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https://apnews.com/article/hassan-nasrallah-hezbollah-hamas-israel-cf7d6969db43e5d902580546ac4e4c22

Nasrallah praised Hamas’ Oct. 7 rampage across southern Israel. The militants 
attacked farming villages, towns and military posts, killing more than 1,400 people 
— most of them civilians — and taking hundreds of hostages back to Gaza while 
Israeli forces were slow to respond. It was “proof that Israel is weaker than a 
spider’s web” and one month into the war, it “has not been able to make any 
achievement,” Nasrallah said. He insisted that Hamas had planned the attack in 
secrecy and that Hezbollah had no part in it. “This great, large-scale operation 
was purely the result of Palestinian planning and implementation,” Nasrallah said.



https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-771576

In the speech, Nasrallah denied that 
Hamas had beheaded babies and 
claimed that there was no evidence to 
support these accusations. Mocking 
Israel, the terrorist leader said that in a 
whole month, Israel had failed to rescue 
any hostage or make any significant 
military achievement. The United States 
is responsible for this war, Nasrallah 
claimed. He also stated that the current 
war is a battle between "right and 
wrong", insisting that Israel's image of 
being a democratic champion of Human 
Rights was false.



How Many Casualties in the Terrorist Attacks?

•Population of Israel in 2023 is 9.1 million 

•At least 1,400 Israelis killed (including 345 soldiers)

•At least 5,400 wounded

•Estimated 241 hostages in Gaza (4 released, 1 rescued)

•Population of the United States in 2023 is 340 million 

•Equal proportion… 52,300 killed

•Equal proportion… 201,700 wounded 



Source: Amir Tsarfati



https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-special-forces-said-
deployed-to-help-israel-track-down-hostages-held-in-gaza/

The US has sent special forces to Israel to assist in finding hundreds of hostages held 
captive in the Gaza Strip by Hamas, a senior Pentagon official reportedly said Tuesday. 
Though the US has previously said it has sent military advisers to help Israel in its war on 
the Hamas terror group, Christopher Maier, an assistant secretary of defense, indicated 
that commandos have also been deployed, according to the report. “We’re actively helping 
the Israelis to do a number of things,” Maier said at a special operations conference in 
Washington. The comment came a day after Israel freed one of its soldiers who had been 
held by Gazan terror groups, though it was unclear what role, if any, the American 
commandos had in the rescue of Pvt. Ori Magidish, one of at least 245 people abducted 
when thousands of Hamas terrorists invaded southern Israel in a devastating October 7 
attack that also killed some 1,400 people. Most of those being held captive are civilians, 
and several hold US citizenship. Israel has vowed to destroy Hamas and free the hostages, 
while diplomats from Qatar and other countries have attempted to negotiate their release. 
Maier, who is the Pentagon’s senior special operations policy official, told the conference a 
key objective for the US personnel is to “identify hostages, including American hostages.” 
“It’s really our responsibility to do so,” he said. Maier said the US commandos have not 
been given any combat roles but were discussing with Israeli forces the situation in Gaza 
for “what is going to be a very complex fight going forward.” Though Maier would not 
reveal how many special operations forces are in Israel the NY Times cited other unnamed 
US officials as saying several dozen have been sent in the past few days. There was already 
a small team in Israel on October 7 for previously arranged training. The officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, told the newspaper that the commandos were joining FBI, 
State Department and other US hostage-recovery specialists who are working with Israeli 
counterparts. US Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin is known to be holding near daily 
discussions with Israel’s Defense Minister Yoav Gallant in which he has reportedly stressed 
that any ground incursion into Gaza must be carefully handled due to the complexity of 
fighting in a tightly populated urban area, further complicated by the networks of tunnels 
Hamas has dug under the Strip to hide and moves its forces. “We will work with them as 
much as possible to help advise them on those types of activities,” Maier said. 





Be careful when you read the news



https://www.cnn.com/2014/08/18/world/meast/gaza-zoo-destroyed/index.html

August 2014

August 2010

https://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/23/world/middleeast/23gaza.html

Refugee camp??
Jabalia, Gaza has a shopping mall and a zoo!



https://www.cnbc.com/2023/10/31/israel-hamas-war-live-updates-
latest-news-on-gaza-conflict.html

An IDF spokesperson 
said the Israeli military 
killed senior Hamas 
commander Ibrahim 
Biari, one of the 
architects of the Oct. 7 
terror attack, during 
the deadly strike.



Reality

Q: Are there innocent civilians in Gaza who are 
suffering?

A: Yes.

The responsibility for that suffering lies with only 
one side of this conflict… Hamas and the other 
Muslim terrorist groups directed by Iran.



