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Our Vision:
To reveal Jesus from our front door to the ends of 
the earth by: 
•Seeking to live a life worthy of His name
•Sharing the Gospel
•Meeting the needs of our community
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•“Missions” is in our current vision as a church
•“Missions” is in our DNA as a denomination
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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE
•1887 - Pastor A. B. Simpson organized believers 
devoted to experiencing Jesus and making Him 
known to New York City’s dock workers
•This movement progressed overseas with a 
desire to take the message of Christ to places 
where “Christ’s name has not been named.”
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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE
•“Do you ask, ‘In view of the terrible economic 
depression of today, dare we go forward in these 
new fields and commence new work?’ Yea, rather 
may we ask this: ‘Dare we, in the face of the 
command of the Lord Jesus and in the face of the 
encouraging miracles He is working in our behalf, 
hesitate for one moment?’”



PURPOSE OF THE COURSE
•Today, the C&MA has 2,000 US churches and 
700 International workers serving in 70 
countries
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MISSIONS DEFINED
•“Missions” in Greek is apostello which means 
“to send forth”
•Apostolos means “one who is sent”
•Apostole represents the office of the sent one
•Missions is best learned from the work of the 
Apostles
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MISSIONS DEFINED
•God’s Initiative – He sends
•Good News Proclamation – The Gospel
•Making Disciples - Transforming, Not Informing
•Christ in Action – More than words
•For All People - “All of Jesus for all the world”



MISSIONS IN SCRIPTURE



MATTHEW 28:18-20
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”



ACTS 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.”



GENESIS 12:1-3
 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, 
your people and your father’s household to the land 
I will show you.
“I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.



GENESIS 12:1-3
I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”



PSALM 67
May God be gracious to us and bless us
    and make his face shine on us—
so that your ways may be known on earth,
    your salvation among all nations.



PSALM 67
May the peoples praise you, God;
    may all the peoples praise you.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
    for you rule the peoples with equity
    and guide the nations of the earth.
May the peoples praise you, God;
    may all the peoples praise you.



PSALM 67
The land yields its harvest;
    God, our God, blesses us.
May God bless us still,
    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.



ROMANS 10:11-15
As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him 
will never be put to shame.”  For there is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile—the same 
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call 
on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.”



ROMANS 10:11-15
How, then, can they call on the one they have not 
believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can 
they hear without someone preaching to them? 
And how can anyone preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet 
of those who bring good news!”



2 CORINTHIANS 5:20-21
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God.  God made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.



REVELATION 7:9-10
After this I looked, and there before me was a 
great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, 
standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their hands.  And they 
cried out in a loud voice:



REVELATION 7:9-10

“Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne,

and to the Lamb.”
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MISSIONS IN THE EARLY CHURCH
•Acts 2 – Pentecost reverses the dispersion of Babel
•Acts 13:2-3
•While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.”  So after 
they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands 
on them and sent them off.
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MISSIONS IN THE EARLY CHURCH
•Acts 8 – Philip evangelizes the Samaritans and 
the Ethiopian official
•Acts 10 – Peter is sent to break ethnic barriers 
through the conversion of Cornelius
•Pauline Mission represents much of the NT 
writings



EARLY CHURCH TEXTS AND 
PRACTICES



EARLY CHURCH (POST-NT)
•The Didache – (1st and 2nd Century)



EARLY CHURCH (POST-NT)
•The Didache – (1st and 2nd Century)
•Teaches how to welcome and test missionaries



EARLY CHURCH (POST-NT)
•The Didache – (1st and 2nd Century)
•Teaches how to welcome and test missionaries

•Justin the Martyr – (100-165 AD)



EARLY CHURCH (POST-NT)
•The Didache – (1st and 2nd Century)
•Teaches how to welcome and test missionaries

•Justin the Martyr – (100-165 AD)
•First formal “apologist” and gave defenses of 
Christianity to emperors
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•The Didache – (1st and 2nd Century)
•Teaches how to welcome and test missionaries

•Justin the Martyr – (100-165 AD)
•First formal “apologist” and gave defenses of 
Christianity to emperors
•Public debate with a Jewish scholar, Trypho, to show 
that Christ fulfilled the OT prophecy.
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EARLY CHURCH (POST-NT)
•Irenaeus – (130-202 AD)
•Missionary and later Bishop who taught that successful 
mission work is marked by a consistent faith in Christ 
regardless of where one lives.

•Tertullian – (155-220 AD)
•Intent on ensuring the lifestyle of Christ is seen in 
each believer and creates a lasting impression on 
others.
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SACRIFICE IN MISSIONS
•Polycarp (155 AD)
•“Eighty-six years I have served Him and He has 
done me no wrong.  How can I blaspheme my 
King?”
•When burned alive, the flames arched around him 
and he smelled like the sweet aroma of bread.
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SACRIFICE IN MISSIONS
•Jan Hus (1415)
•Declared that he would retract his biblical views if 
shown to be wrong by Scripture.
•Burned at the stake
•Martin Luther - “We are all Hussites without knowing 
it.”
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SACRIFICE IN MISSIONS
•Jim Elliot and Nate Saint (1956)
•“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain 
what he cannot lose.”
•Died evangelizing to the Auca tribe in 1956
•Jim’s wife, Elizabeth, and Nate’s daughter, Rachel, 
went on to befriend and live with the Auca tribe and 
see many come to Christ.
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MISSIONS THEOLOGY
•Glorifying God by making Him known among all 
peoples
•Proclaiming Christ so that people may believe and be 
reconciled
•Forming disciples and churches that embody the 
kingdom of God
•Anticipating the final kingdom where all nations 
worship God


