
 
 
 

2023 ALBANIA GO TEAM 
 



Dear Albania Applicants, 
 
Thank you for your interest in applying to be part of the HSL Go Team to Erseke, Albania. 
Although being a part of this team will require a lot of commitment, sacrifice, and movement 
outside of your comfort zone; the rewards and joys of serving God, seeking His face and making 
His name known around the world are second to none.  
 
The Albania Go Team will be partnering with our own WBC missionaries, Eric and Kathy Gundy, 
at their ministry Crossroads Camp. We will partner with them in hosting junior high students for 
a summer camp through facilitating outdoor activities, building relationships, and service 
projects. There will also be Albanian cultural and Mission Organization learning experiences as 
well. This is an opportunity for you to take your faith outside its box and experience God like 
never before. This is an opportunity for you to see and experience what God is doing around 
the world and to gain His heart for all people. 
 
Please read over this information carefully and prayerfully. If you have any questions, feel free 
to email them to me at hharvey@wheatonbible.org or call 630.876.6652. 
 
Serving Together,  

 
Hannah Landeros & Chris Gabriel 
Student Life Associate Directors 
Wheaton Bible Church | Iglesia del Pueblo 

 

  



HIGH SCHOOL ALBANIA GO TEAM TRIP SPECIFICS 

TRIP DATES: 

• Departure: Friday, June 23 

• Return: Monday, July 3 
 

COST: 
AIRFARE: $1400** 

– O’Hare to Tirana, Albania 
– * Cost is dependent on current airfare prices at time of booking 
– ** Once Tickets are purchased each person is still responsible for the full 

cost of the ticket if they back out. 
MISSION EXPENSES: $400 

– Housing, Food, Transportation, Insurance, and Ministry 
NON-MISSION EXPENSES: $100 

– Shirt, Training, Cultural Learning, and Activities 
TOTAL $1900 
Deposit: $150 (Non-refundable deposit) 

 
POSSIBLE EXPENSES: 

$100-$200   Shots and Immunizations based on insurance 
$130-$160  Passport – New (17 and older) 
$130-$150  Passport – Renewal (17 and older) – if expires within 12 months of trip  

• Spending Money 

• Needed Trip Items 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
***Immediately – Apply for Passport if you do not have one or if yours will expire within 12 
months of leaving for Albania. 
(All team trainings will be held at WBC in the Warehouse, unless specified) 

February 1st *All Go Team Applications are due* 

February 15th You will hear back from the Student Team regarding your submitted 

application 

February 19th Team Training #1 (4:30-5:30 PM in the Warehouse; Parents Invited) 

*Support Letter Recipient List due by start of meeting* 

February 22nd *Deposit & Waiver are due* (steps are on the application 

acceptance email) 

Non-refundable Deposit: $150 

March 5th Team Training #2 (4-5:30 PM in the Warehouse) 

*All support letters must be sent* 

March 19th Team Training #3 (4-5:30 PM in the Warehouse)  



April 16th Team Training #4 (4-5:30 PM in the Warehouse) 

May 17th Team Training #5 (6-8 PM in the Warehouse) 

May 24th Team Training #6 (6-8 PM in the Warehouse) 

June 4 Commissioning Sunday during the 8:30, 10:30 and 12:30 services 

(More Information Coming Soon) *Mandatory* 

June 7th Team Training #7 (6-8 PM in the Warehouse) 

June 14th Team Training #8 (6-8 PM in the Warehouse) 

June 21st Team Training #9 - Final Meeting (6-8 PM in the Warehouse) 

*Mandatory: Bring packed luggage for luggage check* 

July 16th Team Debrief (5:30-8PM, Location TBD) 

July 23rd Junior High, High School (Cleveland), & High School (Albania) GO 

Team CELEBRATON (2:45 PM, Warehouse Patio) 

 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Attend at least 75% of HSL activities 

• Find 2 students and one adult not participating on the trip to be your prayer partners. 
Meet twice a month to pray for one another and for the mission trip. 

• Attend all Team Meetings/Training/Debriefs (9 Prior to Departure and 1 on Return) 
 
PASSPORTS:  

1. If you already have passport, make sure that the expiration date is later than 1 year 
from the return date of the trip. This is a requirement of our missionary partners, not 
the country of Albania. 

2. Please make three copies of the front page of your passport. 

• We will leave one copy at the church office. 

• You will keep one copy in your suitcase. 

• We will send a copy to our missionaries before arrival. 
3. If you do not have a passport, make sure you apply as soon as possible. To do this, go 

to the following Web site and follow instructions to download application. 
http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html 

Note: If you are obtaining a passport for the first time, you must go in person to a 
passport acceptance facility such as a U.S. Post Office. You will need to bring the 
completed application, two passport-sized photographs of yourself, proof of U.S. 
citizenship (birth certificate) and a valid form of photo identification such as a 
driver’s license. 

 
VISAS: 

Visas are not required in Albania for U.S. citizens. Passports will be stamped upon entry. 
 
IMMUNIZATIONS: 

1. Visit http://www.cdc.gov/travel/ to find out which vaccinations are REQUIRED for entry. 
Also listed by country or region are suggested vaccinations and tips for traveling. 

mailto:http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html


WHO ARE WE PARTNERING WITH? 
We are blessed to partner with our own WBC missionaries, Eric and Kathy Gundy, and their 

ministry, Crossroads Camp, this year as we serve at their Torchbearers International School. 

Torchbearers mission is to direct people to Jesus Chris, in such a way that they come to a living 

faith in the true God and that by the power of the Holy Spirit they might live as disciples of Chris 

through fellowship in a local church. 

