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Lent is a season of preparation. In these 40 days (plus Sundays) we are called 
to prepare our hearts and minds for the reality of resurrection. But as the 
paschal mystery unfolds and with the beauty of Easter on the horizon, a lot of 
people try to skip ahead. They say they already know how it all ends and so 
they try to short-cut the journey. I would encourage you not to do this. 
Rather, I would encourage you to prepare yourself with us this year.  

The preparation we undergo in this season of Lent is often framed as a time 
of self-examination and prayerful reflection. The devotionals contained within 
this booklet are intended to help you explore this type of spiritual practice.  

Every Sunday this Lent we will be looking at people within the biblical 
narrative who encounter Jesus (or perhaps we should say Jesus encounters 
them). We will look at their stories to see how their encounter with Jesus 
changed them - and how it can change us! Each short devotional in this 
booklet for the 40 days is designed in much the same way, but the stories 
you’ll hear are about us! You will find stories from church members, ministry 
partners, and missional agencies that have changed because of their 
encounter with Jesus - and our hope is that you’ll be changed through all 
these stories and throughout this journey with us this season!  

Thank you to everyone who took the time to write one of these devotions 
and thank you to everyone who chooses to participate in this Lenten 
preparational practice with us! 

Grace and Peace… 

Brian Coulter
Pastor/Head of Staff, First Presbyterian Church
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Psalm 77.16-19 (NLT)

When the Red Sea saw you, O God,
    its waters looked and trembled!
    The sea quaked to its very depths.
The clouds poured down rain;
    the thunder rumbled in the sky.
    Your arrows of lightning flashed.
 Your thunder roared from the whirlwind;
    the lightning lit up the world!
    The earth trembled and shook.
  Your road led through the sea,
    your pathway through the mighty waters—
    a pathway no one knew was there! 

Rev. Kevin Henson
Director of Development, Brite Divinity School 

Imagine you are being led by Moses and being chased by Pharaoh’s army. 
You find yourself on the shores of the Red Sea. You look ahead and there is 
a vast expanse of water. You look behind you and there are men with 
swords and evil intent.  You are trapped - a dead end.

The Psalmist, however, doesn’t want us to remember this story from the 
perspective of the people of Israel who faced a dead end. The Psalmist 
wants us to imagine the story from the perspective of God’s faithfulness. A 
perspective that sees what we can’t see. A perspective that sees pathways 
that no one knew was there! 

As you walk the pathway of Lent that terminates in the apparent dead end 
of the cross, be reminded that our God is faithfully creating new, unseen
paths for us. Lent prepares our hearts to see the limitless possibilities of 
God’s grace that stretches out before us. 

God, prepare our hearts to see what you can do. Amen.
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from Matthew 4.4-10

It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God.’ Again it is written, ‘You shall not tempt 
the Lord your God.’ Begone, Satan! for it is written, ‘You shall worship the 
Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’

Elisabeth Sinnett, Presbyterian Pan American School Board Member
First Presbyterian Church, member

Christ went into the desert and was tempted.  In the desert he was 
tempted by Satan to depend on sources other than God for survival.
Christ answered the tempter three times, each time saying, “It is 
written.”

First, it is written that we live by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.  To me, this means not only God’s word in the Bible, but 
God’s very presence with us.  Christ lived by God’s abiding presence 
with him in the desert, as well as by those written words he had taken 
to heart.

Second, it is written not to tempt the Lord your God.  To me, this means 
resisting the temptation to live by the power of who I think God should 
be, according to my estimation of God.  In the desert, Christ called on 
the power of God to rebuke that which taunts God’s authority.

Third, it is written to adore God, and render worship to God alone.  This 
command above all else calls on God’s presence in us to fulfill that 
which God elicits and commands.  In the desert, Christ sent the tempter 
away.  To me, this means I can love God alone by turning away from all 
that goes against God’s abiding presence.  

LORD, in this Lenten journey, give us the grace to be alone with you. Amen.



2 0 2 3  L E N T  D E V O T I O N A L :  F E B R U A R Y  2 4

Read

Reflect

Pray

Ecclesiastes 3.8

A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.  

Rev. Dr. Robert Gamble
Executive Director, This Child Here

What's difficult with ministry in Ukraine, is conveying that experience to 
people in the states. I often say, “You have to be there to know it for 
real.” It's different with someone in front of you weeping, someone who 
has seen cities crumble and death. 

In times of tragedy and death, which is common in Ukraine, I often think 
of our Confession of Faith: “In life and in death, we belong to God.” 
Words of comfort in times of death and dying. 

I also hear something for life. God came in human form. In Jesus, God 
witnessed love, hate, violence and peace. God experienced life...and 
death. That's how God became real. If only God could again stand in 
front of us. 

And, of course, God does. In life we belong to God. Every time we meet 
families at grocery stores and stand by the cashier to pay for what they 
need, every time we welcome children to our centers for creativity and 
sport, every time we listen to the stories of people displaced and 
terrorized, in every embrace, with every word of comfort, we are the 
arms and hands, eyes and ears, the voice of God in Christ. Every time, I 
see Jesus. That is why we call the church, the body of Christ.

O God, hear our prayer: “From life to death, O God, we belong to you.” Amen.
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Luke 4.1-13

Jesus…was led by the Spirit in the wilderness…

Rev. Dr. Ann I. Hoch
Honorably Retired, PCUSA

I understand wilderness to be that place where you look around and 
see no evidence of what you normally count on to save your life. No 
food. No earthly power. No magic rescue. Most often we do not seek 
wilderness, and neither did Jesus. The Spirit led Jesus to the 
wilderness, and there we see who Jesus really is and what his life is 
really about. Every one of us, at some time, will get to take our own 
wilderness test to discover who we really are and what our lives are 
really about. You see, I believe the wilderness is one of the most life- 
changing places a person can be. Jesus shows us that time in the 
wilderness frees us from material and spiritual hunger, unbinds us 
from notions of power, and dispels magical wishes for rescue. Jesus’ 
wilderness experience demonstrates his trust in the Sprit that led him 
there and leads him out again, the trust that is granted to us as well. 

We won’t be able to answer the question about who we really are in 
Jesus until we have the honesty to identify the ways in which our trust 
in God and the meaningfulness of life are being tested now, and that is 
our Lenten work.

Spirit of God, lead us to that wilderness place where we will learn to trust 
in you. Amen.
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Luke 22.31-34, 54-62
“Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 
but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when 
once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” And he said to 
him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!” Jesus said, 
“I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied 
three times that you know me.”

