


In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.  
1 John 4:10



In this is love [noun ἀγάπη agape], not 
that we loved [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] 
God, but that He loved [verb ἀγαπάω
agapao] us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.   1 John 4:10

•We don’t earn God’s love.
•God’s agape love is a gift.



Source: Rose Publishing 



•ἀγάπη agape is the Greek noun normally translated
into English as “love” or “charity” 

•Unconditional, benevolent love; a Heavenly 
Father’s (parental) love; God’s mercy toward man

•Pure love; seeks the highest and best for the other

•This is the type of love that says: “I will never leave 
you, I will never forsake you.”

What is “agape” love?



Last week…

Beloved, if God so loved [verb ἀγαπάω
agapao] us, we also ought to love [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] one another.  1 John 4:11

•We are not called to simply put up with people.  
We are called to agape love people. 

•For followers of Jesus, this is a high calling. To 
honor the Savior, it must be our goal.



How are we to love others?

1 Corinthians 13



Who was the Author?

• Paul the apostle was born in a Jewish family in Tarsus of Cilicia (Acts 22:3), during the first 
decade of the first century. Paul’s family was of the tribe of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5), and he 
was named for the most prominent member of the tribe—King Saul. Paul probably came 
from a family of tentmakers or leatherworkers. Apparently the business thrived and Paul’s 
family became moderately wealthy. Paul was born a Roman citizen. 

• Acts 22:3 shows that Paul grew up in Jerusalem.  Acts 22 says that Paul was trained by 
Rabbi Gamaliel I, a member of the Sanhedrin and a leading Jewish teacher in Paul’s day.

• Paul was probably in his thirties when he, with authorization from the chief priest, began 
to imprison believers first in the synagogues of Jerusalem and then later in Damascus. 

• While Saul was on his way to Damascus to arrest and imprison believers, the resurrected 
and glorified Christ appeared to him with blinding radiance. Saul immediately 
surrendered to His authority and went into the city to await further orders. There his 
blindness was healed and he received the Holy Spirit and accepted believer’s baptism. 

• He wrote 13 Bible books that comprise almost one-fourth of the 
New Testament.

- Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary



Who were the recipients in Corinth?

Paul wrote 1 Corinthians to give instruction and 
admonition that would lead to the solving of the 
many problems in the congregation. Some of these 
problems may have arisen out of a “super spiritualist” 
group that had been influenced by incipient gnostic 
teachings. All of the problems in chapters were 
grounded in egocentric or self-centered attitudes in 
contrast to self-denying, Christ-centered attitudes. 
- Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary 



If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
but do not have love [noun ἀγάπη agape], I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have 
the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all 
knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love [noun ἀγάπη
agape], I am nothing. 1 Corinthians 13:1-2

Even the gift of prophecy (1 Cor. 12:10) which Paul championed as a great gift for the Corinthian church 
(1 Cor. 14:1) or the gifts of wisdom, knowledge, and faith (1 Cor. 12:8–9) were nothing compared with 
love. Paul was not depreciating those gifts but was appreciating 
love by showing it to be incomparable. – Bible Knowledge Commentary



How could a Prophet be “Nothing”?

Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  
Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast 
out demons, and in Your name perform many 
miracles?’  And then I will declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness.’”  Matthew 7:21-23



How Could Jesus NOT Know Them?

The one who does not love [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] does not know God, 
for God is love [noun ἀγάπη agape]. 
1 John 4:8



And if I give all my possessions to feed the 
poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, 
but do not have love [noun ἀγάπη agape], it 
profits me nothing.  1 Corinthians 13:3

For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in 
the statement, “You shall love [verb ἀγαπάω
agapao] your neighbor as yourself.”  
Galatians 5:14



What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but 
he has no works? Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister 
is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet 
you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what 
use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by 
itself.  But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have 
works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show 
you my faith by my works.”  You believe that God is one. You do 
well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  But are you willing 
to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith
without works is useless?  James 2:14-20



Apostle Paul wrote… Owe nothing to anyone except to love 
[verb ἀγαπάω agapao] one another; for he who loves 
[verb ἀγαπάω agapao] his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  
For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and if 
there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this 
saying, “You shall love [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] your 
neighbor as yourself.”  Love [noun ἀγάπη agape] does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love [noun ἀγάπη agape] 
is the fulfillment of the law [Torah].  
Romans 13:8-10



Jesus said, “So when you give to the poor, do not sound 
a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 
honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full.”  Matthew 6:2

• You can be generous or serve others in order to make YOURSELF feel 
better. 

