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Ahab and Jezebel 
 
 
In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of Omri became king of Israel, and he 
reigned in Samaria over Israel twenty-two years. Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of 
the Lord than any of those before him. He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of 
Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, 
and began to serve Baal and worship him. He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that 
he built in Samaria. Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did more to arouse the anger of 
the Lord, the God of Israel, than did all the kings of Israel before him. 1 Kings 16:29-33 
 
 
Ahab and Jezebel 
VERSUS 
Elijah the Tishbite 
 
 
Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, 
lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.” 
1 Kings 17:1 
 
 
Obadiah: Caught in the Middle 
 
 
After a long time, in the third year, the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Go and present yourself 
to Ahab, and I will send rain on the land.” So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab. Now the 
famine was severe in Samaria, and Ahab had summoned Obadiah, his palace 
administrator. (Obadiah was a devout believer in the Lord. While Jezebel was killing off 
the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves, fifty 
in each, and had supplied them with food and water.) 1 Kings 18:1-4 
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Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If 
the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 1 Kings 18:21 
 
 
Baal 
VERSUS 
The LORD 
 
 
At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “Lord, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your 
servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me, Lord, answer me, so 
these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back 
again.” Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the 
soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. When all the people saw this, they fell 
prostrate and cried, “The Lord—he is God! The Lord—he is God!” 1 Kings 18:21 
 


