


Why should followers of Jesus stand with Israel?

We support Israel because the Word of God supports Israel!

“Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God.  “Speak kindly 
to Jerusalem…” Isaiah 40:1-2

“…for he that touches you touches the apple of His eye.”   
Zechariah 2:8

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem...” Psalm 122:6



This is our 3rd update on the terrorist attacks 
perpetrated by Hamas on Israel.  To listen to the 

previous two teachings, please visit 

firstmelissa.com/sermons 



How Many Casualties in the Terrorist Attacks?
• Population of Israel in 2023 is 9.1 million 

• At least 600  1,300 Israelis killed (soldiers and civilians)

• At least 2,048  3,600 wounded

• Population of the United States in 2023 is 340 million 

• Equal proportion… 22,400   48,500 killed

• Equal proportion… 76,500   134,500 wounded

• This event is being called “Israel’s 9-11” and “Israel’s Pearl Harbor”

• 2,996 killed on 9-11-01 in U.S. and 2,403 killed during Pearl Harbor 
attack



https://abcnews.go.com/International/live-
updates/israel-gaza-hamas/29-americans-now-
confirmed-dead-in-israel-state-department-
103985148?id=103804516



What is Hamas?
• Hamas is a Sunni Muslim terrorist 

group founded in 1987 which won 
legislative elections in the Gaza Strip 
in June 2007 after Israel’s unilateral 
withdrawal in August 2005 

• Hamas operates as a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Iran, directed and 
funded by the Iranians 

• Iran does not want Israel to continue 
normalizing relations with Arab 
countries in the Middle East, 
especially Saudi Arabia

• Hamas leaders have been meeting 
with Russian leaders since the 
invasion of Ukraine
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Source: Jerusalem Post



https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-actions-are-war-crimes-could-constitute-genocide-international-law-experts/





Understanding Reality

Q: Are there innocent civilians in Gaza who are 
suffering?

A: Yes.

The responsibility for that suffering lies with only 
one side of this conflict… Hamas and the other 
Muslim terrorist groups directed by Iran.



Understanding Reality



“Israel is making more effort to try to save Palestinian 
lives than Hamas is.” – Israeli Ambassador Mark Regev 

Understanding Reality



Israel is now facing 
a 3-front war

• Hamas in the south
• Hezbollah in the north
• Syrian in the north east



Exodus 1
Exodus 3

Tragically, the desire to murder 
Jews is NOT a new struggle



Now a new king arose over Egypt, 
who did not know Joseph.  He said to 
his people, “Behold, the people of 
the sons of Israel are more and 
mightier than we.” Exodus 1:8-9

* “We must hate the Jews because they are so strong.”



Television network in Turkey   https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/this-is-the-imbalance-of-power-between-israel-and-palestine-in-real-terms-46651

May 11, 2021

“the sons of 
Israel are 
more and 
mightier 
than we” 
Exodus 1:9



Television network in Turkey   https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/this-is-the-imbalance-of-power-between-israel-and-palestine-in-real-terms-46651



"If the Arabs put down their guns there 
would be no more fighting. If the Israelis put 
down theirs there would be no more Israel." 
— Golda Meir 

*Former Prime 
Minister of Israel 
(1969-1974)



https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/article-767943



[The Pharoah in Egypt said…]  “Come, let us 
deal wisely with them, or else they will 
multiply and in the event of war, they will 
also join themselves to those who hate 
us, and fight against us and depart from 
the land.” Exodus 1:10

*We must conquer and control the hated Jews 
because they can hurt our economy.



So they appointed taskmasters over them to afflict 
them with hard labor. And they built for Pharaoh 
storage cities, Pithom and Raamses.  But the more they 
afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the more 
they spread out, so that they were in dread of the sons 
of Israel.  Exodus 1:11-12

*In 1948, when the State of Israel was founded, there were 
700,000 Jews living in the Holy Land.

*In 2023, after fighting six major wars against the Arabs, there 
are more than 7,000,000 Jews living in the Holy Land.



