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Small Group Guidance For: 

TALKING POLITICS AS CHRIST-FOLLOWERS 
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. - James 1:19 

Our spiritual enemy knows that if he can divide and distract us with bitter conflict over matters like 

politics, he can hinder our mission to share the gospel. Conversely, if we demonstrate Christian 

unity, he knows our testimony will be difficult to refute. Let’s demonstrate the radical hope of the 

gospel by pursuing Christian unity and peace through respectful conversations and love for 

neighbor. Our trust is not in any single politician, policy, or party platform, but in the good news 

of Jesus Christ. The gospel alone always has been—and ever will be—the hope of the world.  

 

1. UNDERSTAND YOUR OPINION FROM A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE: Which biblical 

principles guide your political convictions? Understand how your opinion fits in the gospel 

before you share your opinion. 1 Peter 3:15-16 says to “always be ready” to gently and 

respectfully explain our hope in the gospel. You can open up important conversations 

with non-believers about why the Bible shapes your thinking, including your political 

views. 

2. SPEAK WITH TRUTH AND LOVE: Ephesians 4:15 says, “But, speaking the truth in love, 

we must grow up in every way into Him who is the head—Christ.” Truthful speech and 

loving speech. To speak only the truth without love fails to meet God’s standard. John 

Broger once said, “To speak the truth without love is like doing surgery without 

anesthesia.” Further, to seek to be loving without speaking the truth fails as well. “Let love 

be your highest goal! (1 Corinthians 14:1).” When having difficult conversations as 

Christians, it’s more important to love than to be right (or to convince the other person 

that you’re right). If others see that love is your driving motivation, they will feel safer and 

be more open to discussing politics. Whether or not you agree in the end, how you handle 

the conversation directly impacts your unity as brothers and sisters in Christ—and thus the 

church’s witness to a world in desperate need of healing and hope.  

3. SEEK TO UNDERSTAND OTHERS: Listen before jumping in with your own view. Find out 

what they believe and why. When you get to know others’ hearts, you may be surprised to 

find that you still share similar convictions, even when you have different conclusions on 

how they should play out in the political arena. Even if their viewpoints oppose your 

convictions, have the humility to realize you’re unlikely to change their minds by debating 

or arguing. Instead, pray that the Holy Spirit would guide their convictions and lead them 

“into all truth”—and be willing to allow the same Spirit to lead you as well (see John 16:13). 

4. PINPOINT PROBLEMS, NOT PEOPLE: Conversation can pinpoint a problem but should 

not attack a person’s character – including politicians. Paul writes, “Let no corrupt word 

proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart 

grace to the hearers (Ephesians 4:29-30).” 

5. BE A PEACEMAKER: “Blessed are the peacemakers (Matthew 5:9).” To step away from a 

heated conversation is better than fueling it. However, if you can set an example by 

applying the tips above, you can bring peace to a difficult conversation and demonstrate a 

different way of talking politics. “Love never fails (1 Corinthians 13:8).”  
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