"If the Arabs put down their guns there 
would be no more fighting. If the Israelis put 
down theirs there would be no more Israel." 
— Golda Meir 

*Former Prime 
Minister of Israel 
(1969-1974)



Psalm 91



He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 
High will abide in the shadow of the 
Almighty.  Psalm 91:1

*dwell  יָשׁוּב yashab
*abide  לִין loon
*Our calling is NOT to experience life as a 
drive-by, occasional relationship with God



I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my 
fortress, My God, in whom I trust!”  
Psalm 91:2

People around the world now are looking for a 
place of refuge.  People are looking for leaders 
they can trust.  People are looking for a spiritual 
residence, not a religious place to visit occasionally.



What you call God signifies 
your relationship with Him

•Most High El-yown עֶלְיׄון

•Almighty Shaddai י דַׁ שַׁׁ

•Lord Yahweh יְהוִה

•Refuge Mah-seh חְסֶה מַׁ [shelter]

•Fortress Mat-so-dah מְצֹודָה [stronghold]

•God Elohim אֱלֹהִים



Video - IDF soldiers preparing for battle 



For it is He who delivers you from the 
snare of the trapper and from the deadly 
pestilence. Psalm 91:3

Watch out for the snare… 

Do we believe the lies?



https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-771741



“Israel is making more effort 
to try to save Palestinian lives 
than Hamas is.” 
– Israeli Ambassador Mark Regev 



https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-
771630?utm_source=jpost.app.apple&utm_medium=share

A White House official said on Saturday that the evacuation of 
the wounded and foreign citizens from Gaza was delayed 
because Hamas had tried to take some of its wounded 
fighters through the Rafah crossing to Egypt for treatment, 
Hebrew media sourced the official as saying. "A third of the 
people who were on the list that Hamas submitted turned out 
to be Hamas fighters," said the official. The official added that 
the administration is talking about a "humanitarian truce" and 
not a ceasefire, and claimed that it is impossible to talk about 
it "when a terrorist organization murders 1,400 people, 
kidnaps civilians, and hides in tunnels.“ President Biden's visit 
to Israel and a conversation with Egyptian President El-Sisi led 
to the beginning of the arrival of humanitarian aid, about 100 
trucks a day, N12 reported, and he says that "they are working 
on it to increase.“ The conversation with the Egyptian 
president acknowledged that there are still foreign citizens in 
Gaza who have difficulty leaving the region. "Yesterday foreign 
nationals were allowed to leave Gaza but Hamas didn't allow 
them. There are approximately 6,000 foreign nationals and 
1,000 Americans and their families who cannot leave because 
of Hamas," N12 reported him as saying.



https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/04/us/protests-israels-gaza.html

https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/04/us/washington-dc-ceasefire-
protests-palestine/index.html





https://www.wsj.com/articles/antisemitism-is-rising-at-colleges-
and-jewish-students-are-facing-growing-hostility-11671027820

https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/02/business/law-firms-
antisemitism-universities/index.html



https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/article-771619

Israeli forces hit an ambulance that was in 
control and use of Hamas terrorists, the 
IDF said on Friday evening. In a post on X, 
the Israeli military said that an aircraft 
struck the ambulance, killing several 
Hamas terrorists inside. It said a number 
of Hamas terrorists were killed in the 
strike and said it had information that 
Hamas used ambulances to transport 
terrorists and weapons. Israel says 
that Hamas concealed command 
centers and tunnel entrances in al-Shifa
hospital, and ordered all civilians to leave 
the north of Gaza last month and its 
military encircled the area on Thursday.



He will cover you with His pinions 
(wings), and under His wings you may 
seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield 
and bulwark.  Psalm 91:4

Pinion אֶבְרָה ʾebrah… outer part of a bird's wing including 
flight feathers

Divine protection is our prayer during terrorist attacks



You will not be afraid of the terror by 
night, or of the arrow that flies by 
day; of the pestilence that stalks in 
darkness, or of the destruction that 
lays waste at noon.  Psalm 91:5-6



How many rockets have been fired at Israel?

https://apnews.com/article/iron-dome-missile-defense-israel-palestinians-rockets-hamas-f57508d0e53945d1071d4582fcdae8d2

Hamas has fired an estimated 
8,000 rockets toward Israel, 
according to the Israeli military. 
That is more than any of the 
previous four war fought 
between Israel and Hamas 
since the militant group seized 
power in Gaza in 2007.



21 November 2012
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-20394242

How the 
Iron 

Dome 
works

*Each interceptor missile  
costs about $80,000.



