiring Many 

 
Our education program continues to yield fruit and this year we were able to add 10 new 
scholarship recipients to our Manos Scholarship Program: 8 for 7th, 1 for 9th and 1 for 10th grade.  
Currently, we have a total of 55 students in the Manos Scholarship Program which include 36 in 
grades 7-12 and 21 in college.  

• 2 students in Politécnico University: Industrial Engineering & Business 
▪ 17 students at the Universidad Católica: Civil Engineering; Industrial Engineering, Law, 

Computer Science, Marketing, Medicine and Odontology 
▪ 1 student at the UNA Catacamas in Agronomy 
▪ 1 student in the Catholic Seminary in Tegucigalpa 

 
The fruits of the program can be seen not only among our current recipients but also in the 
accomplishments of the 21 students who have graduated from college. The success of the 
program has allowed us to expand and create a new initiative called Becas to Go.  This initiative 
awards scholarships to students in remote areas where educational opportunities do not exist 
beyond 9th grade, and the only way to continue to go to school is by moving to a bigger town. This 
year 2 of the 10 scholarships awarded included students who are part of the Becas to Go program.  
Both students live in El Porvenir, which is a tiny mountain village about 2 hours from Danlí 
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Our 2023 Manos Scholarship Recipients  
 

        
Figure 2. New 2023 Manos Scholarship recipients including 8 students in 7th grade,  

1 student in 9th grade, 1 student in 10th grade 

 
 

     
Figure 3 . Manos Scholarship Program Ceremony                       
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.  John motivating students to reach their 
dreams where we officially awarded the 2023 
scholarships, as well as recognizing our honor roll 
students with medals and diplomas 

 

 
        
Figure 5. College students: Danery, Roney, Gaby, Katy, Heydi, Martha, Daniel, Victor, Christian, Christy, Kimberly, 

Nixia, Mario Daniel, Julio. In addition, Evelyn, Karla, Erlin, Allan, Lupita, Ludi & Antony (not in photo) 

 
Manos Interviewing Committee & In-person Award Announcements 
 
The Interviewing Committee formed by members of Manos Texas and our in-country partners 
spent half a day meeting with the scholarship applicants and their families.  Applicants who are 
part of the interview stage are all ranked among the highest in their class and are academically 
very well prepared.  The interview process allowed the families to learn more about the program 
and our team to connect with the students and their families on a personal level.  The interviewing 
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experience was very rewarding as we heard firsthand from the students about their hopes, 
dreams, and desires for the future, and how education will play a role in that.   
 
The highlight of the process was visiting the new scholarship recipients in their homes to deliver 
the good news of the scholarship awards: “Te sacaste la beca” (you earned a scholarship).  
 

 
Figure 6. Interviewing scholarship committee: Berta, Patricia, Jessica, Alexander, Denia,  Cecia, & Dinora. In 
addition, Profa. Sandra & Arnold (not on photo) 
 

         
            

               
 

Figure 7. Home visits awarding scholarships 
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Honor roll dinner with top students 

We held our annual Honor Roll dinner which recognizes students who completed their school 
year with an academic index of 98% or above.  The dinner included the students and their parents 
and celebrated this well-earned accomplishment.  The students and families consider it an honor 
to be included and to have the opportunity to dine with the Manos Team. During the dinner the 
students offered words of gratitude for being in the program and those who graduated high school 
shared their future plans of attending college.  One of the things that made this dinner extra special 
was having, for the first time, 7 students who had scored with such a high academic index.  
 

 

   
 

   
                   

  
 

Figure 8. Top 7 Scholarship Students: Leonardo, Maria, Allan, Karla and their families 
In addition, Vicky, Andrea & Ludi (not on photo) 



 

5 
 

High School Graduation Party – Celebrating a big milestone together 
 
Much happened during the time we were unable to travel to Honduras in person – one of those 
things was that the students grew up.  This year we had 7 of our scholarship recipients graduate 
from high school!  The students were excited to share their achievements with us and express 
their appreciation for the Manos Team and our scholarship sponsors.  They took it upon 
themselves to organize a party for us, and Hondurans sure know how to throw a fun party. The 
students shared that the star themed gala was meant to show how the Manos Team had been 
stars lighting the way during the time they were part of the program.  The creativity around 
coordinating the party activities culminated with our own Mo and Harold being crowned Queen 
and King of the gala.  
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Club Aventura – Reading without borders 
 

In January 2015 we started a book club called Club Aventura with the intention of encouraging 

students to read and discuss books with their peers and discover the joy of reading. Two years 

ago, we introduced Kindle tablets to the Club Aventura which has been a big success. The use 

of Kindle tablets has allowed us to access more books and authors and get them to the students 

in a more timely manner. In 2022 the students read a variety of books that included a wide range 

of authors such as Isabel Allende, Paulo Coelho, Sandra Cisneros, Ramón Amaya Amador, Julio 

Verne, Edgar Allan Poe, Lorena Franco, Gustavo Adolfo Becker, Julia Alvarez, Pablo Neruda, 

Charlotte Betts, and Shakespeare. We are very excited that the Club Aventura is growing.   

 
Figure 9. Club Aventura in a deep discussion about The Book Thief by Markus Zusak. 

