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Barak was military general under Deborah



History of Israel Recounted in the Bible

History of Israel Dates People Recounted in
 the Bible

1. Ancestral Period 2000-1700 BC Abraham, Sarah, 
Isaac, Rebekah, 
Jacob, Joseph

Genesis 12-50

2. Sojourn in Egypt 1700-1275 BC Exodus l

3. Exodus & Wilderness 
Wanderings

1275-1235 BC Moses, Aaron, Miriam Exodus – Deuteronomy

4. Occupation & Period 
of the Judges

1235-1050 BC Joshua, Deborah, 
Gideon, Samson

Joshua, Judges, Ruth

5. United Monarchy 1050-922 BC Samuel, Saul, David, 
Nathan, Solomon 

1 Samuel  — 1 Kings 11

6. Divided Monarchy
  
A. Israel (Northern)
  

B. Judah (Southern)

922-722 BC

922-587 BC

Jeroboam I, Ahab, 
Jezebel, Elijah, Elisha
Amos, Hosea
Rehoboam, 
Hezekiah, Isaiah, 
Josiah, Jeremiah

1 Kings 12 – 2 Kings 17
Amos, Hosea

1 Kings 12—2 Kings 25
Isaiah 1-39, Zephaniah
Nahum, Jeremiah 
Habakkuk



Israel’s 
United 

Monarchy



Why did Israel have kings after 
they had been led by judges?



And it came about when [prophet] Samuel was old that he appointed his sons judges 
over Israel.  Now the name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; 
they were judging in Beersheba.  His sons, however, did not walk in his ways, but turned 
aside after dishonest gain and took bribes and perverted justice.   Then all the elders of 
Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah; and they said to him, “Behold, 
you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us 
to judge us like all the nations.”  But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel 
when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord.  The Lord 
said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for 
they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.  Like 
all the deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt 
even to this day—in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are 
doing to you also.  Now then, listen to their voice; however, you shall solemnly warn 
them and tell them of the procedure of the king who will reign over them.”  
1 Samuel 8:1-9



So Samuel spoke all the words of the Lord to the people who had asked of him a king.  He said, “This 
will be the procedure of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and place them for 
himself in his chariots and among his horsemen and they will run before his chariots.  He will 
appoint for himself commanders of thousands and of fifties, and some to do his plowing and to reap 
his harvest and to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots.  He will also take your 
daughters for perfumers and cooks and bakers.  He will take the best of your fields and your 
vineyards and your olive groves and give them to his servants.  He will take a tenth of your seed and 
of your vineyards and give to his officers and to his servants.  He will also take your male servants 
and your female servants and your best young men and your donkeys and use them for his work.  He 
will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his servants.  Then you will cry out in 
that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer 
you in that day.”  Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, 
“No, but there shall be a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may 
judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”  Now after Samuel had heard all the words of 
the people, he repeated them in the Lord’s hearing.  The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice 
and appoint them a king.” So Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”  
1 Samuel 8:10-22



Saul





Now there was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the son of 
Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah, the son of a Benjamite, a mighty man of 
valor.  He had a son whose name was Saul, a choice and handsome man, and there was 
not a more handsome person than he among the sons of Israel; from his shoulders and 
up he was taller than any of the people.  Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were 
lost. So Kish said to his son Saul, “Take now with you one of the servants, and arise, go 
search for the donkeys.”  He passed through the hill country of Ephraim and passed 
through the land of Shalishah, but they did not find them. Then they passed through the 
land of Shaalim, but they were not there. Then he passed through the land of the 
Benjamites, but they did not find them.  When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said 
to his servant who was with him, “Come, and let us return, or else my father will cease 
to be concerned about the donkeys and will become anxious for us.”  He said to him, 
“Behold now, there is a man of God in this city, and the man is held in honor; all that he 
says surely comes true. Now let us go there, perhaps he can tell us about our journey on 
which we have set out.” 1 Samuel 9:1-6



Then Saul said to his servant, “But behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man? For the 
bread is gone from our sack and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do 
we have?”  The servant answered Saul again and said, “Behold, I have in my hand a fourth 
of a shekel of silver; I will give it to the man of God and he will tell us our way.”  (Formerly in 
Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he used to say, “Come, and let us go to the 
seer”; for he who is called a prophet now was formerly called a seer.)  Then Saul said to his 
servant, “Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of God was.  
As they went up the slope to the city, they found young women going out to draw water 
and said to them, “Is the seer here?”  They answered them and said, “He is; see, he is 
ahead of you. Hurry now, for he has come into the city today, for the people have a sacrifice 
on the high place today.  As soon as you enter the city you will find him before he goes up 
to the high place to eat, for the people will not eat until he comes, because he must bless 
the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now therefore, go up for you will 
find him at once.”  So they went up to the city. As they came into the city, behold, Samuel 
was coming out toward them to go up to the high place.  1 Samuel 9:7-14



Now a day before Saul’s coming, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel saying, “About 
this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall 
anoint him to be prince over My people Israel; and he will deliver My people from the 
hand of the Philistines. For I have regarded My people, because their cry has come to 
Me.”  When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him, “Behold, the man of whom I spoke 
to you! This one shall rule over My people.”  Then Saul approached Samuel in the gate 
and said, “Please tell me where the seer’s house is.”  Samuel answered Saul and said, “I 
am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for you shall eat with me today; and in 
the morning I will let you go, and will tell you all that is on your mind.  As for your 
donkeys which were lost three days ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have 
been found. And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all 
your father’s household?”  Saul replied, “Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the 
tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why 
then do you speak to me in this way?” 1 Samuel 9:15-21



Then Samuel took Saul and his servant and brought them into the hall and gave 
them a place at the head of those who were invited, who were about thirty men.  
Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion that I gave you, concerning which I 
said to you, ‘Set it aside.’ ”  Then the cook took up the leg with what was on it and 
set it before Saul. And Samuel said, “Here is what has been reserved! Set it before 
you and eat, because it has been kept for you until the appointed time, since I 
said I have invited the people.” So Saul ate with Samuel that day.  When they 
came down from the high place into the city, Samuel spoke with Saul on the roof.  
And they arose early; and at daybreak Samuel called to Saul on the roof, saying, 
“Get up, that I may send you away.” So Saul arose, and both he and Samuel went 
out into the street.  As they were going down to the edge of the city, Samuel said 
to Saul, “Say to the servant that he might go ahead of us and pass on, but you 
remain standing now, that I may proclaim the word of God to you.”  
1 Samuel 9:22-27