The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to labor 
rigorously; and they made their lives bitter with 
hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all kinds of 
labor in the field, all their labors which they 
rigorously imposed on them.  Exodus 1:13-14

2014 survey of attitudes toward Jews in over 100 countries around the world         https://global100.adl.org/map/



Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew 
midwives, one of whom was named 
Shiphrah and the other was named Puah; 
and he said, “When you are helping the 
Hebrew women to give birth and see them 
upon the birthstool, if it is a son, then you 
shall put him to death; but if it is a daughter, 
then she shall live.”  Exodus 1:15-16



But the midwives feared God, and did not do 
as the king of Egypt had commanded them, 
but let the boys live.  So the king of Egypt 
called for the midwives and said to them, 
“Why have you done this thing, and let the 
boys live?” Exodus 1:17-18

*Civilian women were rebuked by the nation’s 
leader for not killing enough Jewish babies.



The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the 
Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian 
women; for they are vigorous and give birth 
before the midwife can get to them.”  So God 
was good to the midwives, and the people 
multiplied, and became very mighty.  Because 
the midwives feared God, He established 
households for them.  Exodus 1:19-21



Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, 
saying, “Every son who is born you are to 
cast into the Nile [river], and every daughter 
you are to keep alive.”  Exodus 1:22

*3,500 years ago, the leader of Israel’s neighboring 
adversary issued a national strategy demanding 
the murder of Jewish children.

*Guess what is happening today?



https://www.nbcnews.com/news/investigations/top-secret-hamas-documents-show-terrorists-intentionally-targeted-elem-rcna120310

Oct. 13, 2023 by Anna Schecter

Documents obtained by NBC News show that Hamas created detailed 
plans to target elementary schools and a youth center in the Israeli kibbutz 
of Kfar Sa'ad, to "kill as many people as possible," seize hostages and 
quickly move them into the Gaza Strip.  The attack plans, which are labeled 
"top secret" in Arabic, appear to be orders for two highly trained Hamas 
units to surround and infiltrate villages and target places where civilians, 
including children, gather. The documents were found on the bodies of 
Hamas terrorists by Israeli first responders. They include detailed maps 
and show that Hamas intended to kill or take hostage civilians and school 
children.





The UN Human Rights Council holds a 
moment of silence for the “loss of 
innocent lives in the occupied Palestinian 
territory and elsewhere,” after Palestinian 
terrorists’ indiscriminate slaughter of over 
900 Israelis.
Pakistani envoy Zaman Mehdi calls the 
motion on behalf of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation member states, 
representing 57 countries.
Mehdi’s statement blames Israel for the 
attack and “breeding violence,” without 
mentioning Israel by name at any point. 
The statement makes no mention of 
Israeli victims, terror or Hamas.

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/un-human-rights-council-marks-loss-of-life-in-palestinian-territory-and-elsewhere/



Later… The angel of the Lord appeared to him 
[Moses] in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; 
and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning 
with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.  So 
Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this 
marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.”  
Exodus 3:2-3

*When the people of Israel pray, God raises up 
leaders and deliverers from around the world.



When the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, 
God called to him from the midst of the bush and 
said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”  
Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove 
your sandals from your feet, for the place on which 
you are standing is holy ground.”  Exodus 3:4-5

*Any place, even a desert or a bomb shelter or a 
battlefield, becomes “holy ground” when God shows up. 



- written by Sarah Tuttle-Singer

I’m scared.
I’m angry.
I’m heartbroken.
And there is nowhere else I’d rather be.

“the place on which you are standing is holy ground”  
Exodus 3:5



He said also, “I am the God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look at God.  Exodus 3:6

Q: In the middle of an international crisis featuring 
continuous attacks upon civilians (including babies), 
how did Creator God choose to identify Himself?

