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Anna was preparing for life. 

Simeon was preparing for death. 

John the Baptist was preparing for both. 

March 8, 2025 
As You Have Promised 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Luke 2:25-26 

…during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of
Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make
straight paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The
crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all people will see God’s
salvation.’” John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And
do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees,
and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” Luke
3:2-9 

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old;
she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she
was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.
Luke 2:36-37 
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What is your story?
Where is your story headed?
Are you ready? 

Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to
allwho were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. Luke 2:38 

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might
possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is
more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.
Luke 3:15-18 

Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to
do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For
my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother
marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother:
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to bea sign that will be
spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And asword will pierce your
own soul too.” Luke 2:27-35 
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