
October 18, 2023



How Many Casualties in the Terrorist Attacks?

•Population of Israel in 2023 is 9.1 million 

•At least 1,400 Israelis killed (soldiers and civilians)

•At least 4,200 wounded

•Population of the United States in 2023 is 340 million 

• Equal proportion… 52,300 killed

• Equal proportion… 156,900 wounded



Texas is 32 
times larger 
than Israel





https://www.inss.org.il/publication/war-data/



Kfar Aza is a kibbutz in southern Israel. 
Located between Netivot and Sderot 
around 3 miles east of Gaza



August 2016



https://www.barrons.com/news/israeli-survivor-returns-to-scene-of-hamas-kibbutz-massacre-b1d52381



https://www.jns.org/death-destruction-debris-mark-borderline-kibbutz-communities-near-gaza/



The stench of death fills the air.  The signs of carnage and destruction are all around.

Ten days after Hamas terrorists from the Gaza Strip carried out the most lethal assault on Israel in the last half-century, two 
border-area Israeli communities remain the scene of the wanton horror that struck on Oct. 7, a Shabbat morning and on the 
Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, indelibly changing the face of the modern-day State of Israel forever. 

Kibbutz Kfar Aza, which means “Gaza village” in English, was previously a bucolic stretch of green in the southern desert with 
a school and a synagogue—home to about 1,000 residents. It is now a silent museum of destruction whose tableau of 
carnage is testimony to the hours-long attack that gutted this once-serene place.

An eerie silence filled the air on Tuesday, with residents now all gone, punctured only by the thunderous booms of explosions 
rocking the Gaza Strip.

Walking through the communal farm is a trial to the mind and eyes. There is a fallen paraglider and a bullet-filled half-
demolished vehicle that the terrorists used in their attack, where they stopped right outside the kibbutz kindergarten. The 
doors of many of the stucco homes have been blown from their hinges by terrorists using rocket-propelled grenades and anti-
tank missiles, while throughout the town torched cars are riddled with bullets, leading to an even worse path of destruction.

Doors and outer walls of what used to be a row of neatly kept homes of young couples are blasted wide open. Inside, 
complete and utter destruction: The blackened skeletal remains of the houses that were set afire, often to goad the residents 
out to be captured, are virtually all that remain. In others, mattresses and inner household walls spattered with blood. 
Everywhere is the omnipresent smell of death.

More horror to meet the eye: a baby’s stroller and children’s toys overturned in the courtyard; clothing strewn on the floor 
outside; plastic chairs turned upside down; burnt and blackened scooters, tractors and motorbikes laying as lifeless as the 
village itself minus the now-heavy military presence. In one house, all that remained was a picture of a smiling couple on the 
wall.



“I cannot express in words the scene of Jewish soldiers collecting the burnt bones of their own brothers and 
sisters,” said Col. Golan Vach, commander of the search-and-rescue team in a briefing to a group of foreign 
ambassadors and Israeli parliamentarians.

Vach, who has rescued people trapped around the world from earthquakes over the last two decades, including 
most recently 19 Turks after that country’s recent natural disaster, said he has never witnessed such barbarity in 
all his service. “In all my years, I have never witnessed such willful evil both to intentionally slaughter, massacre 
and humiliate,” he said. “It’s not a battlefield. It’s a massacre.”

He described young girls and boys shot in the head, girls raped—some concentrated in groups and burned.

In this kibbutz alone, about 70 people were killed in the hours-long onslaught, while others have been kidnapped 
to Gaza, according to tentative figures.

“When we say never again talking about the Holocaust, what we see here is nothing less than a genocide,” said 
Knesset member Sharren Haskel, who organized the cross-party visit of lawmakers, as well as the ambassadors 
from Chile and Paraguay; the deputy ambassador of Spain; and the Consul of the Czech Republic.

In the next block of homes, the chilling scene of destruction continues. Vach explained that the decapitated 
remains of a soldier were found in front of one of the destroyed homes with his head missing, taken by the 
terrorists as a trophy back to Gaza.

Just ahead, looking out at northern Gaza, the gate that once protected residents had been blasted open.

