Sermon on the Mount Series Small group /			for week of  April 14, 2024  

Matthew 5:21-26 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder,[a] and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister[b][c] will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’[d] is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.
25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.

Matthew 5:21  (NLT) “You have heard that men were told long ago, ‘You must not kill another person. If someone does kill, he will be guilty and will be punished for his wrong-doing.’ 22 But I tell you that whoever is angry with his brother will be guilty and have to suffer for his wrong-doing. Whoever says to his brother, ‘You have no brains,’ will have to stand in front of the court. Whoever says, ‘You fool,’ will be sent to the fire of hell. 

	1 Peter 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. . 
1. When is it okay to be angry?                                                                                               	Jesus – Cleansing the temple (John 2:12-17), Paul – Confronting heresy (Galatians 1:6-9) 

2. How does righteous anger line up with Jesus’ commandments of loving God and loving others? 

3. When is anger okay?  When is anger sin? 

4. Martin Luther King Jr. told demonstrators of his day to avoid not only violence of deed, but violence of spirit. How does this fall in line with the scriptures on anger? 

5. What do I do when there is anger in my heart for a person that is turning into hate? 

6. What is the difference between happiness and joy?  (Galatians 5:22-26) 

7. How do I encourage others who demean others with their words? 

Matthew 5:23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.
25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.
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