


1 John



Who was the Author?

• John the apostle, son of Zebedee, brother of James.  Matthew 27:56 and Mark 
15:40 suggest that John’s mother was Salome. The sons of Zebedee were given 
the surname Boanerges, “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17). 

• The sons of Zebedee were among the first disciples called (Matthew 4:21–22; 
Mark 1:19–20). They were fishermen on the Sea of Galilee and probably lived in 
Capernaum. Their father was sufficiently prosperous to have “hired men” 
(Mark 1:20).

• John is always mentioned in the first four in the lists of the Twelve (Matthew 
10:2; Mark 3:17; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13). John is also among the “inner three” 
who were with Jesus during the raising of Jairus’s daughter (Mark 5:37), the 
transfiguration (Mark 9:2), and in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:32–33). 

• Five books of the New Testament have been attributed to John 
the apostle: the Gospel, three letters, and Revelation. - Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary



EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY
What was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked 
at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of 
Life— and the life was manifested, and we have seen 
and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was manifested to us— what 
we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so 
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ.  1 John 1:1-3



Timeline of John's Ministry
28-30 AD John is one of Jesus' disciples.

30-70 AD John the Apostle is one of the leaders of the Jerusalem 
church.

70-95 AD John flees to Ephesus and serves as a leader (elder) in 
the Ephesian church.

85-90 AD John writes the Gospel of John.

90-94 AD John writes 1, 2, and 3 John.

95-96 AD John is exiled to the island of Patmos by Emperor 
Domitian, where he writes Revelation. (See Rev. 1:9)

96-100 AD John returns to Ephesus until his death.
http://justthebible--1john.blogspot.com/2010/01/timeline-of-johns-ministry.html



Island of 
Patmos

Patmos was a small, rocky and barren island in the Aegean Sea where many criminals of 
Rome were sent to serve out their prison terms in harsh conditions. There were mines 
on the island that the criminals were forced to work. John was sent there because early 
Christians were considered a cult causing trouble within the Roman Empire. After John 
arrived, he began to have visions that were written into the Book of Revelation.
https://amazingbibletimeline.com/blog/john-exiled-to-patmos/



The last living eyewitness of Jesus writes…

Beloved, let us love one another, for 
love is from God; and everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 
1 John 4:7



Source: Rose Publishing 



•ἀγάπη (agape) is the Greek noun normally translated
into English as “love” or “charity” 

•Unconditional, benevolent love; a Heavenly Father’s 
(parental) love; God’s mercy toward man

•Benevolent, unconditional, pure love; seeks the 
highest and best for the other

•This is the type of love that says: “I will never leave 
you, I will never forsake you.”

What is “agape” love?



Beloved [adjective ἀγαπητός agapetos], 
let us love [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] one 
another, for love [noun ἀγάπη agape] is 
from God; and everyone who loves 
[verb ἀγαπάω agapao] is born of God 
and knows God. 1 John 4:7



The one who does not love [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] does not know 
God, for God is love [noun ἀγάπη
agape]. 1 John 4:8

God is love…  not God “has love” or 
“shows love” or “gives love”



“God is love”
• The one who does not love does not know God, for God is 

love.  1 John 4:8 in English

• ὁ μὴ ἀγαπῶν, οὐκ ἔγνω τὸν Θεόν· ὅτι ὁ Θεὸς ἀγάπη ἐστίν.
1 John 4:8 in Greek

•We have come to know and have believed the love which 
God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him.  1 John 4:16 in English

• καὶ ἡμεῖς ἐγνώκαμεν καὶ πεπιστεύκαμεν τὴν ἀγάπην ἣν ἔχει 
ὁ Θεὸς ἐν ἡμῖν. Ὁ Θεὸς ἀγάπη ἐστί, καὶ ὁ μένων ἐν τῇ 
ἀγάπῃ ἐν τῷ Θεῷ μένει καὶ ὁ Θεὸς ἐν αὐτῷ.
1 John 4:16 in Greek



“God is love”  - 1 John 4:8 and 4:16

•Jesus said, “God is spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  
John 4:24

•This is the message we have heard from Him 
and announce to you, that God is Light, and in 
Him there is no darkness at all.  
1 John 1:5



By this the love [noun ἀγάπη agape] of God 
was manifested in us, that God has sent His 
only begotten Son into the world so that we 
might live through Him.  1 John 4:9

But God demonstrates His own love [noun ἀγάπη
agape] toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8



Jesus said, “For God so loved [verb ἀγαπάω
agapao] the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God 
did not send the Son into the world to judge 
the world, but that the world might be saved 
through Him.”  John 3:16-17

“so that we might live through Him”



In this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.  
1 John 4:10

•We don’t earn God’s love.

•God’s agape love is a gift.



In this is love [noun ἀγάπη agape], not that 
we loved [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] God, but 
that He loved [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.   1 John 4:10

Creator reaches out to the created
God went first



What is propitiation? 

•Greek noun ἱλασμός hilasmos

•Propitiation “does not make God gracious… God does 
not love us because Christ died for us, Christ died for us 
because God loves us.” – John Stott

•“The doctrine of the propitiation is precisely this that 
God loved the objects of His wrath so much that He gave 
His own Son to the end that He by His blood should 
make provision for the removal of this wrath…” 
– John Murray 



•My little children, I am writing these things to you so that 
you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is 
the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also 
for those of the whole world.  1 John 2:1-2

•For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, 
innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted 
above the heavens; who does not need daily, like those high 
priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then 
for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all 
when He offered up Himself.  Hebrews 7:26-27



He [God the Father] made Him [God the 
Son] who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.  
2 Corinthians 5:21

What is propitiation? 