Then Samuel took the flask of oil, poured it on his head, kissed him and said, “Has not the Lord 
anointed you a ruler over His inheritance?  When you go from me today, then you will find two men 
close to Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, ‘The donkeys 
which you went to look for have been found. Now behold, your father has ceased to be concerned 
about the donkeys and is anxious for you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?” ’  Then you will go on 
further from there, and you will come as far as the oak of Tabor, and there three men going up to God 
at Bethel will meet you, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and 
another carrying a jug of wine; and they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you will 
accept from their hand.  Afterward you will come to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is; and 
it shall be as soon as you have come there to the city, that you will meet a group of prophets coming 
down from the high place with harp, tambourine, flute, and a lyre before them, and they will be 
prophesying.  Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you mightily, and you shall prophesy with them 
and be changed into another man.  It shall be when these signs come to you, do for yourself what the 
occasion requires, for God is with you.  And you shall go down before me to Gilgal; and behold, I will 
come down to you to offer burnt offerings and sacrifice peace offerings. You shall wait seven days until I 
come to you and show you what you should do.”  1 Samuel 10:1-8



Then it happened when he turned his back to leave Samuel, God changed his 
heart; and all those signs came about on that day.  When they came to the hill 
there, behold, a group of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came upon 
him mightily, so that he prophesied among them.  It came about, when all who 
knew him previously saw that he prophesied now with the prophets, that the 
people said to one another, “What has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also 
among the prophets?”  A man there said, “Now, who is their father?” Therefore it 
became a proverb: “Is Saul also among the prophets?”  When he had finished 
prophesying, he came to the high place. Now Saul’s uncle said to him and his 
servant, “Where did you go?” And he said, “To look for the donkeys. When we 
saw that they could not be found, we went to Samuel.”  Saul’s uncle said, “Please 
tell me what Samuel said to you.”  1 Samuel 10:9-15



So Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found.” But he did not tell him about the 
matter of the kingdom which Samuel had mentioned.  Thereafter Samuel called the people together to the Lord 
at Mizpah; and he said to the sons of Israel, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I brought Israel up from Egypt, 
and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the power of all the kingdoms that were oppressing 
you.’  But you have today rejected your God, who delivers you from all your calamities and your distresses; yet you 
have said, ‘No, but set a king over us!’ Now therefore, present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by 
your clans.”  Thus Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot.  Then he 
brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its families, and the Matrite family was taken. And Saul the son of Kish was 
taken; but when they looked for him, he could not be found.  Therefore they inquired further of the Lord, “Has 
the man come here yet?” So the Lord said, “Behold, he is hiding himself by the baggage.”  So they ran and took 
him from there, and when he stood among the people, he was taller than any of the people from his shoulders 
upward.  Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen? Surely there is no one like 
him among all the people.” So all the people shouted and said, “Long live the king!” Then Samuel told the people 
the ordinances of the kingdom, and wrote them in the book and placed it before the Lord. And Samuel sent all 
the people away, each one to his house.  Saul also went to his house at Gibeah; and the valiant men whose hearts 
God had touched went with him.  But certain worthless men said, “How can this one deliver us?” And they 
despised him and did not bring him any present. But he kept silent.  1 Samuel 10:16-27



Then Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have listened to your voice in all that you said to me and I have 
appointed a king over you.  Now, here is the king walking before you, but I am old and gray, and behold my 
sons are with you. And I have walked before you from my youth even to this day.  Here I am; bear witness 
against me before the Lord and His anointed. Whose ox have I taken, or whose donkey have I taken, or 
whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes 
with it? I will restore it to you.”  They said, “You have not defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything 
from any man’s hand.”  He said to them, “The Lord is witness against you, and His anointed is witness this 
day that you have found nothing in my hand.” And they said, “He is witness.”  Then Samuel said to the 
people, “It is the Lord who appointed Moses and Aaron and who brought your fathers up from the land of 
Egypt.  So now, take your stand, that I may plead with you before the Lord concerning all the righteous acts 
of the Lord which He did for you and your fathers.  When Jacob went into Egypt and your fathers cried out to 
the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and Aaron who brought your fathers out of Egypt and settled them in 
this place.  But they forgot the Lord their God, so He sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the army 
of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought against 
them.  They cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned because we have forsaken the Lord and have 
served the Baals and the Ashtaroth; but now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve 
You.’  Then the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Bedan and Jephthah and Samuel, and delivered you from the hands 
of your enemies all around, so that you lived in security.”  1 Samuel 12:1-11



“When you saw that Nahash the king of the sons of Ammon came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king 
shall reign over us,’ although the Lord your God was your king.  Now therefore, here is the king whom you have 
chosen, whom you have asked for, and behold, the Lord has set a king over you.  If you will fear the Lord and serve 
Him, and listen to His voice and not rebel against the command of the Lord, then both you and also the king who 
reigns over you will follow the Lord your God.  If you will not listen to the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the 
command of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you, as it was against your fathers. Even now, 
take your stand and see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes.  Is it not the wheat harvest 
today? I will call to the Lord, that He may send thunder and rain. Then you will know and see that your 
wickedness is great which you have done in the sight of the Lord by asking for yourselves a king.”  So Samuel 
called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day; and all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel.  Then all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, so that we may not die, 
for we have added to all our sins this evil by asking for ourselves a king.”  Samuel said to the people, “Do not fear. 
You have committed all this evil, yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your 
heart.  You must not turn aside, for then you would go after futile things which can not profit or deliver, because 
they are futile.  For the Lord will not abandon His people on account of His great name, because the Lord has 
been pleased to make you a people for Himself.  Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against 
the Lord by ceasing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the good and right way.  Only fear the Lord and serve 
Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.  But if you still do wickedly, 
both you and your king will be swept away.”  1 Samuel 12:12-25



Saul was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty two years over Israel. Now Saul 
chose for himself 3,000 men of Israel, of which 2,000 were with Saul in Michmash and in the hill 
country of Bethel, while 1,000 were with Jonathan at Gibeah of Benjamin. But he sent away the rest of 
the people, each to his tent.  Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the 
Philistines heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet throughout the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear.”  
All Israel heard the news that Saul had smitten the garrison of the Philistines, and also that Israel had 
become odious to the Philistines. The people were then summoned to Saul at Gilgal.  Now the 
Philistines assembled to fight with Israel, 30,000 chariots and 6,000 horsemen, and people like the sand 
which is on the seashore in abundance; and they came up and camped in Michmash, east of Beth-aven.  
When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait (for the people were hard-pressed), then the 
people hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in cliffs, in cellars, and in pits.  Also some of the Hebrews 
crossed the Jordan into the land of Gad and Gilead. But as for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the 
people followed him trembling.  Now he waited seven days, according to the appointed time set by 
Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattering from him.  So Saul said, 
“Bring to me the burnt offering and the peace offerings.” And he (a king, not a priest) offered the burnt 
offering.  As soon as he finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to 
meet him and to greet him.  1 Samuel 13:1-10



But Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, “Because I saw that the people were scattering from me, 
and that you did not come within the appointed days, and that the Philistines were assembling at Michmash, 
therefore I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not asked the favor of the 
Lord.’ So I forced myself and offered the burnt offering.”  Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted foolishly; you have 
not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you, for now the Lord would have 
established your kingdom over Israel forever.  But now your kingdom shall not endure. The Lord has sought out 
for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have 
not kept what the Lord commanded you.”  Then Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin. 
And Saul numbered the people who were present with him, about six hundred men.  Now Saul and his son 
Jonathan and the people who were present with them were staying in Geba of Benjamin while the Philistines 
camped at Michmash.  And the raiders came from the camp of the Philistines in three companies: one company 
turned toward Ophrah, to the land of Shual, and another company turned toward Beth-horon, and another 
company turned toward the border which overlooks the valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness.  Now no 
blacksmith could be found in all the land of Israel, for the Philistines said, “Otherwise the Hebrews will make 
swords or spears.”  So all Israel went down to the Philistines, each to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his axe, 
and his hoe.  The charge was two-thirds of a shekel for the plowshares, the mattocks, the forks, and the axes, and 
to fix the hoes.  So it came about on the day of battle that neither sword nor spear was found in the hands of any 
of the people who were with Saul and Jonathan, but they were found with Saul and his son Jonathan.  And the 
garrison of the Philistines went out to the pass of Michmash.  1 Samuel 13:11-23



Then Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you as king over His people, over 
Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘I will 
punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while he 
was coming up from Egypt.  Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and 
do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, 
camel and donkey.’ ”  Then Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, 
200,000 foot soldiers and 10,000 men of Judah.  Saul came to the city of Amalek and set an 
ambush in the valley.  Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart, go down from among the 
Amalekites, so that I do not destroy you with them; for you showed kindness to all the sons of 
Israel when they came up from Egypt.” So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites.  
So Saul defeated the Amalekites, from Havilah as you go to Shur, which is east of Egypt.  He 
captured Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the 
edge of the sword.  But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, 
the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly; 
but everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed. 1 Samuel 15:1-9



Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back 
from following Me and has not carried out My commands.” And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the Lord 
all night.  Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul; and it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul came to Carmel, 
and behold, he set up a monument for himself, then turned and proceeded on down to Gilgal.”  Samuel came to 
Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the Lord! I have carried out the command of the Lord.”  But Samuel 
said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?”  Saul said, 
“They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and oxen, to sacrifice 
to the Lord your God; but the rest we have utterly destroyed.”  Then Samuel said to Saul, “Wait, and let me tell you 
what the Lord said to me last night.” And he said to him, “Speak!”  Samuel said, “Is it not true, though you were 
little in your own eyes, you were made the head of the tribes of Israel? And the Lord anointed you king over Israel, 
and the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against 
them until they are exterminated.’  Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord, but rushed upon the spoil 
and did what was evil in the sight of the Lord?”  Then Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the voice of the Lord, and 
went on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and have brought back Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites.  But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest of the things 
devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”  Samuel said, “Has the Lord as much delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
heed than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you from being king.” 1 Samuel 15:10-23



Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; I have indeed transgressed the command of the Lord 
and your words, because I feared the people and listened to their voice.  Now therefore, please 
pardon my sin and return with me, that I may worship the Lord.”  But Samuel said to Saul, “I will 
not return with you; for you have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you 
from being king over Israel.”  As Samuel turned to go, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it 
tore.  So Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has 
given it to your neighbor, who is better than you.  Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change 
His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind.”  Then he said, “I have sinned; 
but please honor me now before the elders of my people and before Israel, and go back with 
me, that I may worship the Lord your God.”  So Samuel went back following Saul, and Saul 
worshiped the Lord.  Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag, the king of the Amalekites.” And Agag 
came to him cheerfully. And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.”  But Samuel 
said, “As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among 
women.” And Samuel hewed Agag to pieces before the Lord at Gilgal.  Then Samuel went to 
Ramah, but Saul went up to his house at Gibeah of Saul.  Samuel did not see Saul again until 
the day of his death; for Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord regretted that He had made 
Saul king over Israel.   1 Samuel 15:24-35
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David







Now when Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, saying, “Behold, 
David is in the wilderness of Engedi.”  Then Saul took three thousand chosen men 
from all Israel and went to seek David and his men in front of the Rocks of the Wild 
Goats.  He came to the sheepfolds on the way, where there was a cave; and Saul 
went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the inner recesses 
of the cave.  The men of David said to him, “Behold, this is the day of which the Lord 
said to you, ‘Behold; I am about to give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do 
to him as it seems good to you.’ ” Then David arose and cut off the edge of Saul’s 
robe secretly.  It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him 
because he had cut off the edge of Saul’s robe.  So he said to his men, “Far be it from 
me because of the Lord that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord’s anointed, to 
stretch out my hand against him, since he is the Lord’s anointed.”  David persuaded 
his men with these words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul. And Saul 
arose, left the cave, and went on his way.  1 Samuel 24:1-7



EIN GEDI



Now afterward David arose and went out of the cave and called after Saul, saying, “My lord 
the king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the ground and 
prostrated himself.  David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of men, saying, 
‘Behold, David seeks to harm you’?  Behold, this day your eyes have seen that the Lord had 
given you today into my hand in the cave, and some said to kill you, but my eye had pity on 
you; and I said, ‘I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord’s anointed.’  
Now, my father, see! Indeed, see the edge of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the 
edge of your robe and did not kill you, know and perceive that there is no evil or rebellion 
in my hands, and I have not sinned against you, though you are lying in wait for my life to 
take it.  May the Lord judge between you and me, and may the Lord avenge me on you; but 
my hand shall not be against you.  As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked 
comes forth wickedness’; but my hand shall not be against you.  After whom has the king of 
Israel come out? Whom are you pursuing? A dead dog, a single flea?  The Lord therefore be 
judge and decide between you and me; and may He see and plead my cause and deliver 
me from your hand.”  1 Samuel 24:8-15
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When David had finished speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is this 
your voice, my son David?” Then Saul lifted up his voice and wept.  He said 
to David, “You are more righteous than I; for you have dealt well with me, 
while I have dealt wickedly with you.  You have declared today that you have 
done good to me, that the Lord delivered me into your hand and yet you did 
not kill me.  For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away safely? 
May the Lord therefore reward you with good in return for what you have 
done to me this day.  Now, behold, I know that you will surely be king, and 
that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hand.  So now swear to 
me by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants after me and that 
you will not destroy my name from my father’s household.”  David swore to 
Saul. And Saul went to his home, but David and his men went up to the 
stronghold.   1 Samuel 24:16-22



Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David; and David grew 
steadily stronger, but the house of Saul grew weaker continually.  Sons were born to David at 
Hebron: his firstborn was Amnon, by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; and his second, Chileab, by Abigail 
the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of 
Talmai, king of Geshur; and the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the 
son of Abital; and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David at Hebron.  
It came about while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David that Abner 
[cousin and general of Saul] was making himself strong in the house of Saul.  Now Saul had a 
concubine whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah; and Ish-bosheth said to Abner, “Why 
have you gone in to my father’s concubine?”  Then Abner was very angry over the words of Ish-
bosheth and said, “Am I a dog’s head that belongs to Judah? Today I show kindness to the house 
of Saul your father, to his brothers and to his friends, and have not delivered you into the hands 
of David; and yet today you charge me with a guilt concerning the woman.  May God do so to 
Abner, and more also, if as the Lord has sworn to David, I do not accomplish this for him, to 
transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and to establish the throne of David over Israel and 
over Judah, from Dan even to Beersheba.”  And he could no longer answer Abner a word, 
because he was afraid of him. 2 Samuel 3:1-11



Then Abner sent messengers to David in his place, saying, “Whose is the land? Make your 
covenant with me, and behold, my hand shall be with you to bring all Israel over to you.”  
He said, “Good! I will make a covenant with you, but I demand one thing of you, namely, 
you shall not see my face unless you first bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come to 
see me.”  So David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give me my wife 
Michal, to whom I was betrothed for a hundred foreskins of the Philistines.”  Ish-bosheth 
sent and took her from her husband, from Paltiel the son of Laish.  But her husband went 
with her, weeping as he went, and followed her as far as Bahurim. Then Abner said to 
him, “Go, return.” So he returned.  Now Abner had consultation with the elders of Israel, 
saying, “In times past you were seeking for David to be king over you. Now then, do it! For 
the Lord has spoken of David, saying, ‘By the hand of My servant David I will save My 
people Israel from the hand of the Philistines and from the hand of all their enemies.’ ”  
Abner also spoke in the hearing of Benjamin; and in addition Abner went to speak in the 
hearing of David in Hebron all that seemed good to Israel and to the whole house of 
Benjamin.  2 Samuel 3:12-19



Then Abner and twenty men with him came to David at Hebron. And David made a feast for Abner and the men who were with him.  Abner 
said to David, “Let me arise and go and gather all Israel to my lord the king, that they may make a covenant with you, and that you may be 
king over all that your soul desires.” So David sent Abner away, and he went in peace.  And behold, the servants of David and Joab [nephew 
and general of David] came from a raid and brought much spoil with them; but Abner was not with David in Hebron, for he had sent him 
away, and he had gone in peace.  When Joab and all the army that was with him arrived, they told Joab, saying, “Abner the son of Ner came 
to the king, and he has sent him away, and he has gone in peace.”  Then Joab came to the king and said, “What have you done? Behold, 
Abner came to you; why then have you sent him away and he is already gone?  You know Abner the son of Ner, that he came to deceive you 
and to learn of your going out and coming in and to find out all that you are doing.” When Joab came out from David, he sent messengers 
after Abner, and they brought him back from the well of Sirah; but David did not know it.  So when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him 
aside into the middle of the gate to speak with him privately, and there he struck him in the belly so that he died on account of the blood of 
Asahel his brother.  Afterward when David heard it, he said, “I and my kingdom are innocent before the Lord forever of the blood of Abner 
the son of Ner.  May it fall on the head of Joab and on all his father’s house; and may there not fail from the house of Joab one who has a 
discharge, or who is a leper, or who takes hold of a distaff, or who falls by the sword, or who lacks bread.”  So Joab and Abishai his brother 
killed Abner because he had put their brother Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon.  Then David said to Joab and to all the people who 
were with him, “Tear your clothes and gird on sackcloth and lament before Abner.” And King David walked behind the bier.  Thus they buried 
Abner in Hebron; and the king lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people wept.  The king chanted a lament for 
Abner and said, “Should Abner die as a fool dies?  Your hands were not bound, nor your feet put in fetters; as one falls before the wicked, 
you have fallen.”  And all the people wept again over him.  Then all the people came to persuade David to eat bread while it was still day; but 
David vowed, saying, “May God do so to me, and more also, if I taste bread or anything else before the sun goes down.”  Now all the people 
took note of it, and it pleased them, just as everything the king did pleased all the people.  So all the people and all Israel understood that 
day that it had not been the will of the king to put Abner the son of Ner to death.  Then the king said to his servants, “Do you not know that 
a prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel?  I am weak today, though anointed king; and these men the sons of Zeruiah are too 
difficult for me. May the Lord repay the evildoer according to his evil.”   2 Samuel 3:20-30