A: As the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (the Jews)



The Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of 
My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed 
to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am 
aware of their sufferings.”  Exodus 3:7 (NAS) 

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of 
My people in Egypt, and have heard them crying 
out because of their oppressors, and I know about 
their sufferings.”   Exodus 3:7 (HCSB)



What is God saying to the 
people of Israel today?

Exodus 3:7

“I have surely seen the affliction of My people”

“I have given heed to their cry”

“I am aware of their sufferings”  



The Lord said, “So I have come down to 
deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up from that land to a good 
and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk 
and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and 
the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite 
and the Hivite and the Jebusite.”  Exodus 3:8

*When God’s people cry out to Him, He shows up.



The Lord said to Moses, “Now, behold, the cry 
of the sons of Israel has come to Me; 
furthermore, I have seen the oppression with 
which the Egyptians are oppressing them.” 
Exodus 3:9



The Lord said to Moses, 
“Therefore, come now, and I 
will send you to Pharaoh, so 
that you may bring My 
people, the sons of Israel, 
out of Egypt.”  Exodus 3:10

Israel evacuated all Jews from
Gaza in 2005.  Israel had 
captured the Gaza Strip from 
Egypt in the Six-Day War in 1967.  



The Lord said to Moses, “Therefore, come 
now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that 
you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, 
out of Egypt.”  Exodus 3:10

*This week, hundreds of thousands of Israeli 
soldiers (men and women) will be sent to 
bring 150+ of God’s people out of captivity.



Some were on their honeymoon, others were studying abroad, many were building new lives in foreign 
countries. But when Israel called up its reservists and declared war this week, the response was swift 
and overwhelming.  "Everyone is coming. No one is saying no," said Yonatan Steiner, 24, who flew back 
from New York, where he works for a tech company, to join his old army medical unit.  Israel has called 
up 360,000 reservists in the wake of Saturday's assault by hundreds of Hamas gunmen who overran 
towns, kibbutzes and army bases near the Gaza enclave, killing more than 1,300 civilians and soldiers 
and wounding over 2,700.  The mass mobilization has not only wrecked holidays but also up-ended 
lives.  Oren Saar, 37, runs a food delivery startup in New York City, where he lives with his wife and three 
young boys. A former captain in the Israeli army, he immediately acknowledged the call-up, but didn't 
tell his children what he was doing.  "The kids are very young and it's not really something that you 
want to explain. We told them I'm going on a business trip to Israel," he said, adding that it was going to 
be "tricky" to keep his new business going in his absence.  "But you know, there's just no question about 
what to do when my friends, my family and my country are at risk," he said.

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israels-reservists-drop-everything-rush-home-following-hamas-bloodshed-2023-10-12/



“bring My people, the sons of Israel, out”  Exodus 3:10



“bring My people, the sons of Israel, out”  Exodus 3:10



“bring My people, the sons of Israel, out”  Exodus 3:10



Could God use me to help deliver His people?



Could God use me to help deliver His people?
Remember… Moses was 80 years old when the Lord met him 
at the burning bush and assigned him the mission 
of bringing the Jewish people home.



• For followers of Jesus watching the tragic news, what will we say?

• For followers of Jesus who know and believe God’s Word, how can 
we discern truth from lies?

• For followers of Jesus who recognize light and darkness, where 
will we stand?

• For followers of Jesus who understand God’s covenant, what will 
we pray?

• For followers of Jesus, now is the time to make a choice.

Now is the Time to Make a Choice



Let’s pray Psalm 20 together

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the 
God of Jacob set you securely on high! May He send you help from the 
sanctuary and support you from Zion! May He remember all your meal 
offerings and find your burnt offering acceptable! May He grant you 
your heart’s desire and fulfill all your counsel! We will sing for joy over 
your victory, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners. 
May the Lord fulfill all your petitions. Now I know that the Lord saves 
His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving 
strength of His right hand. Some boast in chariots and some in horses, 
but we will boast in the name of the Lord, our God. They have bowed 
down and fallen, but we have risen and stood upright. Save, O Lord; 
may the King answer us in the day we call. 
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