It was in these very fields that Ofir Libstein, mayor of the nearby Sha’ar HaNegev community, had dreamed of 
creating a joint industrial area with his Palestinian neighbors, Haskel said. On Saturday morning, he was gunned 
down outside his home—his dream and visions of peaceful relations obliterated, like his very life.



https://www.keranews.org/news/2023-10-15/this-community-is-our-community-thousands-show-up-in-dallas-to-march-for-palestinians

Thousands of people rallied 
in front of Dallas City Hall on 
Sunday to show support for 
Palestinians and to speak 
out against Israel’s military 
action in Gaza.  Some carried 
signs that read “Free 
Palestine,” “Decolonize 
Palestine” and “From The 
River To Sea Palestine Will 
Be Free.”

Before you attended this rally, 
did you read about what 

happened in Kfar Aza?



https://www.dallasnews.com/news/faith/2023/10/15/protestors-march-in-dallas-to-support-palestine-amid-israels-response-to-hamas-attack/

Organizers at the Dallas protest 
Sunday led the crowd in chants 
of “free, free, free Palestine” and 
“hey hey, ho ho, the occupation’s 
got to go,” condemning Israel’s 
occupation of the Palestinian 
territories. Many attendees held 
signs, with slogans including “The 
US is funding genocide,” “ ‘Truth 
is on the side of the oppressed’ - 
Malcolm X” and “one Holocaust 
doesn’t justify another.”



https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/10/18/remarks-by-president-biden-on-the-
october-7th-terrorist-attacks-and-the-resilience-of-the-state-of-israel-and-its-people-tel-aviv-israel/



“Thank you, Joe Biden” – quotes from the US President’s Speech in Israel on 10/18/23

• As long as the United States stands — and we will stand forever — we will not let you ever be alone.  
Most importantly, the — I know the recent terrorist assault on the people of this nation has left a 
deep, deep wound.

• More than 1,300 innocent Israelis killed, including at least 31 American citizens, by the terrorist group 
Hamas.

• Hundreds — hundreds of young people at a music festival of — the festival was for peace — for peace 
— gunned down as they ran for their lives.

• Scores of innocents — from infants to elderly grandparents, Israelis and Americans — taken hostage.  
Children slaughtered.  Babies slaughtered.  Entire families massacred.  Rape, beheadings, bodies 
burned alive.

• Hamas committed atrocities that recall the worst ravages of ISIS, unleashing pure unadulterated evil 
upon the world.  There is no rationalizing it, no excusing it.  Period.  The brutality we saw would have 
cut deep anywhere in the world, but it cuts deeper here in Israel.

• October 7th, which was a sacred to — a sacred Jewish holiday, became the deadliest day for the 
Jewish people since the Holocaust.  It has brought to the surface painful memories and scars left by a 
millennia of antisemitism and the genocide of the Jewish people.  The world watched then, it knew, 
and the world did nothing.  We will not stand by and do nothing again.  Not today, not tomorrow, not 
ever.



“Thank you, Joe Biden” – quotes from the US President’s Speech in Israel on 10/18/23

• To those who are living in limbo waiting desperately to learn the fate of loved ones, 
especially to families of the hostages: You’re not alone.  We’re working with partners 
throughout the region, pursuing every avenue to bring home those who are being held 
captive by Hamas. 

• My administration has been in close touch with your leadership from the first moments 
of this attack, and we are going to make sure we have — you have what you need to 
protect your people, to defend your nation.

• For decades, we’ve ensured Israel’s qualitative military edge.  And later this week, I’m 
going to ask the United States Congress for an unprecedented support package for Israel’s 
defense.

• We are going to keep Iron Dome fully supplied so it can continue standing sentinel over 
Israeli skies, saving Israeli lives.

• We have moved U.S. military assets to the region, including positioning the USS Ford 
carrier strike group in the Eastern Mediterranean, with the USS Eisenhower on the way, 
to deter — to defer further aggression against Israel and to prevent this conflict from 
spreading.

• The world will know that Israel is — Israel is stronger than ever.