Then Abner and twenty men with him came to David at Hebron. And David made a feast for Abner and the men who were with him.  Abner 
said to David, “Let me arise and go and gather all Israel to my lord the king, that they may make a covenant with you, and that you may be 
king over all that your soul desires.” So David sent Abner away, and he went in peace.  And behold, the servants of David and Joab [nephew 
and general of David] came from a raid and brought much spoil with them; but Abner was not with David in Hebron, for he had sent him 
away, and he had gone in peace.  When Joab and all the army that was with him arrived, they told Joab, saying, “Abner the son of Ner came 
to the king, and he has sent him away, and he has gone in peace.”  Then Joab came to the king and said, “What have you done? Behold, 
Abner came to you; why then have you sent him away and he is already gone?  You know Abner the son of Ner, that he came to deceive you 
and to learn of your going out and coming in and to find out all that you are doing.” When Joab came out from David, he sent messengers 
after Abner, and they brought him back from the well of Sirah; but David did not know it.  So when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him 
aside into the middle of the gate to speak with him privately, and there he struck him in the belly so that he died on account of the blood of 
Asahel his brother.  Afterward when David heard it, he said, “I and my kingdom are innocent before the Lord forever of the blood of Abner 
the son of Ner.  May it fall on the head of Joab and on all his father’s house; and may there not fail from the house of Joab one who has a 
discharge, or who is a leper, or who takes hold of a distaff, or who falls by the sword, or who lacks bread.”  So Joab and Abishai his brother 
killed Abner because he had put their brother Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon.  Then David said to Joab and to all the people who 
were with him, “Tear your clothes and gird on sackcloth and lament before Abner.” And King David walked behind the bier.  Thus they buried 
Abner in Hebron; and the king lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people wept.  The king chanted a lament for 
Abner and said, “Should Abner die as a fool dies?  Your hands were not bound, nor your feet put in fetters; as one falls before the wicked, 
you have fallen.”  And all the people wept again over him.  Then all the people came to persuade David to eat bread while it was still day; but 
David vowed, saying, “May God do so to me, and more also, if I taste bread or anything else before the sun goes down.”  Now all the people 
took note of it, and it pleased them, just as everything the king did pleased all the people.  So all the people and all Israel understood that 
day that it had not been the will of the king to put Abner the son of Ner to death.  Then the king said to his servants, “Do you not know that 
a prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel?  I am weak today, though anointed king; and these men the sons of Zeruiah are too 
difficult for me. May the Lord repay the evildoer according to his evil.”   2 Samuel 3:20-39



Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and 
your flesh.  Previously, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out and in. 
And the Lord said to you, ‘You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be a ruler over 
Israel.’ ”  So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant 
with them before the Lord at Hebron; then they anointed David king over Israel.  David was 
thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years.  At Hebron he reigned over 
Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel 
and Judah.  Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants 
of the land, and they said to David, “You shall not come in here, but the blind and lame will 
turn you away”; thinking, “David cannot enter here.”  Nevertheless, David captured the 
stronghold of Zion, that is the city of David.  David said on that day, “Whoever would strike the 
Jebusites, let him reach the lame and the blind, who are hated by David’s soul, through the 
water tunnel.” Therefore they say, “The blind or the lame shall not come into the house.”  So 
David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And David built all around from the 
Millo and inward.  David became greater and greater, for the Lord God of hosts was with him. 
2 Samuel 5:1-10



Then Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David with cedar trees and carpenters and stonemasons; and 
they built a house for David.  And David realized that the Lord had established him as king over Israel, and 
that He had exalted his kingdom for the sake of His people Israel.  Meanwhile David took more concubines 
and wives from Jerusalem, after he came from Hebron; and more sons and daughters were born to David.  
Now these are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, 
Solomon, Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet.  When the Philistines heard that 
they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines went up to seek out David; and when David heard 
of it, he went down to the stronghold.  Now the Philistines came and spread themselves out in the valley of 
Rephaim.  Then David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You give them 
into my hand?” And the Lord said to David, “Go up, for I will certainly give the Philistines into your hand.”  So 
David came to Baal-perazim and defeated them there; and he said, “The Lord has broken through my 
enemies before me like the breakthrough of waters.” Therefore he named that place Baal-perazim.  They 
abandoned their idols there, so David and his men carried them away.  Now the Philistines came up once 
again and spread themselves out in the valley of Rephaim.  When David inquired of the Lord, He said, “You 
shall not go directly up; circle around behind them and come at them in front of the balsam trees. It shall be, 
when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then you shall act promptly, for then 
the Lord will have gone out before you to strike the army of the Philistines.”  Then David did so, just as the 
Lord had commanded him, and struck down the Philistines from Geba as far as Gezer.  2 Samuel 5:11-25
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Now King David was old, advanced in age; and they covered him with clothes, but he could not keep warm. So his servants said to him, “Let 
them seek a young virgin for my lord the king, and let her attend the king and become his nurse; and let her lie in your bosom, that my lord 
the king may keep warm.”  So they searched for a beautiful girl throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and 
brought her to the king.  The girl was very beautiful; and she became the king’s nurse and served him, but the king did not cohabit with her.  
Now Adonijah the son of Haggith [and David] exalted himself, saying, “I will be king.” So he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen with 
fifty men to run before him.  His father had never crossed him at any time by asking, “Why have you done so?” And he was also a very 
handsome man, and he was born after Absalom.  He had conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest; and following 
Adonijah they helped him.  But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who 
belonged to David, were not with Adonijah.  Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which is beside En-
rogel; and he invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah, the king’s servants.  But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, 
Benaiah, the mighty men, and Solomon his brother.  Then Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, “Have you not heard 
that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king, and David our lord does not know it?  So now come, please let me give you counsel and 
save your life and the life of your son Solomon.  Go at once to King David and say to him, ‘Have you not, my lord, O king, sworn to your 
maidservant, saying, “Surely Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my throne”? Why then has Adonijah become king?’  
Behold, while you are still there speaking with the king, I will come in after you and confirm your words.”  So Bathsheba went in to the king in 
the bedroom. Now the king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was ministering to the king.  Then Bathsheba bowed and prostrated 
herself before the king. And the king said, “What do you wish?”  She said to him, “My lord, you swore to your maidservant by the Lord your 
God, saying, ‘Surely your son Solomon shall be king after me and he shall sit on my throne.’  Now, behold, Adonijah is king; and now, my lord 
the king, you do not know it.  He has sacrificed oxen and fatlings and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the sons of the king and Abiathar 
the priest and Joab the commander of the army, but he has not invited Solomon your servant.  As for you now, my lord the king, the eyes of all 
Israel are on you, to tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.  Otherwise it will come about, as soon as my lord the 
king sleeps with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be considered offenders.” 1 Kings 1:1-21