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s 
house. But Peter was following at a distance. When they had kindled a 
fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 
among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him 
and said, “This man also was with him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, 
I do not know him.” A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You 
also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” Then about an 
hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; 
for he is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are 
talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock 
crowed. The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows 
today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
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Ezekiel 37.1-5

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says 
the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live.

Sarah Clingman, high school junior
First Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elder

Ezekiel describes a valley of dried bones, and how God brought life 
back into them. Similarly, FPC has done this for me. Like many, 2020 
was a difficult year in my life, as Ezekiel described, my bones were 
“dry.” When the church opened back up, I “heard the word of the 
Lord” through the programs I became involved in. Whether it was
attending youth group trips, going to Mo-Ranch, or volunteering at 
children’s events, the opportunities that FPC has provided me with 
became the hands that pulled me out of the bone-filled valley I was in. 
Looking back, that was how I encountered Jesus, through his 
compassion in putting FPC into my life, my “dry bones” were able to 
be filled again.

Lord, thank you for the ways our bones are filled with your love, Amen. 
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Matthew 25.35-36

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.

Toby Owen, Executive Director, Presbyterian Night Shelter
First Presbyterian Church, member

I write this reflection on February 1st in the middle of the ice storm 
and it’s days like today that remind me of the special work of the 
Presbyterian Night Shelter.  Yesterday alone we provided over 2,000 
meals, 771 beds to men, women, & children, and numerous sets of 
clothing, blankets, jackets, and other cold weather items. Multiple staff 
left home in the early hours of the morning to arrive on time, worked 
double shifts, and even stayed the night to carry out the mission of 
the Shelter. 

This work is not done in isolation, it started in 1984 and continues 
today because of the saints of First Presbyterian Church and the 
faithful staff that respond to this great yet difficult calling.  It’s very 
easy to overlook the ways we encounter Jesus, but on days like today, 
I am thankful that it is so evident.  It was evident in the beginning 39 
years ago, it was evident yesterday, and thanks be to God that if we 
look with intent, Jesus will be evident tomorrow.

Thank you Lord for the blessing of seeing and serving you each and every 
day. In the name of our great Savior, Amen.
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Matthew 17.1-2, 6-7

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 
and led them up to a high mountain, by themselves.  And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became dazzling white... When the disciples heard [Jesus’ voice from the 
cloud], they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.  But Jesus came 
and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 
  

Rev. Cathy Chang
PCUSA Mission Co-Worker serving in the Philippines

From the “dazzling white” face and sun-shiny clothing of Jesus, to the 
fearful moments of unknowing and Jesus’ instructions to the disciples 
not to share anything with anyone, this mountaintop experience 
seems as bewildering for us today as it was for those disciples.  Both 
seemingly opposing experiences of blazing glory and stern warning, 
become an “in-between” moment where Jesus encounters the 
disciples.
 
Like the disciples in this Scripture, we could encounter Jesus on our 
terms - and build dwellings for him and the prophets.  Yet there’s 
something else happening here:  Jesus desires to encounter us during 
the “in-between” spaces of his life, and by extension, our lives.

Lord God, we remember that when Jesus faced the last days of his earthly 
ministry, he chose to meet the disciples face-to-face. Help us to encounter 
Jesus again, in our “in-between moments,” in between anticipation and 
anxiety, awe and fear, life and death.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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Psalm 42.8

By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is with 
me, a prayer to the God of my life…

Rev. Dr. Michael Waschevski
Senior Associate Pastor, First Presbyterian Church

We experience God’s steadfast love and presence in many ways.  For the 
psalmist, and for myself, music often reminds me of God’s steadfast love 
when I need it the most.  

It is common for me to have a song in my head throughout the day.  It is
even more common at night.  When the busyness of the day is over, and 
the quietness of the night settles in, I find myself with a song in the night 
that centers me and brings peace.  Like the psalmist – a prayer to the God 
of their life. 

An anthem the Chancel Choir will be singing this Sunday, March 5, is 
based on a Southern folk melody.  This lovely a cappella (unaccompanied 
voices) piece begins with this line – O Jesus my Savior, my song in the night, 
come to us with They tender love, my soul's delight…

Jesus comes to us as a song in the night.  Jesus’ tender love is our soul's 
delight. No matter the occurrences of the day or the other thoughts 
flooding our minds at night, God’s love in Jesus Christ sings to us in 
tender love.  This Lent may you hear Jesus singing to you each night and 
may you delight in his tender love.

O Jesus my Savior, my song in the night, come to me with your tender love, 
my soul's delight. Amen.
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Luke 10.38-42

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 
saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to him 
and asked,’ Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the 
work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ But the Lord answered her, 
‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is 
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 
taken away from her.  
  

Mindy Samples
Director of the Early Education Center, First Presbyterian Church

It's easy, isn’t it? To get caught up in the list of things to be done, 
errands to run, chores to be completed. I find myself in that mindset 
often. And then, I walk the halls of our preschool. I see teachers 
rocking babies, sitting on the floor reading books aloud, comforting 
crying toddlers, cheering on successes. I see the connection, the 
relationship building, the ways each child is seen, noticed, valued. This 
is where I encounter Jesus – in the being present. Jesus sees us – not 
the list of things we haven’t yet accomplished – and wants us simply 
to meet him there. To be present with him as Mary was.

Lord, help us to lay aside the busyness of life, and to focus on your 
presence. Amen.
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John 21.15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?”  He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you..”  

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”

Rev. Dick Rogers
Honorably Retired, PCUSA

The Northwest Indiana Habitat for Humanity affiliate had completed it's 
first house, and was looking to begin it's second. The city of Hammond 
donated an abandoned two story home, empty for years, with a heavily
damaged interior.  

Carl Strain, a retired metal worker with carpentry skills and a deep devotion 
to Jesus, volunteered for the job of project manager. Our Family Selection 
Committee chose Harold and Joyce Washington and their three children 
for the house. Harold was on medical disability, and increasingly crippled.

Under Carl's leadership the house received a new roof, windows, kitchen, 
electricity, plumbing, and flooring. New walls. Downstairs was made 
handicapped accessible, with an outdoor ramp. The project took nearly two 
years, and Carl did much of the work himself.

Harold and the family contributed 300 hours of “sweat equity”, Harold 
himself often working through pain.

The house became a thing of beauty, and the Washington family became 
extravagantly proud. Harold said Carl was Jesus come back.