 

Club Intercambio – Exchanging language & culture 

In 2014, we started an ESL program for our scholarship students called Club Intercambio.   As a 

way of encouraging the students to practice their English, and show off their beautiful city, we 

organized a walking tour of Danli.  Manos Team members had their own personal student tour 

guides and experienced a wonderful “intercambio” (exchange) of language and culture.  Everyone 

had a great time visiting the park, the Catholic Church, and the market.  
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OUTREACH 

Vision Clinics - Bringing clarity  
 
As part of the Manos to Go program we conducted one vision clinic in San Lorenzo.  For the 
past several years, our Honduran team has been working side by side with us and learning 
how to fit glasses. We have already trained several of our Honduran partners including several 
of our students that have become an integral part of our team. During our trip we were able 
to fit 65 San Lorenzo residents with a pair of reading glasses. This year our vision clinic was 
revamped and included partnering with a local optometrist.  This partnership includes the 
Manos Team providing frames and the optometrist conducting a full vision screening and 
providing the prescription lenses.  We were able to provide frames and referrals to the 
optometrist to 25 individuals.  
 

 
Figure 10. Vision leadership team: Patricia, Dinora, Melissa, Cecia, Martha Celeste & Jessica 
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Casita’s Project in San Lorenzo – One casita at a time…. 
 
The trip involved a construction project as part of our Casita’s program.  This year we installed a 
roof in one of San Lorenzo resident’s house.  A local contractor and friend named Hedil obtained 
the materials and prepped the house so it would be ready for the Manos team to install the roof 
during our visit.   Fr. David blessed the house and our team and community members from San 
Lorenzo joined in offering blessings for the family and the house. Once it is completed Carolina, 
her husband and three children will call this home.  The construction crew stayed busy as they 
also worked on several maintenance projects at our sister Manos de Dios Church in Danli. 
 

     
 

      
 

     
                         Figure 11. Julio, Jairo & Daniel                          Figure 12. Jairo, Julio, Carolina & her kids,  
                                                                                                          Tom, Daniel, Hedil & James 
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Figure 13. Manos team and the community of San Lorenzo during the blessing of Carolina’s house 

 
Copas Manos – Futbol is Life! 
 
As part of our efforts to reconnect with the community of Nueva Esperanza, together with our in-
country partners, we organized a soccer tournament – Copa Manos.  FIFA World Cup had it’s 
exciting moments but so did our Copa Manos, with both teams approaching the competition for 
the trophy like professionals.  It was a great way of sharing and having fun together with a sport 
that is so close to Hondurans’ hearts. Trophies were awareded for the best goalkeeper, best goal 
scorer and of course the best team.  Oh and let’s not forget the sideline cheerleaders that 
motivated the players and fans until the very end.   
 

     

          
 

   
Figure 14. We had two of our Manos team members participate as players: Dani and Colin. We also had an 
enthusiastic cheerleading squad led by Berta and Mo. 
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Manos a la Obra – Don’t Mess with Danli clean-up campaign 
 
Our Manos a la Obra program was initiated as a way of creating awareness for the importance of 
being active agents in keeping our surroundings clean and protecting the environment. In the past 
we have cleaned the one mile path which leads up to a cross which over looks Danli.  This year 
due to weather we pivoted and found a way to contniue with the goal of the program.  We cleaned 
two soccer fields and adjecent streets. We worked very hard together with our scholarship 
students, some parents, and members of the community in collecting over 40 bags of trash.  
 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                        

      
 

   
 

Figure 15. Scholarship recipients, parents and community members working together cleaning up two 
soccer fields and surroinding streets led by Jessica, and our in-country partners Betty and Cecia 
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 

Vacation Bible School – Celebrating Epiphany together 

We had a wonderful VBS session in San Lorenzo with over 50 children celebrating the Feast of 
the Epiphany.  The children learned about the Three Kings lesson with the focus being that just 
like the three kings we each have gifts we can offer Jesus.  The VBS volunteers worked alongside 
the children and made paper crowns, prayer gift boxes and even marched to a song that 
reinforced the message of bringing Jesus our gifts.  After the activities the children enjoyed a 
delicious “Rosca de Reyes” cake.  
 

   

     

    

           



 

12 
 

    

Figure 16. VBS leadership team: Berta, Dani, Colin, Mo, John, Kate, Araceli, Dulce, Haisel & Henry 

Music – Sharing a passion 
 
Our Manos team led by Fr. David and Berta worked together with the members of the music 
ministry at Manos called “Vida y Adoración”. Together they taught the Manos de Dios Church 
children a new song which they performed during our service on Sunday. It was quite beautiful 
listening to the acoustic and percussion instruments as the accompanied the angelic voices of 
the children singing Caminando desde Oriente.  
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Looking into the future 
 
As we look into the future, we will continue supporting our sister church Manos de Dios, as well 
as helping surrounding villages through our Manos to Go program. The idea of Manos to Go is to 
maximize our resources and spread the blessings by going to remote villages and work with the 
local communities in various ministries.  It is our vision to grow awareness and participation in 
mission work among our churches and communities as Goers, Senders, Givers and Pray-ers.   
 

Gracias to the Manos Team: Goers, Givers, Senders and Pray-ers! 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Patricia Perea @ 210-241-9258 – email: manoshonduras@gmail.com 

 
IF YOU WANT TO MAKE A DONATION, PLEASE MAKE CHECKS TO:        
   St Francis by the Lake Episcopal Church 
   Re: Honduras  
   P.O. Box 2031, Canyon Lake, Texas 78133 
  

 
 

 
    
 
 