Behold, while she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet came in.  They told the king, saying, “Here is 
Nathan the prophet.” And when he came in before the king, he prostrated himself before the king with his face to the 
ground.  Then Nathan said, “My lord the king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my 
throne’? For he has gone down today and has sacrificed oxen and fatlings and sheep in abundance, and has invited all 
the king’s sons and the commanders of the army and Abiathar the priest, and behold, they are eating and drinking 
before him; and they say, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’  But me, even me your servant, and Zadok the priest and Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada and your servant Solomon, he has not invited.  Has this thing been done by my lord the king, and 
you have not shown to your servants who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?”  Then King David said, 
“Call Bathsheba to me.” And she came into the king’s presence and stood before the king.  The king vowed and said, “As 
the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from all distress, surely as I vowed to you by the Lord the God of Israel, saying, 
‘Your son Solomon shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place’; I will indeed do so this day.”  Then 
Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground, and prostrated herself before the king and said, “May my lord King David 
live forever.”  Then King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” 
And they came into the king’s presence.  The king said to them, “Take with you the servants of your lord, and have my 
son Solomon ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon.  Let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint 
him there as king over Israel, and blow the trumpet and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’  Then you shall come up after 
him, and he shall come and sit on my throne and be king in my place; for I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel 
and Judah.”  Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said, “Amen! Thus may the Lord, the God of my lord 
the king, say. “As the Lord has been with my lord the king, so may He be with Solomon, and make his throne greater 
than the throne of my lord King David!”  1 Kings 1:22-37



So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had 
Solomon ride on King David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon.  Zadok the priest then took the horn of oil from the tent and 
anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, “Long live King Solomon!”  All the people went up 
after him, and the people were playing on flutes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth shook at their noise.  Now 
Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished eating. When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, 
he said, “Why is the city making such an uproar?”  While he was still speaking, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest 
came. Then Adonijah said, “Come in, for you are a valiant man and bring good news.”  But Jonathan replied to Adonijah, “No! 
Our lord King David has made Solomon king.  The king has also sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they have made him ride on the king’s mule.  Zadok the priest 
and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in Gihon, and they have come up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an 
uproar. This is the noise which you have heard.  Besides, Solomon has even taken his seat on the throne of the kingdom.  
Moreover, the king’s servants came to bless our lord King David, saying, ‘May your God make the name of Solomon better 
than your name and his throne greater than your throne!’ And the king bowed himself on the bed.  The king has also said 
thus, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has granted one to sit on my throne today while my own eyes see it.’ ”  Then 
all the guests of Adonijah were terrified; and they arose and each went on his way.  And Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, and 
he arose, went and took hold of the horns of the altar.  Now it was told Solomon, saying, “Behold, Adonijah is afraid of King 
Solomon, for behold, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me today that he will not 
put his servant to death with the sword.’ ”  Solomon said, “If he is a worthy man, not one of his hairs will fall to the ground; 
but if wickedness is found in him, he will die.”  So King Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he came 
and prostrated himself before King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, “Go to your house.”   1 Kings 1:38-53



As David’s time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying, “I am going the way of all the 
earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man. Keep the charge of the Lord your God, to walk in 
His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to 
what is written in the Law of Moses, that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn, so 
that the Lord may carry out His promise which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons are 
careful of their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, dyou shall 
not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’  Now you also know what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, 
what he did to the two commanders of the armies of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner, and to Amasa the 
son of Jether, whom he killed; he also shed the blood of war in peace. And he put the blood of war on 
his belt about his waist, and on his sandals on his feet.  So act according to your wisdom, and do not let 
his gray hair go down to Sheol in peace.  But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and 
let them be among those who eat at your table; for they assisted me when I fled from Absalom your 
brother. “Behold, there is with you Shimei the son of Gera the Benjamite, of Bahurim; now it was he 
who cursed me with a violent curse on the day I went to Mahanaim. But when he came down to me at 
the Jordan, I swore to him by the Lord, saying, ‘I will not put you to death with the sword.’ “Now 
therefore, do not let him go unpunished, for you are a wise man; and you will know what you ought to 
do to him, and you will bring his gray hair down to Sheol with blood.”  1 Kings 2:1-9



Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David.  The days that David reigned over Israel were forty 
years: seven years he reigned in Hebron and thirty-three years he reigned in Jerusalem.  And Solomon sat on the 
throne of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.  Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to 
Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, “Do you come peacefully?” And he said, “Peacefully.”  Then he said, “I 
have something to say to you.” And she said, “Speak.”  So he said, “You know that the kingdom was mine and that all 
Israel expected me to be king; however, the kingdom has turned about and become my brother’s, for it was his from 
the Lord.  Now I am making one request of you; do not refuse me.” And she said to him, “Speak.”  Then he said, “Please 
speak to Solomon the king, for he will not refuse you, that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as a wife.”  
Bathsheba said, “Very well; I will speak to the king for you.”  So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for 
Adonijah. And the king arose to meet her, bowed before her, and sat on his throne; then he had a throne set for the 
king’s mother, and she sat on his right.  Then she said, “I am making one small request of you; do not refuse me.” And 
the king said to her, “Ask, my mother, for I will not refuse you.”  So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to 
Adonijah your brother as a wife.”  King Solomon answered and said to his mother, “And why are you asking Abishag the 
Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him also the kingdom—for he is my older brother—even for him, for Abiathar the 
priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah!”  Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, saying, “May God do so to me and 
more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life.  Now therefore, as the Lord lives, who has 
established me and set me on the throne of David my father and who has made me a house as He promised, surely 
Adonijah shall be put to death today.”  So King Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him so that 
he died.  1 Kings 2:10-25



