
October 22, 2023



This is our 5th update on the terrorist attacks 
perpetrated by Hamas on Israel.  To listen to the 

previous teachings, please visit 

firstmelissa.com/sermons 



How Many Casualties in the Terrorist Attacks?
•Population of Israel in 2023 is 9.1 million 

•At least 1,400 Israelis killed (soldiers and civilians)

•At least 5,300 wounded

• Estimated 212 Israeli hostages held captive in Gaza

•100-200 Israelis unaccounted for 

•Population of the United States in 2023 is 340 million 

• Equal proportion… 52,300 killed

• Equal proportion… 198,000 wounded 
(more than combined population of Allen + Melissa + Anna + Van Alstyne)



Exodus 1
Exodus 3

Last week…

Tragically, the desire to murder 
Jews is NOT a new struggle



Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, 
saying, “Every [Hebrew] son who is born you 
are to cast into the Nile [river], and every 
daughter you are to keep alive.”  Exodus 1:22

*3,500 years ago, the leader of Israel’s neighboring 
adversary issued a national strategy demanding 
the murder of Jewish children.

*Guess what is happening today?



The Lord said to Moses, 
“Therefore, come now, and I 
will send you to Pharaoh, so 
that you may bring My 
people, the sons of Israel, 
out of Egypt.”  Exodus 3:10

Israel evacuated all Jews from
Gaza in 2005.  Israel had 
captured the Gaza Strip from 
Egypt in the Six-Day War in 1967.  



At least 1,400 
Israelis killed



Second Lieutenant Adar Ben Simon, 
20 years old, from Neve Ziv, was a 
platoon commander in the Home 
Front Command. She lost her life last 
Saturday when she fearlessly stormed 
into action to make contact with the 
infiltrating terrorists at her base.

https://www.jpost.com/omg/article-767972

At least 1,400 Israelis killed



At least 1,400 Israelis killed







https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-769203

Defense Minister Yoav Gallant visited Israel's South on 
Thursday and met with soldiers serving on the Gaza 
border. "We are first and foremost focused on... 
defeating Hamas," Gallant said. "I have been leading 
soldiers into battles for 45 years. I am responsible for 
security. I was responsible for it these last two weeks -
even during difficult times, I am responsible for 
bringing [Israel] to victory.“ He later told troops on the 
Gaza border: "You see Gaza now from afar. Soon, 
you'll see it from inside.“ Gallant further noted that 
the IDF was gearing up for a long-term engagement 
with Israel's enemies, saying: "We are not talking 
about a short [military] campaign – we are talking 
about a prolonged campaign." He then touched on the 
threat of Hezbollah on the Lebanon border. 
"Hezbollah is trying to challenge the State of Israel and 
the IDF, and have deployed [forces] in strong defensive 
formations. The strength of the entire IDF...is at our 
disposal. We are alert, and if Hezbollah wants to start 
a war, it should first look at the photographs of Gaza 
City.“



Israel is now facing 
a 3-front war

• Hamas in the south
• Hezbollah in the north
• Syria in the northeast





Both airports have been struck numerous times over the 
past year, as Israel is believed to be stepping up efforts to 
prevent the shipment of advanced weapons from Iran to 
its various Middle East proxies, chief among them 
Hezbollah. Both airports were hit on October 12 and 
Aleppo was targeted a second time on October 14, 
according to Syria. Following the second strike, a senior 
Foreign Ministry official on X confirmed a claim that Iran 
was trying to deploy arms in Syria to attack Israel and 
indicated Jerusalem was taking action to foil that effort.



How are Israelis responding to the attacks?



How are Israelis responding to the attacks?

Volunteers help sort and pack donated 
items at the Civilian Operations Hub, 
Expo Tel Aviv, October 19, 2023. (Sue 
Surkes/Times of Israel)

Sorting children’s books and toys donated for 
families evacuated from the southern and northern 
borders, at the Civilian Operations Hub, Expo Tel 
Aviv, October 19, 2023. (Sue Surkes/Times of Israel)



How are Israelis responding to the attacks?

https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-stunning-response-15000-volunteers-fill-leadership-vacuum-to-help-victims-of-hamas/



What does God’s Word 
say to the world this 

week about this tragedy?

