
“Everything has changed”—it’s the post-pandemic mantra heard not just in our personal and  
work lives, but also in the life of the university and the church. When Zoom replaced in-person 
worship and meetings, and distance learning replaced the classroom, the result was a kind of 
isolation that has left people yearning to reconnect. Finding ways to do that requires both 
commitment and creativity.  

 
For St. Mark’s Church, San Marcos, that 
has meant, among other things, revisiting 
how it does college ministry, first by 
making that ministry a priority, and 
second, by looking for ways it can have an 
immediate impact. Setting long-range 
goals is certainly on its agenda, but taking 
advantage of opportunities in the present 
is its means of building momentum for 
this all-important ministry to students at 
Texas State University. 

 
This work has fallen largely to St. Mark’s Young Adult 
and Campus Ministry Committee, a group made up of 
retired university faculty, former college chaplains, a 
university administrator who also sits on a campus 
ministry board, parish leaders, and the church’s new 
clergy, the Revs. Christian and Madeline Shelton 
Hawley.  
 
Because of its location miles away from campus, St. 
Mark’s has recognized that it’s serving three distinct 
groups of students—those who have found their way 
to the church and attend on Sunday mornings, the 
scholarship students who sing in the choir, and those who remain on campus. In every case, 
meeting students where they are and addressing concrete needs has been the goal. 
 
So what do students need? Even though it seems that “everything has changed,” some things 
have remained the same—chiefly, the need for food and community, meaning in their lives, 
and the knowledge that some adult besides their parents cares about them. St. Mark’s is 
continually looking for occasions to provide these things. 
 
At the beginning of the fall semester, for example, the parish met university students on 
Sunday morning with a letter of welcome that included an HEB gift card. Later in the semester, 
Brenda and Kaare Remme, members the campus ministry committee, invited students to their 
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home for Halloween pumpkin carving and 
refreshments. Most of the students attending 
that event were participants in UCM (United 
Campus Ministry), a multi-denominational 
ministry that meets in the old St. Mark’s building 
across from the university. Also present were 
students and mentors from Christ Chapel, the 
Lutheran group that shares space and has begun 
working in partnership with UCM.   
 
As UCM (United Methodist Church, Disciples of 
Christ, Presbyterian, and United Church of Christ) 
and Christ Chapel (ELCA) have joined to share 
programming, opportunities to reach out to 
students at Texas State have increased for St. 
Mark’s. Some, such as cooking for the Shrove 
Tuesday pancake lunch, have occurred at 
UCM/Christ Chapel. On the other hand, Ash 
Wednesday meant Rev. Madeline joining clergy 
colleagues in dispensing “ashes to go” on the 
Quad on campus. 
 
  
Since then, St. Mark’s Young Adult and Campus Ministry Committee has provided a Wednesday 
night dinner for the parish’s choir scholars and collected many pounds of nonperishable food 
items from the parish for Elijah’s Pantry, the food pantry operated out of UCM/Christ Chapel, a 
ministry that serves not only students, but also university-related workers who stop by. In 
addition, St. Mark’s is committed to preparing and serving at Bobcat Lunch twice this semester. 
This event, which routinely attracted 100+ students to UCM/Christ Chapel pre-COVID, was only 
recently resumed and, like many programs, is rebuilding. 

The Rev. Madeline Shelton Hawley dispensing  
ashes on the Quad at Texas State 



Most recently, Marguerite and Peter 
Casparian opened their home to 
students from both St. Mark’s and 
UCM for a lesson in Italian cooking. 
Having lived in Italy off and on for 
years, both Casparians have much 
experience in the kitchen. On this 
occasion, though, Marguerite was the 
instructor, guiding students in making 
and rolling out dough for ravioli, and 
then filling and cooking the pasta 
they’d made. A delicious dinner 
followed.  
 
 
 
Regardless of the event, what matters most for St. Mark’s is being a ministry of presence in the 
university community. In every case, it’s clear that members of St. Mark’s are reaching out to 
establish relationships, provide for students’ needs, and offer companionship for their journey. 
What is not as clear is the religious affiliation of the students being served. Some are 
Episcopalian, but others are United Methodist, Baptist, Roman Catholic, or, increasingly, 
“none.” At least one third of all entering freshmen at universities have no religious preference, 
and in many cases, no religious background at all. But many are clearly finding physical and 
spiritual sustenance at UCM/Christ Chapel.  
 
St. Mark’s will continue to look for ways to connect with these students as well as with those 
they meet on Sunday mornings. Already, the Young Adult and Campus Ministry Committee is 
building its student database and making plans to welcome students in the fall. 
 
If you have a campus nearby, we hope this article may have stimulated your thinking about how 
your parish can serve the students close to you. We at St. Marks would welcome conversations 
about what you’re doing. Among our parishioners are former campus chaplains from the 
University of Kansas, the University of Oklahoma, Tulane University, and Texas State University, 
and all would be happy to share stories and ideas with you. Our alumni include numerous priests 
serving around the diocese as well as bishops, among them the soon-to-be Bishop David Read. 
 
 