Then to Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go to Anathoth to your own field, for you deserve to die; but I will not put you to death at this time, because 
you carried the ark of the Lord God before my father David, and because you were afflicted in everything with which my father was afflicted.”  So 
Solomon dismissed Abiathar from being priest to the Lord, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord, which He had spoken concerning the house of Eli in 
Shiloh.  Now the news came to Joab, for Joab had followed Adonijah, although he had not followed Absalom. And Joab fled to the tent of the Lord and 
took hold of the horns of the altar.  It was told King Solomon that Joab had fled to the tent of the Lord, and behold, he is beside the altar. Then Solomon 
sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, fall upon him.”  So Benaiah came to the tent of the Lord and said to him, “Thus the king has said, ‘Come 
out.’ ” But he said, “No, for I will die here.” And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, “Thus spoke Joab, and thus he answered me.”  The king 
said to him, “Do as he has spoken and fall upon him and bury him, that you may remove from me and from my father’s house the blood which Joab 
shed without cause.  The Lord will return his blood on his own head, because he fell upon two men more righteous and better than he and killed them 
with the sword, while my father David did not know it: Abner the son of Ner, commander of the army of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, 
commander of the army of Judah.  So shall their blood return on the head of Joab and on the head of his descendants forever; but to David and his 
descendants and his house and his throne, may there be peace from the Lord forever.”  Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and fell upon him 
and put him to death, and he was buried at his own house in the wilderness.  The king appointed Benaiah the son of Jehoiada over the army in his 
place, and the king appointed Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar.  Now the king sent and called for Shimei and said to him, “Build for yourself a 
house in Jerusalem and live there, and do not go out from there to any place.  For on the day you go out and cross over the brook Kidron, you will know 
for certain that you shall surely die; your blood shall be on your own head.”  Shimei then said to the king, “The word is good. As my lord the king has 
said, so your servant will do.” So Shimei lived in Jerusalem many days.  But it came about at the end of three years, that two of the servants of Shimei 
ran away to Achish son of Maacah, king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, “Behold, your servants are in Gath.”  Then Shimei arose and saddled his 
donkey, and went to Gath to Achish to look for his servants. And Shimei went and brought his servants from Gath.  It was told Solomon that Shimei had 
gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and had returned.  So the king sent and called for Shimei and said to him, “Did I not make you swear by the Lord and 
solemnly warn you, saying, ‘You will know for certain that on the day you depart and go anywhere, you shall surely die’? And you said to me, ‘The word 
which I have heard is good.’  “Why then have you not kept the oath of the Lord, and the command which I have laid on you?”  The king also said to 
Shimei, “You know all the evil which you acknowledge in your heart, which you did to my father David; therefore the Lord shall return your evil on your 
own head.  But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before the Lord forever.”  So the king commanded Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada, and he went out and fell upon him so that he died. Thus the kingdom was established in the hands of Solomon.  
1 Kings 2:26-46



Then Solomon formed a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s 
daughter and brought her to the city of David until he had finished building his own house and 
the house of the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem.  The people were still sacrificing on the 
high places, because there was no house built for the name of the Lord until those days.  Now 
Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except he sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places.  The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the 
great high place; Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  In Gibeon the Lord 
appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and God said, “Ask what you wish me to give you.”  
Then Solomon said, “You have shown great lovingkindness to Your servant David my father, 
according as he walked before You in truth and righteousness and uprightness of heart toward 
You; and You have reserved for him this great lovingkindness, that You have given him a son to sit 
on his throne, as it is this day.  Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king in place of 
my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  Your servant 
is in the midst of Your people which You have chosen, a great people who are too many to be 
numbered or counted.  So give Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people to 
discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours.  1 Kings 3:1-9



It was pleasing in the sight of the Lord that Solomon had asked this thing.  God 
said to him, “Because you have asked this thing and have not asked for yourself 
long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the life of 
your enemies, but have asked for yourself discernment to understand justice, 
behold, I have done according to your words. Behold, I have given you a wise 
and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor 
shall one like you arise after you.  I have also given you what you have not 
asked, both riches and honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like 
you all your days.  If you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will prolong your days.”  
Then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem 
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered burnt 
offerings and made peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 
1 Kings 3:1-15



Then two women who were harlots came to the king and stood before him.  The one woman said, “Oh, my 
lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth to a child while she was in the house.  It 
happened on the third day after I gave birth, that this woman also gave birth to a child, and we were 
together. There was no stranger with us in the house, only the two of us in the house.  This woman’s son 
died in the night, because she lay on it.  So she arose in the middle of the night and took my son from beside 
me while your maidservant slept, and laid him in her bosom, and laid her dead son in my bosom.  When I 
rose in the morning to nurse my son, behold, he was dead; but when I looked at him carefully in the 
morning, behold, he was not my son, whom I had borne.”  Then the other woman said, “No! For the living 
one is my son, and the dead one is your son.” But the first woman said, “No! For the dead one is your son, 
and the living one is my son.” Thus they spoke before the king.  Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my 
son who is living, and your son is the dead one’; and the other says, ‘No! For your son is the dead one, and 
my son is the living one.’ ”  The king said, “Get me a sword.” So they brought a sword before the king.  The 
king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one and half to the other.”  Then the woman 
whose child was the living one spoke to the king, for she was deeply stirred over her son and said, “Oh, my 
lord, give her the living child, and by no means kill him.” But the other said, “He shall be neither mine nor 
yours; divide him!”  Then the king said, “Give the first woman the living child, and by no means kill him. She 
is his mother.”  When all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had handed down, they feared the king, 
for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer justice.  1 Kings 3:16-28
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Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, 
Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the sons of 
Israel, “You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart 
away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to these in love.  He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 
hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away.  For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his 
heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David 
his father had been.  For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and after Milcom the 
detestable idol of the Ammonites.  Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not follow the 
Lord fully, as David his father had done.  Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable idol of 
Moab, on the mountain which is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable idol of the sons of Ammon.  
Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.  Now the Lord was 
angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to 
him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did 
not observe what the Lord had commanded.  So the Lord said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and 
you have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom 
from you, and will give it to your servant.  Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your father 
David, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son.  However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give 
one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.”  
1 Kings 11:1-13



Then the Lord raised up an adversary to Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was of the royal line in Edom.  
For it came about, when David was in Edom, and Joab the commander of the army had gone up to bury 
the slain, and had struck down every male in Edom (for Joab and all Israel stayed there six months, until 
he had cut off every male in Edom), that Hadad fled to Egypt, he and certain Edomites of his father’s 
servants with him, while Hadad was a young boy.  They arose from Midian and came to Paran; and they 
took men with them from Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a house 
and assigned him food and gave him land.  Now Hadad found great favor before Pharaoh, so that he 
gave him in marriage the sister of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen.  The sister of 
Tahpenes bore his son Genubath, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s house; and Genubath was in 
Pharaoh’s house among the sons of Pharaoh.  But when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his 
fathers and that Joab the commander of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Send me away, 
that I may go to my own country.”  Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what have you lacked with me, that 
behold, you are seeking to go to your own country?” And he answered, “Nothing; nevertheless you 
must surely let me go.”  God also raised up another adversary to him, Rezon the son of Eliada, who had 
fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah.  He gathered men to himself and became leader of a 
marauding band, after David slew them of Zobah; and they went to Damascus and stayed there, and 
reigned in Damascus.  So he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, along with the evil that 
Hadad did; and he abhorred Israel and reigned over Aram.  1 Kings 11:14-25



