
October 25, 2023



This is our 6th update on the terrorist attacks 
perpetrated by Hamas on Israel.  To listen to the 

previous teachings, please visit 

firstmelissa.com/sermons 



How Many Casualties in the Terrorist Attacks?

•Population of Israel in 2023 is 9.1 million 

•At least 1,400 Israelis killed (soldiers and civilians)

•At least 5,400 wounded

•Estimated 222 hostages held captive in Gaza

•Population of the United States in 2023 is 340 million 

•Equal proportion… 52,300 killed

•Equal proportion… 201,700 wounded 



https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-770142
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https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-769825



(in Milan, Italy)



https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-768735

The Palestinian Authority will pay families of dead Hamas terrorists a combined total of around $2.8 
million, according to a report by the Palestinian Media Watch, a media watchdog group. In the current 
"pay-for-slay" system, called the "Martyrs’ Fund" by the PA, terrorists receive monetary payments as a 
reward for acts of terror. The more damage an attack causes, the higher the terrorist or the terrorist’s 
family is paid. The PMW reported that a terrorist's family would be rewarded NIS 6,000 (around $1,500) 
and an NIS 1,400 ($353) allowance monthly for life. Both come up to about NIS 7,400. The families that 
the terrorists married into will receive an even higher amount, the report claims. The authority will also 
pay $17,590 to approximately 50 new Hamas prisoners this month, the report said. The $2.8 million in 
question equals more than NIS 11 million. The PMW claims that the $2.8 million payments is a low 
estimate because there will be more "martyrs" and prisoners from the Hamas terrorist organization.



https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/senior-israeli-correspondent-describes-scenes-at-
kibbutz-nir-oz-following-hamas-attack/

Itai Anghel was smuggled into Kibbutz Nir Oz by residents who wanted him to document the horrors that 
took place there despite a complete closure by the IDF on the area. He spent two days filming what was 
once a peaceful agricultural community. "You see hell. It's like you visit a nightmare. You see houses 
completely burned. You see bodies completely burned, mutilated. I can express myself pretty good, but I 
cannot express the smell; it's something that sticks and stays with you. This is horrible. You see the 
handle of the safe room in every house. It's twisted. It's a sign of the people inside who tried to give a 
fight in order to not let the Hamas terrorists enter." He said the only thing that pulled him through was 
his camera and the job he came there to do. I thank God that I have the camera with me, you know, to 
hold it, to occupy myself with filming, to aim at something, because if I hadn't had anything, I would 
collapse, I would have a heart attack." Anghel ran from rockets that continue to be fired at communities 
in Israel. "When I was there, you had two alarms of rockets, and you have between 10 and 15 seconds to 
hide. You know, people still want to annihilate you even if you managed somehow to survive."





https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-halts-un-staff-visas-as-officials-pan-guterress-truly-insane-hamas-
remarks/#:~:text=Israel%20stopped%20issuing%20visas%20to,brought%20on%20by%20Israeli%20occupation.



https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-releases-two-us-hostages-for-humanitarian-reasons-response-qatari-efforts-2023-10-20/



https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/hamas-gaza-releases-hostages-israel-nurit-yitzhak-yocheved-lifshitz-rcna121680



Trey’s attempted explanation of  
Israel’s major problem with world opinion

Sentiments being expressed by governments and media:

• Those horrific terrorist attacks on Israeli civilians did not really occur 

• If they occurred, they were not as bad as Israel claims

• If they occurred and they really were as bad as Israel claims, Israel deserved it

• If they occurred and they really were as bad as Israel claims, Israel should 
forget them and focus on other things (hostages, peace negotiations, etc.)

