
Coming up at MLCC: 

MLCC Next Steps Classes 

March 1st & 8th 

11am 

 

Seniors Ministry 

Game Day March 4th 1pm 

 

Baptism Class 

March 15th 11am 
Mark Connections Card to sign up  

 

Women’s Retreat 

March 13-15th 

Women’s Bible Study 

Beginning March 19th 

 

Baptism Sunday 

March 29th  

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Tuesdays 6:30pm 

 

Women’s Fitness 

Mondays & Thursdays 10am 

 

Youth Ministry 

Junior High Youth 

Wednesdays 6-8pm 

(Doors open at 5:30) 

 High  School Youth 

Sundays 6-8pm 

(Doors open at 5:30) 

  

 

Sermon Notes - March 1, 2026 

Lent Series: Wisdom in the Desert 

 

“Silence & Solitude: A Place of Loneliness, Kindness,  

and Transformation” 

Speaker: John Roberts 

Texts: Luke 15:15 – 16  

 

Introduction 

 

Where are you finding time for solitude and silence?   

 

 

The desert is a place of God’s speaking… and God invites us there to 

listen.   

 

The midbar/desert is a place where you hear the dabar/divine  

speaking. 

 

It seems that every significant character in the biblical story spent time in 

the desert… 

 

 

 

The desert can be a place where God meets us in our loneliness with 

his kindness to transform us.   

 

 

“Solitude is the place where Christ remodels us in his own image and 

frees us from the victimizing compulsions of the world.”   

-Henri Nouwen, The Way 

of the Heart 

 

 

Mark 1:29 – 34  
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It’s fascinating to think of the questions that God asks when we’re alone 

with him.   

 

The desert is a place where you get to answer some questions…  

When the noise stops… what remains? 

 

When comfort is gone… what sustains you? 

 

When identity is tested… who defines you?  

 

The desert is a place where we offer ourselves to God’s view… YBH… 

YES BUT HOW? 

 

The invitation to solitude and silence articulated in Psalm 46… The  

Franciscan Monks refer to Psalm 46 as “The gateway to prayer.”   

 

Questions for Reflection: 

 1. When was the last time you spent an extended period of time (30 

minutes) in solitude and silence?   

2. Does the prospect of extended silence and solitude… time in the  

desert… frighten you or make your nervous?  Can you articulate 

why that might be?   

3. Where, in this coming week, can you carve out any specific amount of 

time, to spend in solitude and silence?   

4. What is one new rhythm you can engage to help you step away from 

the noise and victimizing compulsion of the world?  

 
 
 

 

 

Adrianna Simmons:  
Adrianna continues her work in the Mekong River Region, Thailand.  Her 
team is expanding the media presence in the region. They are training new 
people to share the gospel and start new churches. God is at work! 
 
Local Law Enforcement: We pray that our local law enforcement are  
protected and feel respected and appreciated while they serve our  
community. 