Carl Strain reflected his love of Jesus with his carpentry skills, and became 
an inspiration to hundreds.  He loved to sing. His favorite hymns were His 
Eye Is On The Sparrow, and Precious Lord, Take My Hand.

Precious Lord, help me show Jesus' love in my life.
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Mark 14.1-11
It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. 
The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by 
stealth and kill him; for they said, “Not during the festival, or there may be a 
riot among the people.”

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the 
table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, 
and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But some 
were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted 
in this way? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three 
hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 
But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a 
good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, and you can 
show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 
She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its 
burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole 
world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in 
order to betray him to them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, 
and promised to give him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to 
betray him.
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Luke 19.5-6
When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 

So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him.

Rev. Dr. John Williams
Chaplain, Austin College

Jesus does three things in Luke 19.5 that are valuable models for 
ministry for all of us on our Lenten journey from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter. First, he looks up. Jesus notices an opportunity for ministry (a
guy in a tree by the side of the road) that was not necessarily on the 
path in front of him. Second, he calls Zacchaeus by name. He treats him 
as an individual with a unique name and not simply a generic 
representative of the categories he fits into. Third, he invites Zacchaeus 
to share his gifts. He invites him out of the audience and into the story.

And in verse 6 we learn that after being noticed, addressed, and invited 
out of the audience and into the story, Zacchaeus is “happy” to 
welcome Jesus and play his role in the larger Jesus story.

These features of Luke 19.5-6 have guided and informed our ministry 
at Austin College for decades. We work hard to look up and recognize 
students where they are. We seek to address each student as a whole, 
distinct, sufficient, beloved, and gifted person with a name. And we 
treat each student as a gifted individual and invite and encourage them 
to think of themselves as ministry partners and not just ministry 
recipients.

I encounter Jesus in my interactions with Austin College students at 
weekly communion services, planning and leading youth ministry 
events, in classes, and in late-night conversations that start out as 
something else but become about vocational discernment.

Lord, continue to work through us to notice, address, and encourage others. 
Amen.
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Mark 3.1-6

Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered 
hand. They were watching him to see whether he would cure him on the 
Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man who had the 
withered hand, “Come forward.” Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good 
or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. He 
looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart 
and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his 
hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with 
the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.

Steve Christian, Board President, New Leaf Community Services
First Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elder

To me, the man with the withered hand represents all of us when we are 
struggling or in need. As in many of Jesus’ stories and parables, mercy 
and compassion are given to the person who is oppressed, alone or 
outcast even when the world, or our own fears, tell us to just take care 
of ourselves. Jesus is telling us to stretch out our withered hand to 
another withered hand and we will heal together.

In 2019, our church committed $1,000,000 to develop housing solutions 
for chronically homeless neighbors in our city. A taskforce of First Pres. 
members was appointed to discern how best to use this incredible gift 
and four years later, the newly formed non-profit New Leaf Community 
Services, raised over $12 million in public/private funds to construct 96 
apartment units and provide full time case management and social 
services to homeless neighbors throughout our city. Thanks be to God.

Lord, in this Lenten journey, keep our hearts open to each other. Amen.
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Read Amos 5.24

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing 
stream.

Oleta Thrower
First Presbyterian Church, member

On the first day of our June 2022 Civil Rights Pilgrimage with Mount Moriah 
Missionary Baptist Church as part of our Circles of Christ partnership, we 
toured the museum at the Equal Justice Institute in Montgomery, Alabama. 
Even though the weather looked like rain, we were determined to visit the 
park where the lynchings were memorialized. 

From the entrance we faced a beautifully sculptured green hill in distance. 
Wooden frames along the top of the hill looked like scaffolds. And, hanging 
from them…row upon row…were rust-colored panels (something like slabs) 
being blackened by the rain, holding a record of the awful truth we had 
come to face. Our feet were heavy as we slogged up the hill. Showers had 
turned into rain by then….a very real Southern gully-washer. We wanted 
shelter, but found none since the record of these victims stood out in the 
open, and on this day…open to a weeping sky.

I thought I had found my way out as I walked down an incline. In that 
darkened space a wall of water fell into a stream at its base. Across the top 
were the words from Amos 5 about justice running down like water and 
righteousness as a mighty stream.

Eventually, storm clouds opened to a bright sky filled with a dazzling 
rainbow before us. Even though our feet were slipping and sliding at that 
moment, together…we ooed and ahhed over God’s symbol of hope.

My own personal moment of deep meaning and a Christlike encounter 
happened when my new friend from Circles of Christ came from the bus 
when he saw me in the rain. He met me on the slippery walk. He took my 
hand and led me safely on. For me this symbolized a moment of coming 
together to help each other as partners along the way. May the truth of this 
gesture always be so.

God, may we extend our hands and hearts in justice and peace, Amen. 

Reflect

Pray
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Luke 8.18

Then pay attention to how you listen; for to those who have, more will be 
given; and from those who do not have, even what they seem to have will 
be taken away.

Rev. Jim Witherow
Honorably Retired, PCUSA

I have found that Jesus is not only with me every day but also 
communicating to me mostly through my interaction with other 
people. My family, friends, others I encounter, many of whom are 
strangers, are all an opportunity to hear Jesus’ voice. Most have no 
idea that I am listening for what Jesus is saying through their words. 

I also find that when I am disturbed or irritated by what I am hearing 
these emotions are often Jesus’ way of getting my attention. When I 
don’t react from these emotions, I am able to understand more clearly 
the person behind the words being said to me. Sometimes that’s all 
Jesus is telling me to do, understand the person in front of me even if I 
don’t agree with or like what they are saying. Jesus wants us to love 
each other through our differences and conflicts.

As John Calvin said, “. . . attend to the image of God, which exists in 
all, and to which we owe all honor and love.”

Lord Jesus, give us ears to hear, hearts to understand, and fill us with the 
power of your love so that we may be bearers of your love and grace to 
everyone we meet. Amen.
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John 21.4-8

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, 
have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the 
right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now 
they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 
jumped into the lake. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging 
the net full of fish. 

Chris Bartley
Director of Engagement & Programs, First Presbyterian Church 

I love this story because it presents such a vivid picture to the 
imagination. It’s like a scene from a TV show. I so identify with the
disciples who did not realize that the one standing on the beach is 
Jesus. And then with Simon Peter, as he scrambles to get some 
clothes on once he is informed that he is in the presence of the Savior.  