Genesis 6





Then the Lord saw that the 
wickedness of man was great on the 
earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts [plans] of his heart was 
only evil continually.  Genesis 6:5



The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the 
earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  
Genesis 6:6 (NAS)

The Lord regretted that He had made man on the 
earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  
Genesis 6:6 (HCSB)

*Imagine how evil people must have been to 
grieve the heart of the all-knowing Creator God



The Lord said, “I will blot out man whom 
I have created from the face of the land, 
from man to animals to creeping things 
and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry 
that I have made them.”  Genesis 6:7



But Noah found favor in the eyes of the 
Lord. These are the records of the 
generations of Noah. Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless in his time; 
Noah walked with God. Noah became 
the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. Genesis 6:8-10



This week’s Torah portion…

Now the earth was corrupt in the 
sight of God, and the earth was filled 
with violence.  Genesis 6:11



About 2,300 years later, Jesus said about future His Second Coming…

“But of that day and hour no one knows, 
not even the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father alone. For the coming 
of the Son of Man will be just like the days 
of Noah.”  Matthew 24:36-37

* “the days of Noah” = “the wickedness of man was great on the earth”



God looked on the earth, and behold, it 
was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted 
their way upon the earth.  Genesis 6:12



https://www.dallasnews.com/news/faith/2023/10/15/protestors-march-in-dallas-to-support-palestine-amid-israels-response-to-hamas-attack/

Organizers at the Dallas protest 
Sunday led the crowd in chants 
of “free, free, free Palestine” and 
“hey hey, ho ho, the occupation’s 
got to go,” condemning Israel’s 
occupation of the Palestinian 
territories. Many attendees held 
signs, with slogans including “The 
US is funding genocide,” “ ‘Truth 
is on the side of the oppressed’ -
Malcolm X” and “one Holocaust 
doesn’t justify another.”



This week’s Torah portion…

Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh 
has come before Me; for the earth is filled 
with violence because of them; and behold, 
I am about to destroy them with the earth.”  
Genesis 6:13

Then the flood came upon the earth for forty days, and the water increased and 
lifted up the ark, so that it rose above the earth.  The water prevailed and increased 
greatly upon the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water.  The water 
prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that all the high mountains 
everywhere under the heavens were covered.  Genesis 7:17-19



•Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and 
the earth was filled with violence Genesis 6:11  .[חָמָס]

•Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come 
before Me; for the earth is filled with violence [חָמָס] 
because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy 
them with the earth.”  Genesis 6:13

• In English translations of the Bible, חָמָס is translated…

•NAS “violence”

•HCSB “wickedness”



This week’s Torah portion…

•Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and 
the earth was filled with violence חָמָס] hamas].  
Genesis 6:11

•Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has 
come before Me; for the earth is filled with 
violence [חָמָס hamas] because of them; and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the 
earth.”  Genesis 6:13



What is Hamas?
• Hamas is a Sunni Muslim terrorist 

group founded in 1987 which won 
legislative elections in the Gaza Strip 
in June 2007 after Israel’s unilateral 
withdrawal in August 2005 

• Hamas operates as a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Iran, directed and 
funded by the Iranians 

• Iran does not want Israel to continue 
normalizing relations with Arab 
countries in the Middle East, 
especially Saudi Arabia

• Hamas leaders have been meeting 
with Russian leaders since the 
invasion of Ukraine

Mediterranean 
Sea



The terrorist group’s name “Hamas” is an Arabic 
Acronym of 
Ḥarakat al-Muqāwamah al-Islāmiyyah

Arabic meaning of the name “hamas”  

is “enthusiastic bravery” حماس

English version of their name is
“Islamic Resistance Movement”



Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has 
come before Me; for the earth is filled with 
violence [חָמָס hamas] because of them; and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the 
earth.”  Genesis 6:13

Q: What type of evil written in Hebrew as חָמָס
(transliterated into English as “hamas”) deserved 
total, worldwide annihilation from God?