“Please be careful, Joe Biden” – quotes from the US President’s Speech in Israel on 10/18/23

• The State of Israel was born to be a safe place for the Jewish people of the world.  That’s why it was born.  I 
have long said: If Israel didn’t exist, we would have to invent it.

• Shock, pain, rage — an all-consuming rage. I understand, and many Americans understand.  You can’t look 
at what has happened here to your mothers, your fathers, your grandparents, sons, daughters, children — 
even babies — and not scream out for justice.  Justice must be done.  But I caution this: While you feel that 
rage, don’t be consumed by it.

• And my message to any state or any other hostile actor thinking about attacking Israel remains the same as 
it was a week ago: Don’t.  Don’t.  Don’t.

• The vast majority of Palestinians are not Hamas.  Hamas does not represent the Palestinian people.

• Today, I asked the Israeli cabinet — who I met with for some time this morning — to agree to the delivery of 
lifesaving humanitarian assistance to civilians in Gaza.  Based on the understanding that there will be 
inspections and that the aid should go to civilians, not to Hamas, Israel agreed that humanitarian assistance 
can begin to move from Egypt to Gaza.

• Let me be clear: If Hamas diverts or steals the assistance, they will have demonstrated once again that they 
have no concern for the welfare of the Palestinian people and it will end.  As a practical matter, it will — it 
will stop the international community from being able to provide this aid.

• Today, I’m also announcing $100 million in new U.S. funding for humanitarian assistance in both Gaza and 
the West Bank.  This money will support more than 1 million displaced and conflict-affected Palestinians, 
including emergency needs in Gaza.



Learn to watch and read 
news carefully



https://www.cnbctv18.com/world/at-least-500-killed-in-israeli-airstrike-on-gaza-city-hospital-says-palestinian-health-ministry-18082661.htm
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https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-israel-hamas-gaza-palestinians-a85cb682fdc61b80285cf4ab354354ce



Source: New York Times

#1 #2 #3



https://www.israelnationalnews.com/flashes/617151





- Amir Tsarfati
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-says-islamic-jihad-

rocket-misfire-caused-gaza-hospital-blast/



Failed rocket launches fired from the Gaza Strip







https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/tlaib-refuses-apologize-
blaming-israel-gaza-hospital-
blast/story?id=104085727#:~:text=Democratic%20Rep.%20Ras
hida%20Tlaib%20refused,Republicans%20as%20Israel%20deni
es%20fault.



Why would the Hamas 
terrorists lie about Israel 

targeting a hospital?

1.Terrorists lie.
2.Terrorists lie to accuse Israel of 

war crimes to turn public 
opinion against Israel.

3.Terrorists lie to hide their own 
operational failures.

4.Terrorists lie to protect 
themselves.

- Amir Tsarfati



Trey’s attempted summary of this “fake news”

Muslim terrorists who constantly target civilians failed in 
their effort to kill Jewish civilians and then accused the 
Israeli army, who never targets civilians, of targeting 
civilians when it was actually their own failed attempt to 
kill Israeli civilians that killed Gazan civilians.

And the world media, when covering a story about 
targeting civilians, believes the side of the group who 
ALWAYS targets civilians instead of the group that NEVER 
targets civilians.



Terrorists’ rockets misfire and hit their own people

•Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, for what 
he deserves will be done to him.   Isaiah 3:11

•He who digs a pit will fall into it, and he who rolls a 
stone, it will come back on him.   Proverbs 26:27

•He who sows iniquity will reap vanity, and the rod of his 
fury will perish. Proverbs 22:8

•For he who does wrong will receive the consequences 
of the wrong which he has done, and that without 
partiality.  Colossians 3:25



In other news…



https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-notifies-relatives-of-199-people-that-
their-loved-ones-are-gaza-hostages/

IDF spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari said the 
military has some information on the 
whereabouts of hostages being held in Gaza.
“We are making valiant efforts to try to 
understand where the hostages are in Gaza, and 
we have such information,” Hagari said.
“We will not carry out an attack that would 
endanger our people,” he added. 
Israelis and foreign nationals — infants, children 
with special needs, octogenarians with chronic 
health issues — were dragged by terrorists into 
Gaza, with their whereabouts largely unknown 
since. While the majority are being held by 
Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad claims to be 
holding 30 hostages of its own, further 
complicating efforts to bring about their release. 
It is unknown how many of those taken are alive.