• If they occurred and they really were as bad as Israel claims, Israel should 
minimize its response to show compassion for “innocent civilians” in Gaza 

• If they occurred and the really were as bad as Israel claims, it has already been 
three weeks and it is time for Israel to move on 







https://abcnews.go.com/International/gaza-tunnel-system-israel-
ground-invasion/story?id=104057232



https://abcnews.go.com/International/gaza-tunnel-system-israel-
ground-invasion/story?id=104057232



https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-770123



https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/israeli-soldiers-will-face-labyrinth-hamas-tunnels-rcna121459



https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/israeli-soldiers-will-face-labyrinth-hamas-tunnels-rcna121459



https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2014/07/26/335332220/the-long-history-of-the-gaza-tunnels



https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2014/07/26/335332220/the-long-history-of-the-gaza-tunnels



https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/how-hamas-built-an-underground-terror-network-in-the-heart-of-gaza-668605





https://www.jta.org/2023/10/25/united-states/george-washington-u-students-project-anti-israel-messages-on-campus-building

Students, administrators and 
the Hillel director at George 
Washington University say 
they are concerned after anti-
Israel messages were 
projected onto the exterior of 
a campus building on Tuesday 
night.  The messages —
including “Glory To Our 

Martyrs,” “Divestment From 
Zionist Genocide Now,” and 
“Free Palestine From The River 
To The Sea” — appeared on 
the side of a library building 
for two hours, drawing a 
crowd of counter-protesters to 
an adjacent plaza where some 
sang the Hebrew song “Oseh 
Shalom.”



Nine of the ten “no” votes were by Democrats: Reps. Cori Bush, Jamaal Bowman, Andre 
Carson, Al Green, Summer Lee, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Ilhan Omar, Delia Ramirez and 
Rashida Tlaib.  The lone Republican no vote was from Rep. Thomas Massie. The 
resolution states that the House of Representatives “stands with Israel as it defends 
itself against the barbaric war launched by Hamas and other terrorists, reaffirms Israel’s 
right to self-defense and condemns Hamas’ brutal war against Israel.” The resolution 
also calls on all countries to unequivocally condemn Hamas’ brutal war against Israel, 
and “calls on Hamas to immediately cease these violent attacks and safely release all 
living hostages and return the bodies of deceased hostages.”

https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/379173





https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-770137

Israel has agreed to delay the invasion of Gaza for now, 
so the US can rush missile defenses to the region, 
the Wall Street Journal reported on Wednesday, citing 
US and Israeli officials. US military officials were trying 
to convince Israel against carrying out a ground invasion 
of the Gaza Strip in response to Hamas's October 7 
massacre, CNN reported on Wednesday citing "several 
sources familiar with the matter.“ As per the report, 
American officials advised the IDF against a counter-
invasion, with the fear it could "endanger hostages, 
civilians, and further inflame tensions in the region.“ 
Instead, the IDF was urged to deploy a "combination 
of precision airstrikes and targeted special operations 
raids" across the Strip. The United States has sent a 
significant amount of naval power to the Middle East in 
recent weeks, including two aircraft carriers, their 
support ships and about 2,000 Marines. Washington is 
on heightened alert for activity by Iran-backed groups as 
regional tensions soar during the Israel-Hamas war.



The main United Nations agency in Gaza says it will have to halt aid 
operations within a day if fuel is not delivered, in what the 
organization says would mark the end of a “lifeline” for civilians.
While some aid has reached Gaza through Egypt, those deliveries 
included food, water and medicine – but not fuel. Israel has refused 
to allow fuel to enter Gaza since Hamas’ brutal October 7 attack, 
saying it would only be used by the militant group to fuel its fight 
against Israel. Asked how long the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) could last without fuel, 
spokesperson Tamara Alrifai told CNN: “We’re probably talking a day. 
We have already warned that if fuel runs out by tonight or tomorrow, 
we as UNWRA, the largest UN agency in Gaza, will no longer be able 
to work.” The organization initially said it would have to halt 
operations Wednesday evening. UN officials warned the current 
supplies were “a drop in the ocean” for the needs of 2 million 
Palestinians living in Gaza and will be of little use without the fuel 
needed to collect and distribute the aid. “Without fuel, aid cannot be 
delivered, hospitals will not have power, and drinking water cannot 
be purified or even pumped,” UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
told the UN Security Council Tuesday. Doctors in overwhelmed 
hospitals on the brink of shutting down have repeatedly warned that 
waves of new patients injured in the daily bombings and babies 
relying on oxygen supplies will die if fuel is not brought in.

https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/25/middleeast/israel-
hamas-gaza-war-wednesday-intl-hnk/index.html



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/25/un-gaza-aid-israel-blocking-fuel

https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20231025-un-warns-gaza-fuel-shortage-will-stop-aid-work-by-end-of-day





https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-kills-top-hamas-general-
as-gaza-strikes-continue-says-iran-aiding-terror-group/
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- Amir Tsarfati





How are Israelis responding?





https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/israel-hamas-war-
thousands-of-people-sign-up-pray-do-mitzvot-israeli-soldiers







Reality

Q: Are there innocent civilians in Gaza who are 
suffering?

