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“At Your Service” 

Red Letter Challenge: Serving 

Matthew 22:36-39 

March 19, 2023 

 

Woodside Church                                             Susan Harris-Miller 

About 5 years ago, I made the bold move to leave my career in the financial services industry. 

After 18 years of dedicated service! I began my career in my twenties and I’d planned to retire with that 

very same company. Yet over time, something shifted within me. I knew without a doubt that corporate 

sales wasn’t for me anymore. At work, I was feeling hopeless, like I was at a dead end in my position. It 

was scary! I tried changing positions several times, but after much soul searching, and hitting a wall, I 

knew staying put was not the answer. I truly enjoyed helping my clients. I was good at it. I built 

relationships with them, with their children. I loved helping them find solutions for their financial 

concerns. As time went on though, I felt this unease within me grow more and more. On the outside, 

things were fine, but on the inside I was miserable.  I had to make a change.  

Looking back on that period I now see that it was God starting His transition in me. He slowly 

guided me to where He wanted me next. Around the same time, my husband, Harry, introduced me to 

Woodside. I began working on my relationship with Jesus. I discovered on my journey with God that He 

designs each one of us uniquely with special gifts and talents. For years I struggled with the question, 

“What am I supposed to do with my life, my career?” I knew I had more to offer, more to give. I still 

strongly desired to help people, as I was doing in banking. I prayed and begged God to lead and guide me 

where He wanted me.  

After much prayer and lots of patience, I found my next steps here at Woodside, right under my 

feet. Pastor Doug and the people at Woodside - you - walk the walk. You show what it’s like to love God, 

Jesus, and others-not just talk about it. I want to be a part of this church because it feels right, like home. 

I’m able to use my gift of helping others by serving in and leading mission opportunities, getting involved 

in growth groups, and making friends. So when an opportunity to apply for the Director of Sharing 

opened up, I applied. I had no idea if I was qualified for the job but felt drawn to work here. I remember 

when God told Moses to go and save Israel from slavery, Moses tried to say no - he didn’t feel qualified. 

God then told Moses that he’d be with him and give him all that he needed to do the job God asked him to 

do. And He did. Thankfully, I got the job at Woodside, and I feel more fulfilled in this role than I ever did 

before. I love finding ways to connect those in need to those who want to serve and help others.  

Let me say, by no means am I encouraging you to quit your job! But I am suggesting that if you 

are curious about serving and using your God given gifts and talents, let’s schedule some time to talk. 

Every person in this room is blessed with gifts and talents. A major part of my role here at Woodside is to 

help you discover your gifts and connect you to ways you can use them to serve others - whether here in 

the building, out in the community, or around the globe.  

As you know from our Red-Letter Challenge study so far, the best way to follow Jesus and be 

more like Him is to actually DO what he did. Well guys, Jesus serves! In John 13:15 it says “I have set 

you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” Serving is our theme for this week. Jesus 

visits those who are sick, he isn’t afraid to spend time with those who are shunned by society, he washes 

his disciples' feet, he loves those no one else does, he feeds thousands. He exemplifies true love and true 

compassion simply by serving others. It brings Jesus joy to care for and others! And it brings Him joy 

when we do the same. The greatest thing you can do with your life is to love God and love your neighbor. 

In Matthew 22:36-39 it says “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 

first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
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We serve because Jesus does, and we want to be more like him. Service is also our way of 

thanking Him for His sacrifice for us. Serving has many benefits: you can make a difference in someone’s 

life, it connects you with others and the community. It provides you with a purpose, makes you happy, 

and increases your self-confidence. 

So how do you get involved? I first suggest you pray about it. It sounds so cliche’ but it’s 

important to get quiet. Last week we learned how to BE with God. Getting still, leaning into Him. Do we 

give God time to talk to us? To hear his still, small voice inside of us? The calling to serve may start 

inside you. That passion in your soul for service may be from God. Hilary Walp knew nothing about 

homelessness until she came to Code Blue training in 2011: 

I never had any interaction with the homeless, but I always felt a tugging in my heart when I would 

see them. When I came to Woodside, I realized God put it on my heart. Serving the homeless is my 

way of "working for the Lord", which is what I was meant to do. 

Spending time with our neighbors who have no homes completely changed Hilary’s perspective: 

The typical stereotype that the homeless are drug and alcohol addicted criminals is completely 

wrong. I feel completely comfortable and safe around our guests. They are a kind and caring 

community of people just trying to help each other survive. 

Code Blue - providing a warm bed and a hot meal on bitter cold nights – is just one of the ways 

Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need (also known as AHTN) cares for our neighbors living in 

tents. Hilary is not just Woodside’s Code Blue coordinator; she also serves on the board of AHTN. 

If you sense a longing to serve, another good step is to look for a mission that matches what 

matters to you. Craig Bryson coordinates Woodside’s work with Habitat for Humanity. Habitat builds 

affordable homes for low-income residents. They partially fund the work through two thrift stores called 

ReStore. Craig arranges for Woodside teams to build homes and to help at ReStore. 

I grew up in a household that prioritized helping others and giving back what I was given. Habitat 

best suits my skill set and I really believe in its principles: Demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ, 

Focus on shelter, Advocate for affordable housing, Promote dignity and hope, Provide a helping 

hand, not a hand out. 

 

What Craig finds so rewarding is meeting new people – especially the new homeowners. 

Working with others helps restore my faith in God and in others. Jose, a Habitat homeowner and 

father of four, was one of the hardest working people I’ve ever met. As we worked I noticed him 

stop, kiss the cross around his neck, and close his eyes for a quick prayer. He showed me what 

mission is all about. 