The Arrow (Hetz חֵץ ) is a family of anti-
ballistic missiles designed to fulfill an Israeli 
requirement for a missile defense system that 
would be more effective against ballistic 
missiles than the MIM-104 Patriot surface-to-
air missile. (Wikipedia)

David's Sling ( קלע דוד Kela David) is an Israel 
Defense Forces military system jointly developed 
by Israeli defense contractor Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems and the American defense 
contractor Raytheon, designed to intercept enemy 
planes, drones, tactical ballistic missiles, medium-
to long-range rockets and cruise missiles, fired at 
ranges from 25 to 190 miles. (Wikipedia) 



https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-771708

You will not be afraid of the terror 
by night, or of the arrow that flies 
by day;  Psalm 91:5



A thousand may fall at your side and 
ten thousand at your right hand, but it 
shall not approach you.  Psalm 91:7

*We are living in the days of spiritual warfare



You will only look on with your eyes and 
see the recompense of the wicked
רָשָׁע] rasha]. Psalm 91:8

The Lord keeps all who love Him, but all the 
wicked [רָשָׁע rasha] He will destroy.  

Psalm 145:20



https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-news/article-771208

Israel's Shin Bet released footage on Wednesday of a Hamas terrorist describing 
his actions in the south of Israel during the October 7 massacre. "The mission was 
simply to kill," said Hamas operative Omar Abu Rusha. "We weren't supposed to 
kidnap. Just kill.“ He specified: "[We were told] to kill every person we see and 
come back.“ The interviewer asked if he was told to make any distinction between 
men, women, and children. He said he was not. Abu Rusha was then asked what 
the goal of the attack was and why he was instructed to kill indiscriminately.
"They told us that all the settlers were soldiers, there were soldiers. Kill every 
single one you see.“His superiors told him that even the women were 
soldiers. "They told you to kill everyone? The women and the children?" asked 
the interviewer. "Yes.“ Abu Rusha was among the terrorists who pillaged Kibbutz 
Kfar Azza. "We got to Kfar Azza. We were inside a jeep. [Our guide] opened the 
fence on the border of Kfar Azza using an explosive device.“ "We went to the first 
house. There was nobody there. Hamzeh A-Zarad burned the exterior room. 
Afterwards, someone came out towards the garden in the back with a water 
hose. [Members of our team] saw him, shot him, and killed him. That's the first 
thing that happened.“ "Afterward, we went to the second house. We fired at the 
windows and broke all the glass. We got to the house, checked it, didn't find any 
people inside. I set fire to the bedroom.“ "We went to the third house. There was 
a woman inside. Hamzeh killed her. He shot her.“ Abu Rusha reported that his 
team examined another empty house and moved onto a fifth, which they stayed 
in for about ninety minutes. "Then three settlers came in our direction," he said. 
There was an exchange of fire during which Abu Rusha killed one person and his 
comrades threw grenades. "After that, the shooting stopped.“ They they went out 
into the orchards and hid in the trees for nearly two hours. They entered another 
house through the window. "We checked the house and heard the sounds of 
young children in the safe room. We shot at the safe room.“ He said that he and 
his comrades kept shooting until they heard no more noise. Soon afterward, they 
surrendered and turned themselves in. Following Abu Rusha's account, the 
interviewer asked: "Is killing children permitted in Islam?“ "No," he replied.



https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/article-771199

"Israel is a country that has no place on our land," Hamas 
official Ghazi Hamad told Lebanese news outlet LBCI news this 
week, according to a report and translation from the Middle 
East Media Research Institute released on Wednesday. "We 
must remove that country," he continued. "We must teach 
Israel a lesson, and we will do this again and again. The Al-Aqsa 
Flood is just the first time, and there will be a second, a third, a 
fourth. Because we have the determination...to fight.“ Hamad 
continued, talking about the civilian price of the attack that has 
been paid on both sides of the war. He expressed that 
the killings at the Re'im music festival were the result of 
"complications on the ground.“ "Will we have to pay a price? 
Yes, and we are ready to pay it. We are called a nation of martyr 
and we are proud to sacrifice martyrs.“ He also said: "The 
existence of Israel is what causes all that pain, blood, and tears. 
It's Israel, not us. We are the victims of the occupation. Full 
stop. "Nobody should blame us. On October 7, October 10, 
October one million - everything we do is justified.“ Last week, 
Hamad stormed out of an interview with the BBC after he was 
asked about the terrorist group’s massacre of civilians in Israel 
on October 7. During the interview, Hamad reiterated claims 
made starting a few days after the massacre that Hamas did not 
intend to kill any civilians during its assault.



https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-771522

Since the horrific events of October 7, several websites have been built to consolidate information 
and educate the global population on the details of Hamas's brutal attack. Israel's official X account 
recently shared www.hamas-massacre.net, a site with dozens of gruesome photos and videos of the 
slaughter. The site itself appears to still be under construction but can be navigated 
effectively. Users can see testimony from social media, showing the carnage left in the wake of the 
Nova Festival ("The Nova Party Massacre") and the invasions into kibbutzim ("Murdered in Their 
Home"). They can also see videos of Israelis being taken to Gaza as hostages ("Abduction to Gaza") 
and footage of Gazan rocket fire striking civilian targets ("Rockets Striking Civilians").