These are the 
names (in English) 

of the known 
Israeli hostages.  

Please pray for 
them.



“bring My 
people, 

the sons of 
Israel, out”  
Exodus 3:10



“bring My 
people, 

the sons of 
Israel, out”  
Exodus 3:10







“bring My people, the sons of Israel, out”  Exodus 3:10



https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-yaffa-adar-85-the-glue-of-our-family/

Yaffa Adar loved reading, writing and keeping connected. Even at 85 she 
often sent her family messages and GIFs on WhatsApp. She was active on 
Facebook, her granddaughter recalls.  Keeping in close touch online became 
especially important in recent years as she found it harder to walk beyond 
her home in Nir Oz, a kibbutz near the Gaza Strip. Amid that physical 
struggle, she kept her mind busy and knew what she wanted, her 
granddaughter said. “She loved reading,” Adva Adar recalled. “So we were 
like, “We’re going to get you a Kindle.” What did her grandmother say? “‘No, 
I like the smell of the paper in books.’”  So when Hamas’ October 7 
massacre at Nir Oz ended and no one could find Adar, her family worried. 
That concern turned to horror when video surfaced showing her being 
driven in a golf cart in Gaza, wrapped in a pink-flowered blanket. The 
footage was among the first evidence that Hamas had not only killed Israelis 
— more than 1,300, the vast majority civilians — but had dragged dozens to 
Gaza regardless of age in the most complex hostage crisis the country has 
ever faced. Some people speculated that Yaffa Adar’s unflinching demeanor 
in the video perhaps meant she didn’t understand what was happening. Not 
her family, which includes three children, eight grandchildren and seven 
great-grandkids. “She absolutely knew what was going on around her. She 
wasn’t going to panic,” her granddaughter said. What’s frightening now is 
that her grandmother doesn’t have her medication for blood pressure and 
chronic pain. “She was really the glue of our family. She loved her life,” Adva 
Adar recalls. “She liked good food and she liked good wine. She was very 
young-minded.”



Samaria



What scripture might help 
us at this time?



Psalm 3

A Psalm of David, when he 
   fled from Absalom his son. 

This psalm is set in 2 Samuel 15:13–17:24. 



O Lord, how my adversaries have increased!  
Many are rising up against me.   Psalm 3:1

* Forces of the opposition had driven him from the palace and were 
then surrounding him. – Bible Knowledge Commentary 

* King David is in the midst of unparalleled personal turmoil. Fleeing 
from his own son, Absalom, who sought his throne, David faced a 
kind of betrayal that cuts deeper than any other. The opening verses 
of Psalm 3 capture a feeling of despair and desolation. David 
acknowledges the multitudes that stand against him, who doubt his 
deliverance through God. – The Israel Bible



Many are saying of my soul, “There is no 
deliverance for him in God.” Selah.  Psalm 3:2

* Their taunt was that he had no hope of being delivered by God. This 
arrogant remark was designed to say that God had abandoned David. 
– Bible Knowledge Commentary 

* Saturday’s brutal onslaught was a betrayal of the fundamental 
principles of humanity. As the terrorists ruthlessly took innocent lives, 
the nation, much like David, felt overwhelmed, surrounded on all 
sides by hatred and violence. Just as David’s adversaries doubted his 
deliverance through God, our enemies question and test the survival 
and resilience of the Israeli people.  Yet, the psalm does not remain in 
this space of despair. It moves from lamentation to a profound 
expression of faith. – The Israel Bible



But You, O Lord, are a shield about me, My 
glory, and the One who lifts my head.  
Psalm 3:3

* The antidote to despondency is, first, to assert divine truth, 
and secondly to seek divine aid. – New Bible Commentary 

* David speaks of God as a protective shield. The mention of 
God as “He who holds my head high” is a poignant reminder 
that, even in the face of despair, his spirit remains unbroken. 
– The Israel Bible



The psalmists often spoke of God as a shield 
to depict His protection (Psalm 7:10; 18:2, 
30; 28:7; 33:20; 59:11; 84:11; 115:9–11; 
119:114; 144:2). 