How do we encounter Jesus? Sometimes inadvertently. As we 
continue living into ways of invitation, welcome and connection, a 
little unsolicited advice on where to cast our nets can have surprising 
results. 

Lord, thank you for the gift of unexpected encounters with you - for 
special reminders of the constancy of your presence with us. Amen.   
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Read       John 11.1-45
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, 
he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then 
after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples 
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” When she 
had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw 
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.”
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came 
to the tomb.
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John 11.1-45 (continued)

It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if 
you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him.

Rev. Jed Koball
PCUSA Mission Co-Worker serving in Peru
Upon arriving to La Oroya for the first time my eyes immediately began to 
burn, and I could taste the metal on my lips. In this small Andean town, long 
considered one of the ten most contaminated cities in the world, sits a 
smelter that emits up to 2 million pounds of toxins into the air every single 
day, leaving 99% of the children with lead flowing through their veins. The 
scorched earth scenes alone, due to years of acid rains, are enough to 
convince you that the people rest in a cavern of death. The oppressive tactics 
of the smelter´s billionaire owner and the cowardice inaction of the State are 
also enough to convince many of the residents to accept their inevitable fate.    
It was a funeral that Jesus arrived to that day in Bethany. But I often wonder 
if his tears were not so much out of sadness as perhaps frustration. After all 
he had preached, taught and healed, his followers still did not understand. 
Jesus did not come to bow down to death, rather to stand up for new life! 
Remove the stone, he says. Confront the stench. Come out of the tomb. Set 
yourself free!  
Eight years later in La Oroya, I joined with a group of mothers at the local 
cemetery. We gathered not only to remember those who had passed away 
but to unite our voices in shouts for justice. Unafraid to stand up to the 
powers of death, they proclaimed new life. At the tombs of their loved ones 
they had been set free.     

God of Life, grant us courage to remove stones and confront the stench of despair. 
God of Liberty, give us strength to stand up and proclaim new life for all who abide 
in darkness. In Jesus´ Holy name, Amen.  
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John 3.1-10
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things?

John 19.38-42
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him 
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and 
removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, 
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a 
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the 
spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now 
there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden 
there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because 
it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there.
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Psalm 5.3

O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I plead my case to 
you, and watch.

Matthew 25.40

… just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.

Rev. Murray Richey
Honorably Retired, PCUSA

I encounter Jesus at opposite poles in my life. I encounter Jesus at the 
start of each day in my time of private devotion. That time with God is 
nonnegotiable no matter how busy the day. It is also a time that cannot be 
hurried. It includes prayer, scripture, devotional reading, and silence. I am 
alone in God’s presence. Often God will bring to my mind an incident of 
the previous day. Sometimes I feel God’s affirmation. Often God exposes 
me to my hypocrisy, subtle deceptions, and selfishness.

The second place I encounter Jesus is in Community Crossroads. There 
Jesus is just as real, but harder to recognize. Jesus doesn’t look like the 
famous Warner Sallman picture with which I grew up, but he is just as real. 
There is nothing that I can do for an all-sufficient God except as God 
chooses to appear to me in the form of another human. Then there is 
always something I can do.

These opposite poles of solitary reflection and active service are the two 
places where God most frequently appears to me. They are two 
appointments that I am meant to keep.

Dear Lord, prepare me each day to encounter You. Amen.
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Luke 8.22-25

One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side of the lake.” So they put out, and while they were sailing 
he fell asleep. A windstorm swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with 
water, and they were in danger. They went to him and woke him up, shouting, 
“Master, Master, we are perishing” And waking up, he rebuked the wind and the 
raging waves; they ceased, and there was a calm. Then he said to them, “Where 
is your faith?” They were terrified and amazed and said to one another, “Who 
then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water and they obey 
him?”

Ann Nielsen
Director of Children & Family Ministries, First Presbyterian Church

This passage of scripture is a familiar story - Jesus quiets a storm while 
crossing the Sea of Galilee in a boat with his disciples. I imagine this storm 
to be loud, with the boat rocking rapidly and terrifying to the disciples.

Life gets busy, loud, and even a little chaotic at times. What a gift it is to find 
calm, still moments.

Each week at the close of the children’s ministry church school hour, all kids 
from kindergarten through fifth grade gather in the Chapel. I encounter 
Jesus, as we sing and pray together. Especially, as Laura Collins leads this 
group in singing, “Be Still and Know that I am God”. Chapel time can be
loud, and sometimes controlled chaos. However, in this moment, when the 
kids are singing this repetitious song – it brings a moment of calm and 
stillness. It is amazing how our minds and bodies calm down as we sing. 
During this season of Lent, where do you find these moments of stillness? 

Loving God, may we feel moments of stillness in this season of Lent, Amen.  



2 0 2 3  L E N T  D E V O T I O N A L :  M A R C H  1 5

Read

Reflect

Pray

John 1.14

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

David Dobson
President, Presbyterian Publishing Corporation

As a publisher of books, hymnals, and curriculum, it is our hope that 
we are facilitating encounters with Jesus anytime someone reads one 
of our devotionals, hears a sermon preached with one of our 
commentaries, sings a hymn from Glory to God, or studies from one of 
our curriculum. It is holy work that we don’t take lightly.

We also encounter Jesus as we create these resources, working with 
pastors, scholars, and educators. Though it may seem it is just the 
author and editor working together, we know that Jesus is in the 
midst of these relationship as we work together. It is humbling to 
know that we are helping people to facilitate their own encounters 
with Jesus. 

God, the next time I read a book, sing a hymn, listen to a sermon, or study 
your Word, remind me of the role your Son played in making it possible. 
Amen. 
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Mark 7.24-26

Jesus entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet 
he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an 
unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed 
down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.

Rev. Dr. Robyn Michalove
Associate Pastor of Mission and Family Ministries, 
First Presbyterian Church

In this scripture, the Syrophoenician woman comes face to face with 
Jesus despite social, religious, gender, racial, boundaries and begs 
Jesus to heal her demon-possessed daughter. Despite his initial 
resistance, he does. He took the time, even though he wanted to be 
left alone, and allowed himself to really see her – despite their 
differences and his resistance – and he is changed because of this 
encounter. 

In our myriad of outreach opportunities at First Presbyterian, I notice 
the powerful ministry of really seeing another, of greeting people by 
name, of hearing another’s story. I encounter Jesus when I break 
bread with guests at Room in the Inn or play games with my Academy 
4 fourth grade friend. I encounter Jesus when I am truly present to 
another, even in those times when I, like Jesus, am initially resistant or 
don’t want to be interrupted. Yet, those times of engagement are 
often the encounters that are the most transformative. In this Lenten 
season, keep your eyes open for opportunities to see others, for it is 
there that we see the very face of Christ. 