Beloved, if God so loved [verb ἀγαπάω
agapao] us, we also ought to love [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] one another. 1 John 4:11

•We are not called to simply put up with people.  
We are called to agape love people. 

•For followers of Jesus, this is a high calling. To 
honor the Savior, it must be our goal.



“love the sinner, hate the sin”

We hate sin by recognizing it for what it is, refusing to 
take part in it, and condemning it as contrary to God’s 
nature. Sin is to be hated, not excused or taken lightly. 
We love sinners by showing them respect (1 Peter 2:17), 
praying for them (1 Timothy 2:1), and witnessing to 
them of Christ. It is a true act of love to treat someone 
with respect and kindness even though you do not 
approve of his or her lifestyle or sinful choices.

https://www.gotquestions.org/love-sinner-hate-sin.html



The cross demonstrates God’s character in all its complexity. It shows his 
love, kindness, and mercy united with His justice, holiness, and wrath. It 
perfectly demonstrates a God who surpasses understanding. The Lord is 
giving us a glimpse into the immensity of His love for us. The love of God is 
not a tolerant love. It is much better. It is a redemptive love.

God calls us to abhor evil, while at the same time warning us against being 
agents of His wrath. We should hate the act of stealing while showing 
mercy and compassion to one who steals. Loving people well doesn’t 
mean we must embrace the choices they make. It means we openly 
welcome and embrace all who come into our lives with a heart of 
understanding and the message and hope of the gospel. We love people 
well when we call them out of sin into relationship with King Jesus. It may 
not be the world’s definition of tolerance, but it’s the truest 
way to love. – Melissa Kruger 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-loving-intolerance-of-god/



No one has seen God at any time; if we love [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] one another, God abides in us, 
and His love [noun ἀγάπη agape] is perfected in 
us. 1 John 4:12

•No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten 
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has 
explained Him. John 1:18

• Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.”  Matthew 5:8



By this we know that we abide in Him 
and He in us, because He has given us of 
His Spirit.  We have seen and testify that 
the Father has sent the Son to be the 
Savior of the world.  1 John 4:13-14

“Abide” is the Greek verb μένω meno which means 
“to dwell, to remain, to not depart”



Another New Testament book written by Apostle John…

Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, 
so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  I am the 
vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and 
I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you 
can do nothing.  If anyone does not abide in Me, he is 
thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they 
gather them, and cast them into the fire and 
they are burned.”  John 15:4-6



What does “Abide” mean?

Greek verb μένω meno

active, imperative, second person, plural

to remain, abide, to continue to be present; to 
be held, kept, continually; to remain as one, 
not to become another or different; to wait for



Jesus said, “If you abide in Me, and My words 
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you.  My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My 
disciples.  Just as the Father has loved [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] Me, I have also loved [verb 
ἀγαπάω agapao] you; abide in My love [noun 
ἀγάπη agape].”  John 15:7-9

•Abide in His LOVE, not in our WORKS



Jesus said, “If you keep My commandments, you 
will abide in My love [noun ἀγάπη agape]; just 
as I have kept My Father’s commandments and 
abide in His love [noun ἀγάπη agape].  These 
things I have spoken to you so that My joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be made full.” 
John 15:10-11

•A full JOY comes from a full ABIDE

• If you need more JOY, you need more ABIDE



Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God abides in him, and he in God.  We 
have come to know and have believed the 
love [noun ἀγάπη agape] which God has for 
us. God is love [noun ἀγάπη agape], and the 
one who abides in love [noun ἀγάπη agape] 
abides in God, and God abides in him. 
1 John 4:15-16



By this, love [noun ἀγάπη agape] is perfected 
with us, so that we may have confidence in the 
day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we 
in this world.  There is no fear in love [noun 
ἀγάπη agape]; but perfect love [noun ἀγάπη
agape] casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not 
perfected in love [noun ἀγάπη agape].  
1 John 4:17-18



We love [verb ἀγαπάω agapao], because 
He first loved [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] us.  
1 John 4:19

•We receive love and then we give away love.

•Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  
Ephesians 4:32



Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
[adjective ἀγαπητός agapetos] children; and walk 
in love [noun ἀγάπη agape], just as Christ also 
loved [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] you and gave 
Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 
God as a fragrant aroma.  
Ephesians 5:1-2

We receive love and then we give away love



If someone says, “I love [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] God,” 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does 
not love [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] his brother whom he 
has seen, cannot love [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] God 
whom he has not seen. 1 John 4:20

Jesus said, “Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the 
altar, and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your offering there before the altar and go; 
first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 
present your offering.”  Matthew 5:23-24



And this commandment we have from Him, that 
the one who loves [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] God 
should love [verb ἀγαπάω agapao] his brother also.  
1 John 4:21

As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and 
there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but 
speaking the truth in love [noun ἀγάπη agape], we are to grow 
up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even
Christ,  Ephesians 4:14-15



In this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.  
1 John 4:10

•We don’t earn God’s love.

•God’s agape love is a gift.