Q: What type of evil written in Hebrew as חָמָס
(transliterated into English as “hamas”) deserved 
total, worldwide annihilation from God?

•Violence

•Wickedness 

• Theft

•Robbery 

•Rape 

•Murder

•Kidnapping

•Hostage taking

• Stealing

• Slander 

• Lying 

A: All of those things at once!                – Tehila Gimpel





https://www.foxnews.com/world/40-babies-some-beheaded-found-israel-soldiers-hamas-attacked-village



https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/10/middleeast/israel-kibbutzim-kfar-aza-beeri-urim-hamas-attack-intl/index.html









Then the Lord saw that the wickedness 
of man was great on the earth, and that 
every intent of the thoughts [plans] of 
his heart was only evil continually.  
Genesis 6:5

*Would people really plan to do evil?



https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/10/21/hamas-raid-hostages-gaza-terrorist-targets/



https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/21/smr-
inside-hamas-hostage-
handbook.cnn#:~:text=Hamas'%20'hostage%2Dtaking%2
0handbook,Wood%2C%20who%20has%20read%20it.

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12654541/Israel-releases-hostage-
manual-Hamas-fighters-instructs-gunmen.html



https://www.axios.com/2023/10/21/israel-hamas-cyanide-weapon-instructions

The Israeli military found a USB key with instructions 
for the production of a "cyanide dispersion device" on 
the body of a Hamas operative who participated in 
the Oct. 7 terrorist attack, according to two Israeli 
officials.  Israeli intelligence traced the origin of the 
document to a 2003 Al-Qaeda manual.  "This finding 
points to an intention by Hamas to use chemical 
weapons as part of its terror attack against civilians," 
the cable alleges.  The Israeli Foreign Ministry in the 
cable instructed its diplomats to tell their counterparts 
that Hamas wants "to conduct attacks in a similar way 
that ISIS tried to do.“  Several of these documents, 
which were classified by Hamas as "Top Secret," 
allegedly included operational plans for attacking 
Israeli villages and military bases near the border with 
explicit orders to kill as many people as possible and 
take hostages back to Gaza.



Jesus explained prophetically about the condition of 
the human race at the time of His Second Coming…

“But of that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
the Father alone. For the coming of the Son 
of Man will be just like the days of Noah.”  
Matthew 24:36-37





Thus Noah did; according to all that God 
had commanded him, so he did.  
Genesis 6:22

*For 120 years, Noah quietly trusted God and 
spoke the truth.  He built the ark, obeying the Lord 
in the midst of ridicule from an evil generation. 
– Tehila Gimpel



This week’s Torah Portion (a reading calendar 
developed around 600 BC) teaches us that 
the human race was repopulated after the 
Flood and every person will be on one side or 
the other… the side of the righteous and 
blameless (like Noah) or the side of the evil 
and violent (like Hamas). – Tehila Gimpel

Followers of Jesus, where will you stand?



• For followers of Jesus watching the tragic news, what will we say?

• For followers of Jesus who know and believe God’s Word, how can 
we discern truth from lies?

• For followers of Jesus who recognize light and darkness, where 
will we stand?

• For followers of Jesus who understand God’s covenant, what will 
we pray?

• For followers of Jesus, now is the time to make a choice.

Now is the Time to Make a Choice



Let’s pray Psalm 20 together

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the 
God of Jacob set you securely on high! May He send you help from the 
sanctuary and support you from Zion! May He remember all your meal 
offerings and find your burnt offering acceptable! May He grant you 
your heart’s desire and fulfill all your counsel! We will sing for joy over 
your victory, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners. 
May the Lord fulfill all your petitions. Now I know that the Lord saves 
His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving 
strength of His right hand. Some boast in chariots and some in horses, 
but we will boast in the name of the Lord, our God. They have bowed 
down and fallen, but we have risen and stood upright. Save, O Lord; 
may the King answer us in the day we call. 
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