Lord, in this Lenten journey, keep our eyes wide open, Amen.
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Matthew 11.28

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

John Shearer
Executive Director, Academy 4

Our world needs rest. I’m not talking about more naps – although that 
would be nice. I’m talking about respite – a break from our world's 
distraction, noise, and frenzy. Recently, I have had numerous 
conversations, listened to many sermons, and read a few books that are 
all focused on the great need for respite and care for our souls.

As I have sought rest, I have found two critical threads. The first is to 
start with Jesus. He invites us, all of us, in Mathew 11.28 “Come to me, 
all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” All you 
have to do is get to a quiet place and start surrendering all the noise in 
your world. As John Eldridge admonishes in his book Resilient “give 
Jesus everyone and everything.” Then, God will provide rest and 
renewal.

During this Lenten season, the Savior reminds us of the divine respite 
we have from the weight of our sins. He shows us that he has paid the 
price for our sins and restores us to himself. And because the debt is 
paid, we rest in him 

The second thread is to be a person of respite for others. Put aside your 
to-do list and busy schedule and silence the great disrupter (your 
smartphone). Now, simply listen. Be present and wholly focus on the 
other person. When you do this, you model what respite looks like.

Jesus, help me give others a taste of the rest you provide. Amen.



2 0 2 3  L E N T  D E V O T I O N A L :  M A R C H  1 8

Read

Reflect

Pray

John 4.25-26

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called 
Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to 
her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

Rev. Peter D. Crouch
Vice President of Development, 
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services

When Jesus approaches the woman at the well, he treats her with 
respect. He focuses on her strengths rather than her challenges. And 
while acknowledging her past, he focuses on her future. 

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services strives to do the same. 
When we imitate Christ’ example, we help children and families find 
hope and know the love of God. 

This Lenten season, how do we approach our own family members, 
friends, and neighbors? Do we strive to interact with them as Christ 
taught us by his example? Do we treat them with respect, focus on 
their strengths rather than their challenges, and not on their past but 
on their future? 

God of love and grace, forgive us for not recognizing you when we 
encounter you in the least expected places, such as a well at high noon, 
the hottest part of the day. In our relationships with family, friends and 
neighbors, may we strive to serve like you, our Rock and our Redeemer.
Amen.
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Matthew 26.57-68
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in 
whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was 
following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; 
and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would 
end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false 
testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they 
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two 
came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the 
temple of God and to build it in three days.’” The high priest stood up 
and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against 
you?” But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you 
under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, From 
now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power 
and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his 
clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need 
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” 
They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his face and 
struck him; and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you 
Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”
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Ephesians 6.18

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end 
keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.

Rev. Dr. Brian Coulter
Pastor/Head of Staff, First Presbyterian Church

Supplication generally is not something I struggle with. I ask God for 
stuff all the time. I ask God to help my friends. I ask God to send 
miracles for loved ones. I even ask God for tangible things when I feel 
they are needed.

Supplication “for all the saints” and “at all times”—supplication that 
requires perseverance—however, sounds harder. I am good at asking 
God for what is right before me. I am not so good, though, at 
broadening the scope of my prayers to include all the saints and to 
think about what they might need. That is a lot of people. That is a lot 
of supplication.  

But the more I encounter Jesus, the more I am drawn towards other 
people and their encounters with Jesus! Together we make up the body 
of Christ and it is a much larger body than we often realize. Together, 
as the body of Christ, we can encounter Christ through each other.  

Perhaps our supplication should be for the whole holy body today! 
Perhaps we pray for those we see on our morning walk or with our 
social media feed open or through the church Shelby app on our 
phones. Perhaps we pray for someone we have never prayed for 
before.

Holy Spirit, today I pray for all the holy ones — Amen.
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Proverbs 22.6

Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray. 

Rev. Lynda Dinsdale
Honorably Retired, PCUSA

The Old Testament Book of Proverbs is a window to everyday life and 
how to do what is wise. Guiding our actions to what is right, just, and 
moral in our personal relationships.

Parents have a responsibility to clothe, feed, and educate their 
children. Our children are sponges soaking up all we say and do. Yet, it 
is the “do” they remember the most. My parents were active 
volunteers in our community, Dad served on boards, but Mom was a 
hands-on volunteer; and I followed her example.

From soup kitchens to night shelters, hospitals to thrift shops, to 
Sunday school teaching; each one a rewarding and learning 
experience. Of all my experiences one stands out as “a moment 
closest to Christ.”

It was in Omaha, Nebraska on a Sunday evening while serving dinner 
at a homeless shelter. One of the guests approached me carrying his 
empty tray. He was a short, white haired wrinkled old man. As he 
handed me his tray, he lifted his head and looked me directly in the 
eye. I think he said thank you, but I cannot be sure….as my breath was 
taken away, I realized I was looking into the eyes of Christ. Only a
moment, but it will stay with me forever.

O God, thank you for parents who teach us e to find opportunities to serve 
you by serving others. Amen.
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Colossians 3.14

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 

Leah Wyckoff
WOW! (Worship on Wednesdays) Coordinator, 
First Presbyterian Church
and Director of Resource Center, Grace Presbytery

Colossians is written to Jesus’ followers in a textile-producing city. The 
writer describes new life in Jesus Christ as a garment with which one is 
clothed. Encountering Jesus and receiving new life through him means 
putting on a garment of compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
patience, and above all, love. 

Last fall, Worship on Wednesday! (WOW!) participants of all ages worked 
on a mission project making blanket squares from discarded t-shirts. We 
hoped to make enough squares to sew them into children’s blankets. We
cut, ironed, pinned, and stitched together squares. People with no sewing 
experience approached these tasks with humility and asked for help. 
People with sewing skills patiently coached them, offering encouragement 
when mistakes were made. Sometimes a t-shirt piece was cut too small 
for a blanket square, so it became a pillow. Sometimes the iron-on 
interfacing was wrong side up, resulting in a hot, gooey mess that had to 
be scraped off the iron.  

This was a lot of work. Wouldn’t it be easier to just buy fleece blanket 
material and be done with it? Yes, but then we would miss out on 
transforming something discarded into something useful. And we would 
have fewer chances to clothe ourselves with those characteristics of new 
life in Jesus and practice them with one another. Jesus showed up as we 
learned, made mistakes, and created something beautiful together.  