A: Yes.

The responsibility for that suffering lies with 
only one side of this conflict… Hamas and the 
other Muslim terrorist groups directed by Iran.





Last week’s Torah portion…

•Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and 
the earth was filled with violence [חָמָס hamas].  
Genesis 6:11

•Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has 
come before Me; for the earth is filled with 
violence [חָמָס hamas] because of them; and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the 
earth.”  Genesis 6:13



The terrorist group’s name “Hamas” is an Arabic 
Acronym of 
Ḥarakat al-Muqāwamah al-Islāmiyyah

Arabic meaning of the name “hamas”  

is “enthusiastic bravery” حماس

English version of their name is
“Islamic Resistance Movement”



Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has 
come before Me; for the earth is filled with 
violence [חָמָס hamas] because of them; and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the 
earth.”  Genesis 6:13

Q: What type of evil written in Hebrew as חָמָס
(transliterated into English as “hamas”) deserved 
total, worldwide annihilation from God?



Q: What type of evil written in Hebrew as חָמָס
(transliterated into English as “hamas”) deserved 
total, worldwide annihilation from God?

•Violence

•Wickedness 

• Theft

•Robbery 

•Rape 

•Murder

•Kidnapping

•Hostage taking

• Stealing

• Slander 

• Lying 

A: All of those things at once!                – Tehila Gimpel 



Hebrew word חָמָס

Genesis 6:11
HEB: רֶץ ָ֖ אָּ א הָּ ֵ֥ ל  מָּ ס׃וַתִּ חָמָָֽ

NAS: was filled with violence.

Genesis 6:13
HEB: רֶץ ָ֛ אָּ ה הָּ ֵ֥ לְאָּ סמָּ יחָמָָ֖ ֵ֥ נְנִּ ם וְהִּ פְנ יהֶֶ֑ מִּ

NAS: is filled with violence because

Genesis 16:5
HEB: ם   יאֶל־ אַבְרָּ ִ֣ יחֲמָס  נֹכִִּ֗ לֶיךָ֒ אָּ עָּ

NAS: to Abram, May the wrong done me be upon you. I 
gave

Genesis 49:5
HEB: י ֵ֥ ים כְל  ֶ֑ סאַחִּ ם׃חָמָָ֖ יהֶֶֽ רֹת  מְכ 

NAS: are implements of violence.

Exodus 23:1
HEB: ד ֵ֥ ת ע  הְיָֹ֖ ס׃לִּ סחָמָָֽ

NAS: with a wicked man to be a malicious witness.

Deuteronomy 19:16
HEB: ד־ וּם ע  סיָּקֵ֥ וֹתחָמָָ֖ ישׁ לַעֲנֵ֥ ֶ֑ בְאִּ

NAS: If a malicious witness rises

Judges 9:24
HEB: ב֕וֹא סלָּ ָ֖ י־חֲמ  ֶֽ ים בְנ  ִ֣ בְעִּ שִּׁ

NAS: so that the violence done to the seventy

2 Samuel 22:3
HEB: י עִּ֕ י מֹשִּׁ סוּמְנוּסִִּ֔ י׃מֵחָמָָ֖ נִּ ֶֽ ע  תֹשִּׁ

NAS: My savior, You save me from violence.

2 Samuel 22:49
HEB: ישׁ ֵ֥ אִּ י מ  נִּ וֹמְמ ִ֔ יםתְרִ֣ ָ֖ י׃חֲמָס  נִּ ֶֽ יל  תַצִּ

NAS: up against me; You rescue me from the violent man.