“But You, O Lord, are a shield about 
me”  Psalm 3:3



I was crying to the Lord with my voice, 
and He answered me from His holy 
mountain.  Selah.  Psalm 3:4



I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the 
Lord sustains me.  Psalm 3:5

* This line not only reflects David’s trust in God amidst his 
personal crisis but also encapsulates the Israeli spirit. Despite 
the terror, life goes on. People still sleep, wake, and continue 
with their daily tasks, relying on the sustenance and 
protection of the Lord, our protective shield. – The Israel Bible



I will not be afraid of ten thousands of 
people who have set themselves against 
me round about.  Psalm 3:6

Adonai Li, Lo Ira    לאֹ אִירָא, יְהוָה לִי

The Lord is with Me, I Will Not Be Afraid



Arise, O Lord; save me, O my God!  For You 
have smitten all my enemies on the cheek; 
You have shattered the teeth of the wicked.  
Psalm 3:7

*The passionate cry of David, “Rise, O LORD! Deliver me, O my God!” is an 
invocation for divine intervention. As David sought deliverance from his 
enemies, Israel seeks deliverance from those who wish to see its destruction. 
The hope and faith in divine justice and protection are palpable in David’s 
plea. The assertion that deliverance belongs to the Lord underlines the idea 
that the ultimate justice and salvation come from a higher power. – The Israel Bible



David knew his Bible (Torah)

Then it came about when the ark set out that 

Moses said, “Rise up, O Lord!  And let Your 

enemies be scattered, and let those who hate 

You flee before You.”  Numbers 10:35 

*Our study and knowledge of God’s Word becomes 

our encouragement and strength in difficult days.



Salvation belongs to the Lord; Your blessing be 
upon Your people!  Selah.  Psalm 3:8 

Yeshua  Salvation, deliverance   יְשׁוּעָה

* The closing of the Psalm, wishing blessings upon God’s people, serves as a 
reminder of the collective spirit of the nation. It isn’t just about individual 
survival but the survival and well-being of an entire people.  In these trying 
times, Psalm 3 reminds us of the indomitable spirit of the Israeli people and 
their unwavering faith in the face of adversity. Just as David emerged from his 
trials with renewed faith and strength, Israel, too, will emerge from this crisis 
stronger, united, and with an even deeper connection to their people, their 
faith, and God. – The Israel Bible



https://www.israel365news.com/371125/our-refuge-and-our-strength/



Here we are again.  Thousands of people living in the Holy Land simply want to enjoy life but are again 
faced with the threat of death.  This week, Israelis are experiencing another in a seemingly endless 
wave of terror attacks.  Terrorist forces in the Gaza Strip have fired hundreds of rockets toward Israel, 
intended to kill and maim innocent civilians.  Sirens sound in the streets and red alert notifications 
appear on mobile phones everywhere.  Some Israelis living closest to Gaza have evacuated their homes 
while others stay vigilant as they await the next siren, knowing exactly how many seconds they have to 
reach the nearest shelter.

According to IDF reports, this round of attacks has come from only one direction, Gaza to the south, 
but lovers of Israel everywhere understand that other rounds have recently come and can come from 
Lebanon to the north, Syria to the northeast, even from Judea and Samaria in Israel’s heartland. How 
should lovers of God and lovers of Israel react to another barrage of rockets?  While the rest of the 
world either willfully ignores the attacks on Israel or ridiculously blames Israel for being attacked, what 
should believers who know the Bible do?

It is sad that a Bible study needs to be written to reassure this week’s victims of terror attacks.  It is 
even more sad that this Bible study lesson can be on standby for use during the next wave of terror 
attacks.  I would like to share with you a list of Bible verses that speak to the various fears and struggles 
that Israelis face this week.  As we read them, we see scriptures that apply to so many needs that 
people have right now… Fear, Faith, Protection, Courage, Strength, Wisdom, Judgment, Hope and many 
others.