God of new life, help us live with patience and love for one another and to see 
you at work among us. Amen. 
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Mark 1.16-20

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, 
and followed him.

Gage Yager, CEO, Trinity Habitat for Humanit
First Presbyterian Church, member

In Mark 1.16-20, Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, first called Simon and 
Andrew and then James and John. All four fishermen dropped their nets or 
left the boat to join Jesus. They encountered, they were called, and they 
answered.

Millard Fuller, the founder of Habitat for Humanity, encountered Jesus and 
was called. He left his successful direct mail sales business (largest 
cookbook sales in the country) and extravagant lifestyle, moved to Africa 
for four years where he built homes. He went back to Americus, Georgia, 
gave away his money and founded Habitat for Humanity.

Twenty-six years ago, while running our ReStore, a man about my age 
approached and said he wanted to volunteer. That was unusual because no 
body volunteered at the store. After a few months of routine volunteering 
he sheepishly admitted to me that he was serving court appointed 
community service for a DUI. During his few months volunteering, he
encountered Jesus and, like Simon, Andrew, James, John and Millard, he 
answered the call. He interviewed with Habitat International, sold his car, 
rented his home, and took a job in Fiji. He has lived all over the world doing 
mission work. He married a Brazilian woman, has two teenage children and 
lives in Tennessee still doing missionary work. 

Dear Lord, help us answer the call. Encounters with Jesus are purposeful – It 
means you are being called! Listen and answer the call! Amen.
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Psalm 46.4-5, 10

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place 
where the Most High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will 
help her break the day. 

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 
nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

Tim Huchton
President and CEO, Presbyterian Mo-Ranch Assembly

We all have a varying amount of noise in our lives. Distractions, 
commitments, news cycles, and a list that goes on and on. But when 
and where can we just be still and listen to God? 

One of my favorite stories about how we can experience Jesus here at 
Mo came from one of our summer campers a few years back. I am 
reminded of when she said, “I used to think that Mo-Ranch was the 
place that God spoke to me the loudest, I know now that Mo-Ranch is 
actually the place I listen the best.” 
Mo-Ranch is a place that sits along streams of water and is set aside 
for us to experience the glory of God. It is here that we can listen to 
the soft, still voice and know that God is present.

May we all be blessed this Lenten season to find a place that we can 
“listen the best” in our lives much like this camper was able to find for 
her life.

Lord, this Lenten season help us open our ears so that we may “listen our 
best” to what you have to say. Amen.
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Psalm 23.1-6

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me 
in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Sister Linda Quinn
CNA, James L. West Center for Dementia Care

On August 27, 1993, the Lord led me to the James L. West Center for 
Dementia Care. I have seen God daily through my coworkers who 
have encouraged me to me to stay positive even things look bad. My 
mother instilled in me that I am a child of God and that I must do his 
work for Him and not for myself. 

My daily prayer is that the Lord’s will be done and that I accept 
whatever he allows. Today, I give God all the glory and all that praise 
for what he is about to do in me and through me.

Lord, in this Lenten journey, keep our hearts and minds open, Amen. 
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John 18.28-19.16
Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. 
They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be 
able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you 
bring against this man?” They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not 
have handed him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him 
according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” 
(This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from 
this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked 
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went out 
to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against him. But you have a custom that I 
release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the 
Jews?” They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 
put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said 
to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against 
him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 
them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find 
no case against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law 
he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.” Now when Pilate heard this, 
he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where 
are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse 
to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify 
you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you 
from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From 
then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are 
no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the 
emperor.” When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s 
bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day 
of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your 
King!” They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, 
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the emperor.”

Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus.
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Luke 24.35

Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Dori Al-Hammami
Director of Community Crossroads, First Presbyterian Church

After hearing of Jesus’ resurrection, two men return to their home in 
Emmaus excited. Unrecognized, Jesus joins them on their journey. Once 
Jesus reveals himself, they rush back to town to share their encounter.
 
Hear our neighbor’s experiences as shared by some special people. One 
neighbor who clutched his bag of gently used, new to him, clothing with 
the biggest grin exclaimed how it was just like shopping at JCPenney’s! 
Another who lost his father was able to proudly provide a suit for him to 
be buried in. The neighbor with tenderness in his eyes receiving a fresh 
flower proclaimed that no one had ever given him a flower before. And 
another who said Crossroads has the best coffee anywhere. Each time 
these special people share a neighbor experience, they share their 
Emmaus story. They have encountered Jesus in our neighbors and our 
neighbors have experienced Jesus through them.

You have heard them called, “Volunteers.” They are more. I call them 
Clothed in Love Angels, Crossroads Gardeners, Dental Disciples, Divine 
Drivers, Fabulous FAD Ladies, Hospitality Servants, Listening Post 
Listeners, Pantry Partners, the WOW Band, and WOW working 
worshippers. 

Jesus, forgive us for neglecting to spend time walking with you. Give us the 
joy and confidence the men of Emmaus felt as they ran to Jerusalem to share 
the Good News of Your resurrection. Amen.
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Matthew 4.18-22

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he 
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately 
they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

Rev. Dr. Sarah D. Allen
Director of Ministerial Formation and Advanced Studies, 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

In my role as the Director of Ministerial Formation and Advanced Studies, I 
have the privilege of accompanying students as they engage in 
congregational internships. Students serve as interns with a trained 
ministry supervisor as well as gather with me on a weekly basis for 
colloquium. SPM colloquium is a time of reflection on the practice of 
ministry and continued discernment. I encounter Jesus in the sacred 
conversations that take place as students discern their call to ministry and 
discover the myriad gifts God’s given them that they had not yet even 
realized. I encounter Jesus as students weave together what they’re 
learning in classrooms with what they’re practicing in their ministry 
contexts. On my very first day at the seminary, a student came up to me in 
the dining hall, eyes aglow, and said, “Sarah, I finally know why God called 
me to seminary! I knew God called me here but I didn’t know why until 
now. I’m going to be a hospital chaplain. I love it!” She had begun her 
Clinical Pastoral Education, serving as a chaplain at a local hospital. Jesus 
met her there as she cared for the sick and their families. Like the disciples 
who dropped their fishing nets and followed Jesus, she trusted in Jesus’ 
claim upon her life, even if she didn’t know yet where her journey led. As 
we journey through this Lenten season, may we trust in Jesus’ faithfulness 
as he calls to us, “Come, follow me.”

