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 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.  Matthew 18:4 NIV 
 

T HE  J OU RN E Y  T OGE T HE R  

This section is to be looked at every week as a group and the first thing you start with as a leader. We must be 
taking time to see where God is working in each of our lives, encouraging one another, and taking steps to unite 
with God’s will. The time spent on these questions will create a beautiful storyline of God throughout the year 
and create space for life-on-life discipleship within your Life Group. 
 

 Where are you seeing God at work in your life and around you? 
 What is He doing/saying? How is He challenging you? How can we pray? 

YOUR T IME WITH THE TEXT  

This section is for you to encourage your group to be interacting with the scripture text that is preached on 
Sunday morning or from your personal Bible reading this week. We want to see how we are reading the Bible 
together and gaining insight from each person in the group. 
 

 Read Matthew 18:1-9 before entering this piece of discussion. 

 What questions were you asking when you read this text? 

 How did this text encourage you and why? 

 Every time we read Scripture, we can find key elements of God’s overall story of 
redemption – Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. How do you see those 
showing up here in this text? 
 

• Creation—God’s heart for the world 

• Fall—The reality of sin and brokenness 

• Redemption—God’s plan to step in and save 
• Restoration—God’s desire to bring wholeness and healing to all creation 
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M AT T HE W  1 8 :1 -9  D IS C US S ION  

 Luke 9:46-48 is another perspective on the Matthew 18 text. What do you think 
could have caused the argument between the disciples (Luke 9 text)? Use your 
imagination and try to look at things through the eyes of the disciples. 

 What do you think motivated the disciples to ask about “the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” Do you think they felt that it could be one of them? 

 What are the qualities that Jesus emphasizes about the child? Why do you think 
those are important for the kingdom of heaven? 

 What other qualities do we often think are essential for the kingdom, and how 
do they differ from those that Jesus shares in Matthew 18? 

 What does a “lowly position” look like as a Christian? How can that be lived out 
in today’s world? 

 Read verse 6 out loud. What does this verse make you feel and think about 
Jesus? Why is causing a child to sin such a serious offense?  

 What are the areas of the body that Jesus confronts in verses 8-9? What do 
those body parts represent when living as a disciple? 

 Why does Jesus use such harsh language in verses 8-9? Do we take our sins that 
seriously? Why or why not? 

 

A CT ION  
 In verse 3, Jesus says, “unless you change.” This tells us that even his disciples 

had some changes that needed to take place. What areas in your life need to 
change for you to become more childlike? 

 Do you have sinful areas that could make others stumble? Name them, as well 
as the steps you must take to confront those areas. 

 If you have a discipleship relationship with a child, reflect on the last month. 
Was there a time that you may have caused them to sin? Ask for forgiveness 
and the opportunity to use this spiritual lesson on discipleship with them.  
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