1 Chronicles 12:18
HEB: א ֹֹ֤ י בְל רִַ֗ ֵָ֛֛רֶאחָמָס֙ לְצָּ י י  בְכַפִַ֔

INT: adversary not cruel branch advise self

Job 16:17
HEB: ל לאֹ־ סעַַ֭ יחָמִָ֣ ֵ֥ תִּ לָּ תְפִּ י וֶּֽ ֶ֑ בְכַפָּ

NAS: there is no violence in my hands,

Job 19:7
HEB: ק ן אֶצְעִַ֣ ֹ֤ מָסה  נֶֶ֑החָָ֭ עָּ א א  ִֹ֣ וְל

NAS: I cry, 'Violence!' but I get

Psalm 7:16
HEB: וֹ דְקֳדִ֗ ל קָָּ֝ ד׃חֲמָס֥וֹוְעֵַ֥ ֶֽ י ר 

NAS: upon his own head, And his violence will descend

Psalm 11:5
HEB: ב ִ֣ ע וְאֹה  שָּׁ רָּ סוְַ֭ וֹ׃חָמָָ֑ ה נַפְשֶֽׁ ֵ֥ נְאָּ ֶֽ שָּ

NAS: And the one who loves violence His soul

Psalm 18:48
HEB: ישׁ ֵ֥ אִּ י מ  נִּ ֶ֑ סתְרוֹמְמ  מָָ֗ י׃חָָ֝ נִּ ֶֽ יל  תַצִּ

NAS: up against me; You rescue me from the violent man.

Psalm 25:19
HEB: ת נְאַָ֖ בוּ וְשִּ ֶ֑ סרָּ י׃חָמִָ֣ וּנִּ שְנ אֶֽ

NAS: And they hate me with violent hatred.

Psalm 27:12
HEB: חַ  ֵ֥ יפ  קֶר וִּ ִ֗ ס׃שֶָׁ֝ חָמָָֽ

NAS: against me, And such as breathe out violence.

Psalm 35:11
HEB: י ִ֣ ד  קוּמוּן ע  סיְַ֭ ר לאֹ־חָמָָ֑ אֲשֵֶׁ֥

NAS: Maliciouswitnesses rise

Psalm 55:9
HEB: י יתִּ אִִּ֨ י־ רָּ ֶֽ סכִּ יר׃חָמָָ֖ ֶֽ עִּ יב בָּ ִ֣ וְרִּ

NAS: For I have seen violence and strife

Psalm 58:2
HEB: רֶץ אָָּ֡ וּן בָּ לֵ֥ פְעָָּ֫ סתִּ ֥ וּן׃חֲמ  סֶֽ ֶֽ ם תְפַל  יכִֶ֗ ד  יְָ֝

NAS: you weigh out the violence of your hands.

Psalm 72:14
HEB: וֹךְ תִ֣ מֵחָמָסמִּ םוָ֭ ֶ֑ ל נַפְשָּׁ גְאִַ֣ יִּ

NAS: from oppression and violence, And their blood

Psalm 73:6
HEB: ית ִ֗ ף־ שִָּׁ֝ סיַעֲטָּ מוֹ׃חָמָ֥ ֶֽ לָּ

NAS: The garment of violence covers

Psalm 74:20
HEB: וֹת רֶץ נְאִ֣ ִ֗ ס׃אֶָ֝ חָמָָֽ

NAS: of the habitations of violence.

Psalm 140:1
HEB: ישׁ ָ֖ אִּ ע מ  ֶ֑ יםרָּ ִ֣ י׃חֲמָס  נִּ ֶֽ נְצְר  תִּ

NAS: men; Preserve me from violent men

Psalm 140:4
HEB: ישׁ ִ֣ אִּ ע מ  שִָּׁ֗ יםרָּ ִ֣ רחֲמָס  י אֲשֵֶׁ֥ נִּ ֶ֑ נְצְר  תִּ

NAS: Preserve me from violent men
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Psalm 140



Rescue me, O Lord, from evil men;  
preserve me from violent [חָמָס hamas] 
men who devise evil things in their 
hearts; they continually stir up wars. 
Psalm 140:1-2



https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/21/smr-
inside-hamas-hostage-
handbook.cnn#:~:text=Hamas'%20'hostage%2Dtaking%2
0handbook,Wood%2C%20who%20has%20read%20it.