Let’s take a walk through the scriptures, primarily in the Tanakh (Old Testament) but also a few verses from the 
Brit Hadashah (New Testament).  Not surprisingly, many of the verses below come from Tehillim (Psalms), the 
Biblical prayer book for all generations.  I invite you to breathe in the Lord’s truth as you are reminded that lovers 
of God rest on a firm spiritual foundation.

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Psalm 46:1

Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  Psalm 121:4

The Lord will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.  The Lord will guard your going out and your 
coming in from this time forth and forever.  Psalm 121:7-8

For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  Proverbs 2:6

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and 
Your staff, they comfort me.  Psalm 23:4

You will pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, for You are my strength.  Psalm 31:4

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of my 
enemies, and Your right hand will save me.  Psalm 138:7

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.  Romans 8:18

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.  Joshua 1:9



Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper 
time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  1 Peter 5:7

The Lord also will be a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble; and those who 
know Your name will put their trust in You, for You, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek 
You.  Psalm 9:9-10

Blessed be the Lord, my rock, Who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for battle; my 
lovingkindness and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield and He in whom I take 
refuge, Who subdues my people under me.  Psalm 144:1-2

But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.  2 Thessalonians 3:3

But let all who take refuge in You be glad, let them ever sing for joy; and may You shelter them, that 
those who love Your name may exult in You.  Psalm 5:11

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.  Psalm 34:19

Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who 
goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you.  Deuteronomy 31:6

“No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment 
you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,” 
declares the Lord.  Isaiah 54:17



“When you go out to battle against your enemies and see horses and chariots and people more numerous than you, do 

not be afraid of them; for the Lord your God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt, is with you.  When you are 

approaching the battle, the priest shall come near and speak to the people.  He shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel, you 

are approaching the battle against your enemies today. Do not be fainthearted. Do not be afraid, or panic, or tremble 

before them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save 

you.’”  Deuteronomy 20:1-4

You are my hiding place and my shield; I wait for Your word.  Psalm 119:114

I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.  Psalm 16:8

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you.  When you 

walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you.  Isaiah 43:2

My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; my 

savior, You save me from violence.  I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my 

enemies.  2 Samuel 22:3-4

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe.  Proverbs 18:10

You are my hiding place; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with songs of deliverance.  Psalm 32:7

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of 

this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of 

God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  Ephesians 6:12-13



Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have 
tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”  John 16:33

Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, 
surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.  Isaiah 41:10

Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy.  Though I fall I will rise; though I dwell in darkness, the Lord is a light 
for me.  Micah 7:8

I am for peace, but when I speak, they are for war.  Psalm 120:7

But You, O Lord, are a shield about me, my glory, and the One who lifts my head.  Psalm 3:3

Even as I write this article, my phone keeps buzzing with the latest red alert warnings.  Like many Christian 
lovers of Israel, every phone notification urges me to pray.  I pray for the Lord to protect innocent lives and 
stop evil.  I pray, concerned about the safety of my friends and their families.  I pray, trusting God that He 
will keep the promises from His Word that we have read today.

God’s Word is full of hope for the weary and encouragement for the fearful.  We could have listed many 
more scriptures today, but I ask you to take these thirty promises from the Bible as helpful reminders during 
Operation Shield and Arrow.  They can be sources of strength while living with sirens and alerts.  Sadly, I ask 
you to hold onto them for review during the next operation, hoping it never comes.

As beautiful as these passages are, I pray we never have to read them in this context again.



https://www.israel365news.com/371125/our-refuge-and-our-strength/



Let’s pray Psalm 20 together

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the 
God of Jacob set you securely on high! May He send you help from the 
sanctuary and support you from Zion! May He remember all your meal 
offerings and find your burnt offering acceptable! May He grant you 
your heart’s desire and fulfill all your counsel! We will sing for joy over 
your victory, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners. 
May the Lord fulfill all your petitions. Now I know that the Lord saves 
His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving 
strength of His right hand. Some boast in chariots and some in horses, 
but we will boast in the name of the Lord, our God. They have bowed 
down and fallen, but we have risen and stood upright. Save, O Lord; 
may the King answer us in the day we call. 
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