• Serving others without love is patronizing or condescending.

• There is no ground for pride in possessing a gift from the Spirit.

• Even self-sacrifice can be self-centered.



Last week…

Beloved, let us love one another, for 
love is from God; and everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 
1 John 4:7

*What does true love look like?



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape] is patient, love 
[noun ἀγάπη agape] is kind and is not 
jealous; love [noun ἀγάπη agape] does not 
brag and is not arrogant  1 Corinthians 13:4

•Paul shifted from the first person to the third person. 

• In verses 4-8, “love” is defined by 16 ideas (some 
negative, some positive).
– Bible Knowledge Commentary 



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]: 

•is patient  μακροθυμέω makrothumeo
to persevere patiently and bravely in enduring 
misfortunes and troubles, to be patient in bearing 
the offenses and injuries of others, to be mild and 
slow in avenging, the capacity to be wronged and 
not retaliate

•Is kind χρηστεύομαι chresteuomai to show one’s 
self mild, to act benevolently 



What is love not? Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]: 

• is not jealous  ζηλόω zeloo to be heated or to boil with envy, 
hatred, anger

For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and 
are you not walking like mere men?  1 Corinthians 3:3

•does not brag  περπερεύομαι perpereuomai employing 
rhetorical embellishments in extolling one’s self excessively

• is not arrogant  φυσιόω phusioo to be puffed up, to 
bear one’s self loftily, be proud

The verb φυσιόω phusioo occurs only seven times in the
New Testament, six of which are found in 1 Corinthians.



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]… does not act 
unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, 
is not provoked… 1 Corinthians 13:5

Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]: 

•does not act unbecomingly εὐσχημονέω
aschemoneo to act improperly, dishonorably, 
indecently, rudely



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]: 

•does not seek its own  ζητέω zeteo to seek after, aim at, 
strive after, crave

But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak.  1 Corinthians 8:9

All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, 
but not all things edify.  Let no one seek his own good, but that of his 
neighbor.  1 Corinthians 10:23-24

• is not provoked   παροξύνω paroxuno to irritate, 
provoke, arouse to anger, resentful



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]… 
does not take into account a wrong suffered   
1 Corinthians 13:5

•does not take into account a wrong suffered  

•λογίζομαι logizomai

•to reckon, count, compute, calculate 



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]… does not take into account a 
wrong suffered   1 Corinthians 13:5

Clara Barton, the founder of the American Red Cross, 
was reminded of a vicious deed that someone had done 
to her years before. But she acted as if she had never 
heard of the incident! “Don’t you remember it?” her 
friend asked. “No,” came Clara’s reply,
“I distinctly remember forgetting it.”

https://leadingandlovingit.com/



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]… does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 

1 Corinthians 13:6

Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]: 

•does not rejoice in unrighteousness ἀδικία adikia iniquity, 
unjust, wrong; a deed violating law and justice

• rejoices with the truth ἀλήθεια aletheia in reality, 
in fact, free from pretense, falsehood, deceit



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]… bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.  1 Corinthians 13:7

Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]: 

•bears all things στέγω stego to bear up 
against, to hold out against



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]: 

•believes all things πιστεύω pisteuo to think to be 
true, to be persuaded of, to credit, place confidence in 

•hopes all things ἐλπίζω elpizo to wait for salvation 
with joy and full confidence 

•endures all things ὑπομένω hupomeno to remain, 
abide, not recede or flee 



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape] never fails
1 Corinthians 13:8a

•never fails

•πίπτω pipto

•to perish, come to an end, disappear, cease; 

•God’s love is eternal

•“The future of love is guaranteed” – New Bible Commentary



LET’S DO MATH
The transitive property of equality states that if 
two numbers are equal to each other and the 

second number is equal to the third number, then 
the first number is also equal to the third number. 

If a = b and b = c, then a = c

https://www.cuemath.com/numbers/transitive-property/



The one who does not love [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] does not know 
God, for God is love [noun ἀγάπη
agape]. 1 John 4:8

God is love…  not God “has love” or 
“shows love” or “gives love”



• Love [noun ἀγάπη agape]… is patient, is kind, is not jealous, 
does not brag, is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly, does 
not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 
wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, rejoices 
with the truth, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things, never fails. 

•God is Love Θεὸς ἀγάπη ἐστίν

• So God… is patient, is kind, is not jealous, does not brag, is not 
arrogant, does not act unbecomingly, does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 
does not rejoice in unrighteousness, rejoices with the truth, 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things, never fails. 



