THE “WHY" OF MISSION®S
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‘Purpose of the Course

*Acts 1 & Matt 28

*Misconceptions in Missions
‘Jerusalem/Judea

‘Matt & Luke 10 - “People of Peace”

‘From ‘Who’ to ‘How’
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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

Our Vision:

To reveal Jesus from our front door to the ends
of the earth by:

*Seeking to live a life worthy of His name
*Sharing the Gospel

‘Meeting the needs of our community
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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

*“Missions” is 1n our heritage as a church
***Missions” 1s In our current vision as a church

**“Missions” 1s 1n our DNA as a denomination
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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

‘Beyond the ‘Why’ of Missions, it’s equally
important to talk about the ‘Who’and the ‘How’
of missions.




PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

“It 1s insufficient to proclaim that church of God has
a mission in the world. Rather, the God of mission
has a church in the world.”

-Tim Dearborn
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ACTS 1 & MATT 28




ACTS 1

-8 "But you will receive power when the Holy

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses 1n Jerusalem, and 1n all Judea, and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”




MATTHEW 28

19 “Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2°
and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”
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MISCONCEPTIONS IN MISSION®S
We think of...

*Missionaries to foreign lands
*Mission trips (especially out-of-country)
*People that have a ‘calling’ or gift of evangelism

‘That the above definitions define ‘missions’
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JERUSALEM & JUDEA




JERUSALEM & JUDEA

-8 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnhesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”— Acts 1
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JERUSALEM & JUDEA

-8 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.” — Acts 1

*Missions 1s to the lost...wherever they are.

*Missions begins at your home / in your circles..
(neighbors, community, workplaces, etc.)

*God draws people to Himself, but you play a vital part
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JERUSALEM & JUDEA

19 “Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” —
Matt 28

GO: Aorist Passive Participle...
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JERUSALEM & JUDEA

So wherever you go, make disciples of all nations
(God’s Word Translation)

Therefore, as you go, disciple people in all nations

(International Standard Version)




JERUSALEM & JUDEA
GO: Aorist Passive Participle

As you’re going.....
Make disciples...
Wherever God has led you.

(today, tomorrow, this summetr, efc.)




JERUSALEM & JUDEA
GO: Aorist Passive Participle

As you’re going.....
Make disciples...
Wherever God has led you.

(today, tomorrow, this summetr, efc.)

*Not all are evangelists, but all are disciple-makers
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JERUSALEM & JUDEA
The godfather...




MATT & LUKE 10
“"PEOPLE OF PEACE”




MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”

T As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ ® Heal
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely
you have received; freely give.

“Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts— °no bag for
the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his

keep. ! Whatever town or village you enter, search there for some worthy person
and stay at their house until you leave. !2 As you enter the home, give it your
greeting. *If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your
peace return to you. *If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave
that home or town and shake the dust off your feet. !° Truly I tell you, it will be more
bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”

16 4T am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as
snakes and as innocent as doves. ! Be on your guard; you will be handed over to
the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. ' On my account you will
be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the
Gentiles. 1® But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to
say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 2° for it will not be you speaking,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”

! After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to
every town and place where he was about to go. 2He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field. ® Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. * Do not take a purse or bag or
sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.

3 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ ® If someone who promotes peace is
there, your peace will rest on them,; if not, it will return to you. e Stay there, eating and drinking
whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to
house.

8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. ? Heal the sick who are
there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 12 But when you enter a town and
are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, ! ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet
as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 21 tell you, it will be
more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”

*“Look for People of Peace”

*Who are People of Peace?

*Welcoming to you

*Welcoming to the gospel message
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”

‘Examples in the New Testament
*Samaritan Woman at the Well
*Matthew/Levi (former tax-collector)
*Cornelius the Centurian
‘Lydia in Philippi

*Jason 1n Thessalonica
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”
How do we apply this?
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”
How do we apply this?

*Pray that God opens your eyes to see Who He’s put
In your path
‘Remember that God gives the words to say

‘Sheep among Wolves: be shrewd but innocent
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”
How do we apply this?

*Pray that God opens your eyes to see Who He’s put
In your path

‘Remember that God gives the words to say

‘Sheep among Wolves: be shrewd but innocent

*Be a witness of Jesus®
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”
How do we apply this?

*Pray that God opens your eyes to see Who He’s put
In your path

‘Remember that God gives the words to say

‘Sheep among Wolves: be shrewd but innocent

*Be a witness of Jesus®

*Two by Two: work together when possible
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”

*What if they reject me or the message?
°It’s not you they are rejecting — but Christ in you
‘Peace vs Anxiety: take back your peace
*“Worthy Persons”— “Don’t throw pearls to pigs”

*Sandals/Dust: doesn'’t stick / treat as pagan
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MATT & LUKE 10 “PEOPLE OF PEACE”

*What if they reject me or the message?
°It’s not you they are rejecting — but Christ in you
‘Peace vs Anxiety: take back your peace
*“Worthy Persons”— “Don’t throw pearls to pigs”
*Sandals/Dust: doesn'’t stick / treat as pagan

*Ok to walk away — switch over to prayer:
Whatever 1t takes”
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FROM "WHO’ TO ‘HOW’

*Trainings & Models
*Last 50 Years:

*Street evangelism, Door to door, Tracts, Evangelism
Explosion, Disciple Making Movements, Missional
Communities

*Parachurch Organizations:

*Sonlife, Campus Crusade, Navigators, YWAM, Gideons
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FROM "WHO’ TO ‘HOW’

‘Some Previous Emphases in Missions

‘Fear-based: “do you want to go to heaven or hell?”
*Hit & Run: “I know we just met, but...”
‘Literature-Based: “here, read this”

*Invitational: “I want to invite you to this event”
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FROM "WHO’ TO ‘HOW’

‘Some Previous Emphases in Missions

‘Fear-based: “do you want to go to heaven or hell?”
*Hit & Run: “I know we just met, but...”
‘Literature-Based: “here, read this”

*Invitational: “I want to invite you to this event”

‘Relational: “preach always; use words when necessary”
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FROM *WHO' TO ‘HOW’
*A Better Model & Emphasis from Scripture
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Intentionality:




FROM "WHO’ TO ‘HOW’

*A Better Model & Emphasis from Scripture

Intentionality: “who are the People of Peace (in my
circles, right where I’'m at) that God is drawing to
Himself and that He’s inviting me to share the gospel
with?”
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FROM *WHO' TO ‘HOW’
*Applied Testimony

*“You will be my witnesses”

*Court of Law: not an expert witness, but an eye
witness, giving your sworn testimony (of HIM)
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FROM ‘WHO’TO ‘HOW”’
*Applied Testimony

*“You will be my witnesses”

*Court of Law: not an expert witness, but an eye
witness, giving your sworn testimony (of HIM)

*Apply and adapt as the situation calls for
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FROM ‘WHO’TO ‘HOW”’
*Applied Testimony

*“You will be my witnesses”

*Court of Law: not an expert witness, but an eye
witness, giving your sworn testimony (of HIM)

*Apply and adapt as the situation calls for

*Pray for wisdom, Christ in you, and His glory
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FROM *‘WHO'’ TO '"HOW’

‘Jerusalem / Judea in Summary




FROM "WHO’ TO ‘HOW’

‘Jerusalem / Judea in Summary

Our immediate context, our immediate
circles, our immediate friendships,
relationships, acquaintances, serving

opportunities, all of it: 1s part of local missions