So, what do you do if you want to serve but there are too many choices? What if no single mission ignites 

an inner passion? Why not just try something. Helen Hughes says, 

I encourage everyone to try a mission that piques their interest. If you try it and it is not the right 

mission, it's okay to acknowledge that feeling, but be open to trying something else. There is no 

lack of need in our world. When you find the mission meant for you, you will feel it in your heart. 

For Helen that mission is the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. Also known as TASK. TASK serves over 8000 

meals each week. She is joined by others from Woodside including Jim Stevens. Stepping into a new and 

possibly risky situation blocks many from serving. Jim was hesitant but when he pushed past that fear, he 

found it disappeared. 
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When I first started going, I was apprehensive because we hear about crime in Trenton. I was 

surprised to find TASK is a safe place. The people are friendly, caring, and gracious! It is a delight 

to serve there twice each week!  I feel I am doing a mission for Jesus.  

Jim first tried being a tutor at TASK but soon found it wasn’t his gift. Instead, he switched to serving 

meals. Helen enjoys how all ages and backgrounds team up to serve at TASK. 

Over the years, I have volunteered in many settings, but now I know this is where God calls me to 

serve. I feel my soul is refilled each time I serve on a mission. I experience a sense of fulfillment 

and personal peace now that I found what God intended for me.  

You might want to try serving those who struggle with a crisis you faced. If you’ve been through a 

divorce, if you are in recovery from addiction, if you have a family member afflicted with mental illness 

you can offer the comfort and strength of Jesus to others. Ann Richer moved to our area five months after 

losing her husband Daryl. They were married for 45 years.  

After my first Sunday at Woodside, I attended GriefShare's "Surviving the Holidays.” That led me 

to take the entire 13-week program.  I found it very helpful in reinforcing I was not alone in my 

journey.  I was so thankful for the help and guidance I wanted to pay it forward. I offered my 

services in co-facilitating GriefShare.   

Ann has served on the GriefShare team since then. They meet at Woodside on Wednesdays from 12:30 to 

2:30. After viewing a video there is time to share feelings and issues. Ann says, 

I don't think I chose this mission as much as it chose me.  I receive much more than I give.  It's a 

blessing to see how the individuals start to heal. They discover they are not alone in their 

journey, and they even reach out and help each other.  

So, there are some keys to finding your calling: What need stirs in your soul? What cause stands out 

above the rest? What mission could you try? What hurt have you been through? Hilary Walp sums it up 

well: 

Look into your own heart, find what's there, then seek a mission that matches. If you serve in a 

mission that matters to you, a mission that supports something you care about, it will be second 

nature to serve. The homeless are on my heart, I'm a night owl and I love the winter, so the Code 

Blue Mission fits me perfectly. You won't catch me serving the Lord in a hot place like the 

Bahamas.  

Chris Monckton’s journey to discovering her calling started with Bible study and prayer. 

Once I started daily bible study, I felt God speaking to me through Scripture such as John 15:11-

13: “I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 

My command is this: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. There is no greater love 

than to lay down one's life for one's friends.”  

Now the question was: Where do I find that joy? Chris loves to serve in the kitchen, so it was easy for her 

to lend a hand with the Recovery Worship Services and Cafes led by Scott and Michelle Burgess. At first, 

she stayed safely secluded in the kitchen. But soon that was not enough for Chris.  

For a long time, I kept myself separate from the guests. It was them and me. I kept busy doing 

things, probably to avoid conversation. I kept asking myself, “Why am I here?” So, every event I 

inched closer and closer to the guests. 

Chris started to interact with those who came to the worship services seeking healing, recovery, and 

freedom in Jesus. The more she got to know them, the more she was inspired by them. 



4 

The benefits I receive are so amazing-I have never witnessed more faith in one place than in a 

room filled with men and women who suffer so deeply. Most have been rejected by their families 

and lost jobs. 

I was so blessed to meet a rough looking motorcycle dude with long hair and a leather jacket. He 

has a long beard with distinctive gray stripes down the center, think skunk in appearance. I asked 

him about his beard and as we talked, he completely left me speechless. 

He told me about the children he lost, a son, a daughter and a 4-month-old grandchild to drugs. He 

also mentioned he was homeless but has a job. He spoke about his faith and future and most 

importantly his Savior. I know without a doubt he has the strongest faith.  God definitely had a 

hand in me meeting him that day.  

The more Chris serves, the more the joy keeps flowing. 

I am surprised and blessed with the Love and Joy that God has given me by serving with the 

Recovery Ministry. Honestly, I don’t feel like I’m helping. I receive more than I give, that is the 

biggest benefit to me serving others.   

So, pray about it and try several different mission projects until you find the one that feels right to 

you. The Scriptures say, “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such 

sacrifices God is pleased” Hebrews 13:16 

When you use your gifts to serve others, you are using your God-given potential to the fullest and you are 

serving Him. So, let’s put Jesus' words into practice!  

If you look in your bulletin, you will find a pink sheet with several ways you can serve others. If you’re 

not sure where to start, or you are interested in signing up for a particular mission, print your name and 

contact information and I will reach out to you and help you get connected. Also, a few of the people that 

were highlighted in today’s message will be in the lobby. Please stop and talk with them for more 

information about some of the mission opportunities you heard about today! 

Will you pray with me?   

Dear Lord, we thank you for the sacrifice that you have made for us. We thank you for Jesus’ example of 

how to live, love and serve. Help us to discover what our God given gifts and talents are so that we can 

use them for your glory. We thank you for those that serve selflessly to help others in need. Please be with 

us this week as we learn what it means to serve. We pray this in your strong and loving name, Amen.  


