
HOW TO READ THE 
BIBLE FOR ALL ITS 

WORTH
CHAPTER 8 – THE PARABLES:

DO YOU GET THE POINT



THE PROBLEM OF PARABLES
•Mark 4:10-12
•When he was alone, the Twelve and the others 
around him asked him about the parables.  He 
told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has 
been given to you.  



THE PROBLEM OF PARABLES
•Mark 4:10-12
•But to those on the outside everything is said in 
parables so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but 
never perceiving, and ever hearing but never 
understanding; otherwise they might turn and be 
forgiven!’”



THE PROBLEM OF PARABLES
•Parables then have become a source of creative 
interpretation and often resemble little of the 
original intent.
•But what was meant by Mark 4:10-12 (Matthew 
13:10-13, Luke 8:9-10)?



THE PROBLEM OF PARABLES
•Isaiah 6:9-13
•He said, “Go and tell this people: “‘Be ever 
hearing, but never understanding; be ever 
seeing, but never perceiving.’  Make the heart of 
this people calloused; make their ears dull and 
close their eyes.



THE PROBLEM OF PARABLES
•Isaiah 6:9-13
•Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear 
with their ears, understand with their hearts, and 
turn and be healed.” Then I said, “For how long, 
Lord?”  And he answered:



THE PROBLEM OF PARABLES
•Isaiah 6:9-13
•“Until the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, 
until the houses are left deserted and the fields 
ruined and ravaged, until the Lord has sent 
everyone far away and the land is utterly 
forsaken. 



THE PROBLEM OF PARABLES
•Isaiah 6:9-13
•And though a tenth remains in the land, it will 
again be laid waste.  But as the terebinth and oak 
leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy 
seed will be the stump in the land.”



THE NATURE OF PARABLES
•Variety of Kinds
•True Parable – Story
•Similitude – Illustrations from everyday life
•Similes/Metaphors – Illustrate Jesus’ teachings



FUNCTION OF STORY PARABLES
•Story Parables do not illustrate teaching
•Story Parables do not only reveal truth
•The larger purpose of the story parables is to 
produce a response from the hearer.
•Explaining the parable loses some of its function.



EXEGETING STORY PARABLES
•The 2 major items present in a parable are 
necessary to “catch the joke”
•Points of Reference
•The Unexpected Turn



EXEGETING STORY PARABLES
•In order to properly exegete a parable, we must 
understand the “intended response.”
•Luke 7:40-42
•Know the Audience to begin the process.



EXEGETING STORY PARABLES
•The Kingdom of God is like…
•They are not actually likening the Kingdom to a 
mustard seed, or thief in the night, or a treasure 
in a field
•They are revealing the very nature of the 
Kingdom.



EXEGETING STORY PARABLES
•The Kingdom of God is like…
•The “already/not yet” is in full view with a focus 
on the “already” and a sense of urgency around 
the “not yet”
•The point is not merely to reveal the Kingdom, 
but to inspire a response to become disciples



HERMENEUTICAL CHALLENGE OF 
PARABLES

•Once we determine the point of the parable, how 
do we make that same point in our context?
•All of the parables proclaim the kingdom in 
some way (driving a faith response).  How do we 
proclaim the kingdom in the retelling?











HOMEWORK
•Read Chapter 9
•Study page 186 and write down any areas of 
concern.