Another site, www.october7.org, is focused on the firsthand testimony of the survivors. Entitled 
"Eyewitness stories from inside the massacre," the site aims to "[stand] as a testament to the 
unwavering spirit of the survivors who [bore] witness to the unspeakable terrors of October 7th, 
horrors that continue to haunt the hearts and minds of countless souls across the land of Israel.“ The 
site was built by Israeli volunteers who felt moved to create a universally accessible database of the 
memories of October 7. As of Friday, the site has 118 stories which its creators say are "authentic 
and unedited." They are in English and some are translated into Spanish and French. Some are from 
the Nova Festival, others are from residents of the kibbutzim that were pillaged. Yael, the only 
lookout soldier stationed at Nachal Oz who survived the massacre, also posted her story there. The 
stories, according to the site's own warning, describe "war crimes involving violence, rape, and 
brutality.“

The interactive site www.oct7map.com, in which users can see a visual representation of each 
murdered and kidnapped person from October 7 accompanied by an explanation of the day's 
events. Per the website's own explanation, visitors are encouraged use it to "visit the different sites, 
listen to the facts, and witness the horrors.“ Users can flip through different parts of the interactive 
map, beginning with Re'im, moving onto Be'eri, Kfar Aza, Netiv HaAssara, Ofakim, Nir Oz, Nirim, 
Sderot, the Re'im army base, the Nahal Oz army base, and finally the hostage situation in Be'eri. At 
each stage, the site zooms in on the relevant place on the map which is littered with red dots 
signifying murders. Some also have black dots signifying those who were kidnapped and grey for 
missing or injured. Each dot has a name next to it. There is also a short explanation on the side of 
the page for each event and a tally of the total murdered, kidnapped, missing, and injured. 
oct7map.com uses several sources to piece together its information, including october7.org, AP 
News, the National Review, Reuters, Wikipedia, Times of Israel, and ZAKA Search and Rescue. All of 
these websites continue to add information daily as more people come forward with testimony and 
more information comes out about the whereabouts of still-missing people.

https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-771396


For you have made the Lord, my refuge, 
even the Most High, your dwelling place.  
Psalm 91:9

*Where do I turn when I am afraid?

*Where do I turn when I am in danger?



No evil will befall you, nor will 
any plague come near your tent.  
Psalm 91:10

*During COVID, we prayed that no plague of a 
disease would come near our homes.

*Now we pray that no plague of evil and 
wickedness would come near our homes.



For He will give His angels charge 
concerning you, to guard you in all your 
ways. Psalm 91:11

*Have you ever prayed that God would send 
“guardian angels” to protect your loved ones?

*Pray that today and every day.



They will bear you up in their hands, that you 
do not strike your foot against a stone.  You 
will tread upon the lion [a strong enemy] and 
cobra [a deceptive enemy], the young lion 
and the serpent you will trample down.  
Psalm 91:12-13

The people of God are not alone during these days!



Cobras… deceptive enemies

- Amir Tsarfati



The psalmist knows that the Lord says…

“Because he has loved Me, 
therefore I will deliver him; I will 
set him securely on high, because 
he has known My name.” 
Psalm 91:14



The Lord says…

“He will call upon Me, and I will 
answer him; I will be with him in 
trouble; I will rescue him and honor 
him.” Psalm 91:15

•We are promised God’s protection IN trouble, 
not FROM trouble



The Lord says…

“With a long life I will satisfy him and 
let him see My salvation [יְשׁוּעָה
yeshua] .” Psalm 91:16

*All the kinds of danger mentioned in this song are 
ineffective against one who rests in the shadow of the 
Almighty.   Source: Bible Knowledge Commentary



• For followers of Jesus watching the tragic news, what will we say?

• For followers of Jesus who know and believe God’s Word, how can 
we discern truth from lies?

• For followers of Jesus who recognize light and darkness, where 
will we stand?

• For followers of Jesus who understand God’s covenant, what will 
we pray?

• For followers of Jesus, now is the time to make a choice.

Now is the Time to Make a Choice



Let’s pray Psalm 20 together

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the 
God of Jacob set you securely on high! May He send you help from the 
sanctuary and support you from Zion! May He remember all your meal 
offerings and find your burnt offering acceptable! May He grant you 
your heart’s desire and fulfill all your counsel! We will sing for joy over 
your victory, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners. 
May the Lord fulfill all your petitions. Now I know that the Lord saves 
His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving 
strength of His right hand. Some boast in chariots and some in horses, 
but we will boast in the name of the Lord, our God. They have bowed 
down and fallen, but we have risen and stood upright. Save, O Lord; 
may the King answer us in the day we call. 
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