Love [noun ἀγάπη agape] never fails; but if 
there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done 
away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if 
there is knowledge, it will be done away. 
1 Corinthians 13:8

Christians understand that at the end of time, when we live with God in person 
(Revelation 21:1–5), there will be no need for these gifts. They exist only in 
human history for a limited time and purpose.  God's love, though, and our 
reflection of it to each other, will go on endlessly.
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/13/1-Corinthians-13-8.html



For we know in part and we prophesy in part; but 
when the perfect [Jesus / Yeshua] comes, the 
partial will be done away.  1 Corinthians 13:9-10

What we know about God and what He will do in the world is relatively limited. Even 
through the revelation given to prophets and those with the "gift of knowledge" in Paul's 
day, what is revealed to us even in Scripture is a tiny slice of what is knowable. For now, 
we know only "in part" (1 Corinthians 13:9).  That will change one day. When the perfect 
comes, Paul writes, the partial will pass away. We will no longer need to work to 
understand and wonder over the bit of knowledge we have about God and His ways. The 
perfect, which is Jesus Christ, will bring about the day when all is revealed to God's 
children. When Christ returns, we will "know fully" (1 Corinthians 13:12).
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/13/1-Corinthians-13-10.html



When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, 
think like a child, reason like a child; when I 
became a man, I did away with childish things.

1 Corinthians 13:11

Eventually, the church will mature to the point that we reach the "fullness 
of Christ." This will happen only after He arrives, but it is the course we are 
currently on. The gifts are needed to keep the process going until He 
comes, then they will be needed no longer.  This maturity will happen for 
believers when Christ returns. Our partial understanding about God will 
become full “knowing.”
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/13/1-Corinthians-13-11.html



For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
face to face; now I know in part, but then I will 
know fully just as I also have been fully known.  
1 Corinthians 13:12

Imperfect reflections will be replaced by true perception—
imperfect mirrors distorted a proper reflection of the face in 
the mirror. Partial knowledge will give way to full knowledge, 
just as we are fully known by God. – New Bible Commentary



Bronze mirror with a bone handle from 
the Etruscan culture (ca. 350 BC)

Paul describes this partial knowledge of God as seeing a 
reflection in a dim mirror. Paul likely had in mind Corinth's 
famous bronze mirrors, known for their imperfect 
reflections. After the coming of Christ, when the church is 
fully mature as He is, however, we will see God face to 
face, knowing Him in person instead of through partial 
revelation.

In fact, Paul adds, we will know God and His ways then as 
He knows us now. God, of course, is never limited in His 
knowledge. He knows everything there is to know about 
us, even what we do not see or understand about 
ourselves. In that day, when God comes to live among us 
(Revelation 21:1–5), we will know fully, as He knows us 
fully in this moment.   https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/13/1-Corinthians-13-12.html



But now faith, hope, love [noun ἀγάπη
agape], abide these three; but the greatest of 
these is love [noun ἀγάπη agape].  
1 Corinthians 13:13

These are all inner spiritual qualities, but because 
love is an inner state that results in outward 
action, the greatest of them is love.
– Jewish New Testament Commentary



Faith is essential to Christianity. Only by faith in Christ is it possible to come 
into relationship with God, at all. In a similar way, hope is the Christian 
conviction that God will keep His promises about the future. Without faith 
and hope, Christianity does not make sense. They are built in.

Still, Paul insists that love is greater even than these two bedrock virtues. It 
will abide, in a sense, even after our faith has become sight and our hope in 
eternity has been fully realized.

Paul's bottom line in this chapter is that, of course, faith and hope are far 
more important than spiritual gifts and love is greater even than faith and 
hope. Spiritual gifts are essential for the church to grow, but the 
Corinthians had put too much emphasis on them as evidence of personal 
glory or achievement. The gifts must be applied with love,
or they become meaningless or even destructive.

https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/13/1-Corinthians-13-13.html



But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered themselves together.  One of 
them, aa lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  
And He said to him, “ ‘You shall love [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great and foremost 
commandment.  The second is like it, ‘You shall love [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the 
Prophets.”   Matthew 22:34-40



God Is Love… He Is Our Role Model

•We have spent a lot of time reading about how 

we are to agape love other people.

•In order to do that, we first need to remember 

that God agape loves each of us.



How did Yeshua demonstrate 1 Corinthians 13?
• Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.”  John 3:16

• Jesus said, “This is My commandment, that you love one 
another, just as I have loved you.”  John 15:12

•Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His 
hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the 
Father, having loved His own who were in the world, 
He loved them to the end.  John 13:1

• In each verse, “love” is the verb ἀγαπάω agapao