Then Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, Solomon’s servant, whose 
mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow, also rebelled against the king.  Now this was the reason 
why he rebelled against the king: Solomon built the Millo, and closed up the breach of the city 
of his father David. Now the man Jeroboam was a valiant warrior, and when Solomon saw that 
the young man was industrious, he appointed him over all the forced labor of the house of 
Joseph.  It came about at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet 
Ahijah the Shilonite found him on the road. Now Ahijah had clothed himself with a new cloak; 
and both of them were alone in the field.  Then Ahijah took hold of the new cloak which was 
on him and tore it into twelve pieces. He said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces; for 
thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon and give you ten tribes (but he will have one tribe, for the sake of My servant David 
and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel), 
because they have forsaken Me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 
Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the sons of Ammon; and they have not 
walked in My ways, doing what is right in My sight and observing My statutes and My 
ordinances, as his father David did.”  1 Kings 11:26-33



Nevertheless I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will make him ruler all 
the days of his life, for the sake of My servant David whom I chose, who observed My 
commandments and My statutes; but I will take the kingdom from his son’s hand and give it to 
you, even ten tribes. But to his son [Rehoboam] I will give one tribe [Judah], that My servant 
David may have a lamp always before Me in Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen for 
Myself to put My name.  I will take you, and you shall reign over whatever you desire, and you 
shall be king over Israel.  Then it will be, that if you listen to all that I command you and walk 
in My ways, and do what is right in My sight by observing My statutes and My 
commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you and build you an enduring 
house as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you.  Thus I will afflict the descendants of 
David for this, but not always.’ ”  Solomon sought therefore to put Jeroboam to death; but 
Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt to Shishak king of Egypt, and he was in Egypt until the death 
of Solomon.  Now the rest of the acts of Solomon and whatever he did, and his wisdom, are 
they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon?   Thus the time that Solomon reigned in 
Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried 
in the city of his father David, and his son Rehoboam reigned in his place.  1 Kings 11:34-45



Why Did Ancient Israel Split?

God, for the first 355 years the children of Israel lived in the Promised Land, was their sole King. Afterwards, the united 
Israelite kingdom had three human rulers (Saul, David and Solomon). The nation, in 930 B.C., then suddenly split into two 
distinct entities with unique ruling dynasties. What caused this historic separation of ancient Israel after being unified for 475 
years?  Surprisingly, the cause of ancient Israel splitting in two lies at the feet of King Solomon, the man blessed with 
unmatched wisdom and understanding at the start of his reign (1Kings 3:4 - 9, 2Chronicles 1:3 - 10)!
The root cause
Solomon was completely smitten and in love with foreign women (those who were not citizens in Israel). His first wife 
Naamah, married before he ascended the throne, was an Ammonite (1Kings 14:21) who gave birth to Rehoboam. His second 
wife, married soon after becoming ruler, was the daughter of Egypt's Pharaoh (1Kings 3:1). The king would ultimately mimic 
other rulers and marry a staggering number of women (700 wives, 300 concubines). It wasn't that Solomon could not afford 
countless wives, as he was ridiculously wealthy (even more so than his righteous father David). The problem was that doing so 
sinned against God (Deuteronomy 17:18). The rulers over God's people were not to multiply women to themselves (verse 17). 
Additionally, all men in Israel (including Solomon) were expressly forbidden to marry "strange" women who were idolaters or 
who did not choose to convert to worshipping the true God (as did Rahab the harlot and Ruth). This was because they would 
strongly influence their husbands to turn their hearts away from fully serving the Lord (Deuteronomy 7:1 - 4, 17:17).
The king, in order to please his many pagan wives, built various altars and "high places" for them to worship their false deities 
(1Kings 11:8, 2Kings 23:13, Nehemiah 13:26). Scripture also seems to indicate that Solomon in his old age also indulged, at 
what level is unknown, in worshipping the following pagan gods as well as the true God of Israel (1Kings 11:5 - 7, 10, 2Kings 
23:13).  https://www.biblestudy.org/maturart/why-did-ancient-israel-split.html



Why Did Ancient Israel Split?
Worshipping pagan gods
Josephus, the first century Jewish historian, also asserts Solomon not only financially supported but also worshipped the foreign gods of his wives 
(Antiquities of the Jews, Book 8, Chapter 7, Section 5). These included Ashtoreth (aka Astarte), the goddess of the Sidonians. She was a deity of sex and 
fertility that involved licentious rites and worship of the heavens. He also worshipped Chemosh, the pagan sun god of war worshipped by the Moabites. 
Lastly, Josephus contends Solomon worshipped Molech (Milcom), the evil deity of the Ammonites. One of the abominable rites of his worship was the 
sacrifice of children by burning them alive (known as "passing through the fire," see Leviticus 18:21, 20:1 - 5, 2Kings 23:10). Solomon's indulgence in 
both pagan women and idolatry angered the Lord, especially when he had appeared twice to him (1Kings 11:9 - 10). The punishment for such grievous 
and public sins was to split the ancient kingdom by tearing ten of Israel's tribes away from Solomon's ruling dynasty (1Kings 11:11, 29 - 32).
The Lord also decided, for the sake of David, that the separation would take place during the reign of Solomon's son Rehoboam (1Kings 11:11 - 13). He 
also allowed several enemies to raise up civil unrest against him (1Kings 11:14 - 37), one of which was Jeroboam.
The foolish new king
Rehoboam, at the age of 41, assumes the throne of Israel in 930 B.C. He is approached, at his coronation, by Jeroboam and a delegation of Israel's 
elders. They propose that if the king lowers the incredibly heavy tax burden on them then they would loyally serve him as they did his father. The king's 
older advisers, who counselled his father, suggested he listen to the people and lighten their tax load. The younger advisers, who grew up with 
Rehoboam, took for granted the power of the tribes to become independent if they so wished. They recommended he threaten them, like a dictator, 
with even higher taxes and harsher penalties as a means of quelling any thoughts of rebellion (1Kings 12). The king's insulting and hostile answer to the 
elders of Israel solidified their resolve to leave the unified kingdom. Ten of the tribes formed the new Kingdom of Israel with Jeroboam as its first ruler. 
Rehoboam was left ruling over Judah, the tribe of Benjamin (whose territory included the capital city of Jerusalem) and the Levites who served God.
Conclusion
Solomon, reflecting on his life, stated that not one of his 1,000 wives proved to be virtuous or a positive influence on him (Ecclesiastes 7:26 - 28). When 
it came to love, he acted anything but wise. His indulgence in foreign women led him on a path that would ultimately punish all ancient Israel by causing 
the nation to split in two and robbing his descendants of a unified throne. God used the issue of taxation to complete his punishment of the foolish king 
(1Kings 12:15, 22 - 24).   https://www.biblestudy.org/maturart/why-did-ancient-israel-split.html
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