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12654541/Israel-releases-hostage-
manual-Hamas-fighters-instructs-gunmen.html



Rescue me, O Lord, from evil [רַע ra] men;  
preserve me from violent [חָמָס hamas] 
men who devise evil [רַע ra] things in their 
hearts; they continually stir up wars. 
Psalm 140:1-2

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I fear no evil [רַע ra], for You are with me… Psalm 23:4



They sharpen their 
tongues as a 
serpent; poison of 
a viper is under 
their lips.  Selah.  
Psalm 140:3

https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-770121



Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the 
wicked [רָשָע rasha] ; preserve me from 
violent men [חָמָס hamas] who have 
purposed to trip up my feet.  Psalm 140:4

Videos show Israeli citizens 
captured by Hamas



The proud have hidden a trap for me, and 
cords; they have spread a net by the wayside; 
they have set snares for me. Selah. Psalm 140:5

At least 250 bodies were recovered at the site of the 
festival as of Sunday, according to The Associated Press.
https://consequence.net/2023/10/hamas-israel-music-festival-attack/



I said to the Lord, “You are my God; give ear, O 
Lord, to the voice of my supplications.”  
Psalm 140:6

‘I want him back’: 
Families of Israeli 
hostages demand 
government save them

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/25/i-want-him-
back-families-of-israeli-hostages-demand-government-
save-them



I said to the Lord, “O God the Lord, the 
strength of my salvation, You have covered my 
head in the day of battle.”  Psalm 140:7

In an inconspicuous school hall in the heart of Jerusalem, 
dozens of people from all walks of life sit together at long 
tables preparing tzitzit — knotted fringes worn by religious 
Jews — to be sent out to IDF soldiers on the front lines of war. 
As a result of the mass mobilization, many reservists found 
themselves without the necessary equipment — both tactical 
and spiritual. One item in particular has been in high demand, 
with religious and secular Jews alike putting in requests for 
it: tzitzit.  Faced with a request for 60,000 of the four-
cornered fringed garments, the Military Rabbinate turned to 
Yeshivat Eretz Hemdah, which in turn mobilized its 
community to come together and prepare the tzitzit.

https://www.timesofisrael.com/with-tzitzit-in-high-demand-for-idf-soldiers-
volunteers-take-on-the-challenge/



I said to the Lord, “Do not grant, O Lord, 
the desires of the wicked [רָשָע rasha]; do 
not promote his evil device, that they 
not be exalted.” Selah.   Psalm 140:8



I said to the Lord, “As for the head of 
those who surround me, may the 
mischief of their lips cover them.”  
Psalm 140:9



I said to the Lord, 
“May burning coals 
fall upon them; may 
they be cast into the 
fire, into deep pits 
from which they 
cannot rise.” 
Psalm 140:10



I said to the Lord, “May a slanderer not be 
established in the earth; may evil [רַע ra] hunt 
the violent man speedily.”  Psalm 140:11

https://worldisraelnews.com/watch-palestinian-authority-praises-hamas-massacres-as-heroic/



I know that the Lord will maintain the 
cause of the afflicted and justice for the 
poor. Psalm 140:12

https://www.reuters.com/worl
d/middle-east/holocaust-
survivor-escapes-hamas-fears-
missing-family-2023-10-16/



Surely the righteous will give thanks to 
Your name; the upright will dwell in Your 
presence.  Psalm 140:13



Last week’s Torah Portion (a reading calendar 
developed around 600 BC) teaches us that 
the human race was repopulated after the 
Flood and every person will be on one side or 
the other… the side of the righteous and 
blameless (like Noah) or the side of the evil 
and violent (like Hamas). – Tehila Gimpel 

Followers of Jesus, where will you stand?



Let’s pray Psalm 20 together

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the 
God of Jacob set you securely on high! May He send you help from the 
sanctuary and support you from Zion! May He remember all your meal 
offerings and find your burnt offering acceptable! May He grant you 
your heart’s desire and fulfill all your counsel! We will sing for joy over 
your victory, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners. 
May the Lord fulfill all your petitions. Now I know that the Lord saves 
His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving 
strength of His right hand. Some boast in chariots and some in horses, 
but we will boast in the name of the Lord, our God. They have bowed 
down and fallen, but we have risen and stood upright. Save, O Lord; 
may the King answer us in the day we call. 
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