Loving God, may we trust your faithfulness as we seek to follow you. Amen.
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Luke 10.38-42

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 
saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him 
and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the 
work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is 
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 
taken away from her.”

Leah Boom
First Presbyterian Church, member

Being a young adult with a full-time job and numerous other activities 
that I participate in, I’m busy. In the hustle and bustle of everyday life, 
I find that I’m often focused on completing a task, while already 
thinking about the next thing on my to-do list, rather than enjoying
the moment. I encounter Jesus in our Young Adult events when we 
share our highs and lows of the week and offer congratulations or 
support to each other. By sharing my low of the week, I’m able to stop 
thinking or worrying about it and focus on the lesson. I’m able to be 
more like Mary and spend time with Jesus.

Lord, always, but especially during this Lenten season, remind and allow us 
to truly be present in the moment. Amen.



2 0 2 3  L E N T  D E V O T I O N A L :  M A R C H  3 0

Read

Reflect

Pray

John 4.13-14

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but 
those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 
eternal life.”

Rev. David Schneider
Honorably Retired, PCUSA

Jesus attracts several different groups of people who decide to follow 
him. It begins and ends with a meal. Meals are wonderful ways to 
encounter Jesus and to become a believer.  John identified seven groups 
who follow him to Jerusalem. It all begins and ends with a miraculous 
meal: first the wine at a wedding… finally a miraculous Easter breakfast of
fish on the beach. Thus our sacrament of Holy Communion and Christ’s 
Great Commission!
 
In 1989 I sat in the Manila airport waiting for a flight back home after 
attending my godson’s wedding in the Philippines. I took a bite of a large 
sandwich prepared earlier. (Always have something to drink in such a 
situation!) That first bite stuck in my throat…I reasoned that a second bite 
might help me swallow. I started choking!  A nearby water cooler had no 
paper cups.  I began to fear that I was about to  experience what if feels 
like to choke to death.  No one nearby understood my choking sign; they 
just watched. Without panicking I started counting: how soon I would pass 
out?
 
A police officer across the room was watching and acted immediately, 
went to the trash,  fished out a used paper cup and brought me a drink of 
water, then a second. He never said a word but I will never forget the one 
who gave me a life-saving drink. Jesus on his way to Jerusalem…. Giving a 
drink, sharing a meal... how Jesus found his first followers, how he gave 
birth to the church!

Lord, let us share your living water, Amen.
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John 11.21-25a

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life.

Rev. Karl Travis
former Pastor/Head of Staff, First Presbyterian Church

“Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask 
of him.’ Jesus said, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am 
the resurrection and the life.”

Lazarus is already four days in the tomb. Martha is angry and frustrated, so 
her time with Jesus is less encounter than confrontation. “If you had been 
here,” she begins. How accusatory, certainly no way to speak to the 
Messiah!

“… my brother would not have died,” she continues. What begins as curt 
finger-pointing turns to bargaining. Martha wants Jesus to intervene with 
God. 

Jesus has every right to feel attacked and manipulated, but he does not 
reply defensively. Rather, he reminds Martha that Lazarus will rise again 
“on the last day.” Jesus gently returns Martha to her faith, and Martha is 
moved to confess Jesus as “the Messiah.”

Have you been angry, frustrated, ready to blame even God? Sometimes, 
we lose our temper in prayer, and Jesus can handle it. In fact, Jesus wants 
our hearts, and that requires our honesty. Good news! Grace means that 
we need never hide our truth from God.

Holy One, give me the trust to share all my thoughts with you, that I might 
receive all that you have for me. Amen.
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John 11.41-44

Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said 
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.

Lauren Stark, Austin College student
First Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elder

Jesus knew that everything would be okay, but he still cried in anguish to 
God. Lazarus’ family had faith, but were still discouraged until they saw the 
miracle. I came into college with confidence and trust in the Lord. I soon 
fell into despair when schoolwork piled high and it became harder to find 
good friends. I was still able to encounter Jesus in the beauty of the 
campus. I encountered Jesus in the kindness of my professors. I 
encountered Jesus in the greetings of John Williams and Activators. Now 
that I understand college life, I find that the trust has paid off. Jesus is 
everywhere around me. He never left. I now encounter Jesus in my 
friends, roommate, aspirations for next year, new classes, the sky and 
breeze every single day. I encounter Jesus in the beautiful culture of 
Austin College each and every day. 

Lord, thank you for being with us through new and old experiences and help us 
to continue to trust you everyday.
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Luke 19.29-40
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called 
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks 
you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So 
those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As 
they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought 
it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus 
on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the 
road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of 
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God 
joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 
seen, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” Some of the 
Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would 
shout out.”
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Psalm 23
 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in 
right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

William Schmid, elementary student
First Presbyterian Church

When I was six years old, I memorized Psalm 23 with my family during 
dinner time. This scripture is very special to me, as these were some of the 
first bible verses I memorized in my young Christian faith. Psalm 23 begins, 
The Lord is my shepherd. A shepherd protects his sheep, watches over 
them and makes sure they have what they need. Jesus is our shepherd, and 
he is with us all the time; happy times, sad times, peaceful times...always!

Jesus is with me in peaceful times, like when I'm reading a book before I go 
to sleep or when I'm spending time with my family.

Jesus is with me in sad times, like when my Great-Grandma and Great- 
Grandpa died and when our dog, Nellie, died. Although I was sad, I felt 
comfort knowing that Jesus was with me.

Jesus is with me in happy times, like when I'm playing sports and when I'm 
playing with my friends and family.

Jesus is my shepherd. Knowing that Jesus is always walking alongside me, 
and alongside each of us, is comforting. 

Dear Lord, during this Lenten season and always, help us see opportunities to 
walk alongside you and show Christ’s love to the world. Amen.
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John 6. 9, 11

There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish… Then Jesus 
took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them … to 
you also the fish, as much as they wanted.

Joanna Kim
Director of Ministry Services, Grace Presbytery

The feeding of 5,000 is the only miracle that is recorded in all four 
Gospels. Uniquely in John, it is mentioned that the one who gives 
away the loaves and fish is a boy. I’ve wondered if he was standing 
close enough to Jesus to hear his question about buying bread for the 
people and the disciples’ response. It is not possible to feed all. There 
is not enough money to feed all. But the gift of the boy was blessed by 
Jesus and multiplied to satisfy all. At Passover, the sharing of this meal 
was the true sign of God’s compassion, salvation, justice, and mercy.

Grace Presbytery’s connectional and intergenerational ministry gives 
witness to the contributions of disciples, congregations, and servant- 
leaders of all ages who are attentive to Jesus’ invitation to care, 
create, and connect. Individual and collective gifts to ministry come in 
all shapes and forms. Once surrendered, blessings multiply – funding 
young campers; helping a neighboring church during a storm; sharing 
Christ’s love with unaccompanied minor migrants; attending hours of 
virtual meetings and reading countless emails as committee members; 
and faithfully making decisions to build up this church with energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love.

God, bless this gift of mine and multiply it for your glory and ministry. 
Amen.
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Luke 19.9a

Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house.”

Rev. Dr. Josh Stewart
Associate Pastor for Youth, First Presbyterian Church

What would our understanding of Jesus look like if we only had his teachings 
and not his personal encounters with people?
 
For a moment today, let’s observe Jesus on his journey to the cross. His GPS 
takes him through Jericho. There, he meets a notorious tax collector. Not just 
any tax collector. A “chief” tax collector. The head honcho. This means he 
was particularly gifted at cheating people out of their hard-earned shekels. 
 
Luke tells us that Zacchaeus climbs a tree because “he was short.” Whether
“he” was Jesus or Zacchaeus, we don’t know. Either way, the great surprise 
of the story is that Jesus tells Zacchaeus to come down from the tree and 
invites himself to his house. All the good Presbyterians in the crowd 
grumbled. “How dare Jesus ignore us and, instead, choose to be the guest of 
the biggest lowlife in town!”
 
The audacity of Jesus wakes up Zacchaeus. By all accounts, he appears to be 
a changed man. To prove his newfound devotion, he promises to make right 
all of his wrongs. But before he can take any real action, Jesus interrupts by 
declaring: “Today salvation has come to this house.” It is one of the few times 
Jesus speaks about “salvation.” One theologian puts it this way: “‘Saved’ is 
whenever and wherever Jesus invites himself to dine at your table.” 
Apparently, salvation has much more to do with God’s action than ours.
 
Working with our youth is a constant reminder that Jesus shows up in 
surprising ways.  Whether it’s during a Civil Rights Pilgrimage, an “in tents” 
Camping Trip, or Sunday night Youth Dinner, Jesus always shows up and 
reminds me that we are never alone and that he truly meets us wherever we 
are…usually around a table.

Dear Jesus, thank you once again for reminding us that no mater what we do or 
where we go, you always find us. You call us down from our trees and invite 
yourself into our homes. May we have the courage to say, “Yes, Lord.” Amen.
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John 13.12-14

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined 
again, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call 
me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.

Eric Varnon
Director of Young Adult Ministry, First Presbyterian Church

 Jesus’ ministry was filled with active teaching and providing for all 
who encountered him. Now Jesus’ time on Earth is coming to a close 
and we are able to see how he is preparing the disciples to continue 
that same life and ministry after he is gone from this world. 

 Our lives are full of opportunities and moments that that give us the 
urge to go to God in prayer. We encounter Jesus each time we look to 
heaven or humbly bow our heads with words of compassion, empathy, 
and concern that often end with, “we ask these things in Jesus’ name.” 
However, as disciples, we are called to not only be conduits to an 
active God, but to also continue that same life and ministry filled with 
active teaching and providing for these we encounter. We help others 
encounter Jesus when we answer Jesus’ call to ‘wash one another’s 
feet.’

Lord, in this Lenten journey, may my service to others be an encounter 
with you, Amen.
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Luke 23.42-43

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He 
replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

Cindy Corell
PCUSA Mission Co-Worker serving in Haiti

On a trip in Northern Virginia, I met with supporters of FONDAMA, our 
ministry in Haiti. When I was ready to head back to where I was staying, I 
called for an Uber driver. Almost immediately after I got into the car, we 
were chatting.

Like many people, when he learned I live in Haiti, he asked about the people 
there. When he learned I was a mission co-worker, he was intrigued. It was a 
lively conversation. In fact, it continued for several minutes when we arrived 
at my destination. We talked about life, race relations, discrimination and the 
Gospel.

“You know the coolest part about Jesus?” he asked. “Remember when Jesus 
was up on that cross, and this criminal was on the other cross, and the 
criminal asked him: Jesus, will you remember me”?

The driver, this man unknown to me 10 minutes before, choked up.

“And Jesus said, ‘I promise you will be with me in paradise.”

He paused. “Isn’t that the best?”

Oh, yes. It is. Funny how in the midst of our work, between our meetings 
and emails and social media posts, an Uber driver brings it all back to the 
center of all we are searching for:

None of us are beyond redemption. Not criminals. Not those we hate.

Certainly not strangers willing to share the ways they see Jesus. 

In this season of Lent, examples of such blessed redemption surround us. May all 
our senses be awake to witness them. Amen.



Read Psalm 122.1

I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’

Rev. Patrick Turner
Pastor, Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, Fort Worth 
(FPC’s Circle of Christ partner congregation)

Psalm 122 begins with this joyous acclamation of the sheer joy and absolute 
pleasure in attending to worship. For the modern reader, this opening verse 
of Psalm proclaims that there is great joy in the opportunity to worship in 
church.

Going to church, however, is not often spoken of in such joyous, 
enthusiastic or exciting terms. For many, church is an obligation, something 
that must be done in order to claim authenticity as a Christian. It is a 
worthwhile reality that must be done in order to keep God happy. In many 
cases, being in church is reduced down to something we tolerate in order to 
keep someone else happy. For a vast number of people, the obligation of 
being in church is simply not worth enduring, and the believer simply 
substitutes any number of more entertaining, enjoyable, or otherwise more 
important activities in on Sunday morning. 

In today’s modern society, the church can find itself standing at a point of 
frustrating opposition to the entertainment-minded focus of our culture. A 
church attempting to simply make people feel good by providing a 
stimulating environment of religious-themed entertainment is a dangerous 
route for any church to take. It may attract a lot of happy churchgoers, but 
rarely does it fundamentally serve God, positively affect the world or 
transform the entertained masses into genuine disciples. 

The joy comes in working for the things that are greater than what you, I, or 
someone else may get out of church. It is in reclaiming the simple joy of 
coming to the House of Lord, having been empowered in worship of God, 
reaching out and be the church. It is more than just worship. It is action, 
service and ministry to the world’s most vulnerable, all in God’s love.

God, on this Holy Saturday, we anticipate the joy of worshipping you on Easter 
morning, Amen.
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