ERSEKE, ALBANIA at a Glance 
Torchbearers-Albania (named 
“Crossroads”) is located at the base of the 
beautiful Gramoz Mountains that border 
Greece. Erseke is a small, well organized 
town in the southeast corner of this 
former communist country. It is home to 
roughly 4,000 people. Albania is a nation 
that once declared itselt as their first 
atheistic country in the world and yet God 
has built his church there. Since the fall of 
communisim in 1992, Albania has been a 
democratic nation and is considered one of the safest countries i n the developing 
world. 
 
In 1999, 600,000 refugees flooded into Albania from Kosovo as a result of the 
Humanitarian War that swept across the country. The Erseke Evangelical Church began 
to respond and provide care for these refugees. To better aid refugees, the Erseka 
Church formed a partnership with Schloss Klaus, a Torchbearers Center in Austria 
whose mission was to care communities and share the gospel of Christ. The Erseke 
believers worked side by side with their Austrian brothers and sisters in aiding  those 
devestated by war – especially widows. In 2001, Torchbearers-Albania began through 
the prayers, wisdom and help of other Torchbearers Centers. The Albania Center main 
building was purchased during the Kosovo war and summer camps began a year later. 
Only 4 years later in 2004, the Bible School was founded so that students can come 
from all over to learn about God’s word and serve the Erseke community.  
 
We will seek to serve alongside Torchbearers: Crossroads in Albania as they reach their 
community with the Gospel. This trip will give our team an opportunity to serve and 
learn about the history of Albania and to share the love of Jesus with others. We would 
like to invite you to come and prayerfully learn alongside of us as we seek to serve  our 
brothers and sisters and futher the work that God is already doing in Erseke!  
 

 



Service Partnership –  
Crossroads Camp 
We will primarily serve with Crossroads 
through their summer camp during their 
“Koloseu I” week, which hosts students ages 
12-14! Since the year 2000, children and 
young people have been coming from all over 
Albania to camp at Crossroads. Crossroads 
was the first camp center in Albania and has 
been running summer camps each year for 
the last 19 years with nearly 2,000 campers 
coming annually. Campers come to do things they have never been able to do before. 
High ropes courses, archery, canoeing and crafts are some of the fun activities that are 
not available to them in other places. Besides the fun activities, campers receive 
teaching on Christ’s love and then have this love shown to them by the staff and 
counselors. 
 
Our team will come alongside their summer staff in leading these fun activities. We will 
help students learn how to rock climb, canoe, tackle the high ropes course, and more. 
Our team will also be filling in to help out around the kitchen, cooking meals and 
washing dishes (feeding hundreds of hungry campers will take a lot of work!).  

 
 
  



FAQ: ANSWERS TO COMMON QUESTIONS 

What airport will we fly into? 
Tirana, Albania 
 
Where will we be staying?  
In Albania, we will be staying with the Gundy’s 
on campus at Crossroads. Same gender 
participants will share a room with bunkbeds 
and gender specific bathhouse outside the 
dorm building. Crossroads will be our site for 
all team meals, showers, and meetings. 
 
What is the weather like?  
Summer is dry and hot in Albania. The average 
temperature is 75-80 degrees with mostly 
clear skies. The temperature can drop to mid-
50’s in the evenings. 
 
Is there a specific dress code? 
Please plan to exercise modesty and 
discretion in appearance during your time at 
camp. The people in Albania are much more 
conservative than in the United States. To be 
effective in ministry, we must respect our 
Albanian brothers and sisters by adopting 
their dress customs. For church services, dress 
is nice/casual. 

Please be aware that multiple piercings 
(especially in nose, lip) and tattoos (especially 
for females) are not common in the Albanian 
culture and will likely cause questions and 
comments. We want to make you aware of 
these cultural differences and encourage you 
to practice sensitivity in your conversations 
about these expressions. We discourage the 
initiation of additional piercings or tattoos 
before travel. 

• Dress conservatively and modestly 
• No body-piercing jewelry 
 

Women 
• No suggestive clothing (tight-fitting or low-
cut shirts or dresses, short shorts, half-shirts, 
or bikini swimsuits). 
• No tank tops, halter tops, or crop tops 
• Shorts must be mid-thigh or longer (if we go 
into town they must be knee-length or longer) 
• No excessive jewelry or piercings 
• Dresses and skirts must be approximately 
knee-length or longer 
 
Men 
• If your ears are pierced, leave the earring(s) 
at home. 
• No tank tops or walking around camp 
shirtless is allowed 
 
We are not trying to be legalistic or to deprive 
you of your individuality. The people we are 
serving are looking at us through their cultural 
lens. 
 
Suggested clothes to bring: 
• Outdoor wear: sweatshirt/light jacket or 
rain jacket (evenings can be cool) 
• Modest one-piece swimsuit 
• House shoes (flip flops/slippers), hiking 
shoes, sturdy sandals or shoes for water 
adventures 
• A set of older clothes for work projects 
• Nice clothes for church service 
 
Do we need to bring spending money?  
You will get a chance to visit a variety of 
cultural centers and markets. Bring spending 
money for souvenir shopping, snacks, offering 
at church, etc. 
 
*We will provide a thorough and finalized 
packing list during team trainings. 
  



ALBANIA GO TEAMS SUPPORT RAISING  

HOW MUCH WILL THE TRIP COST? 
The cost for the Go Team trip to Albania is $1,900 per student. We are asking each family to 

make a deposit which is your contribution towards the cost of the trip and an investment in your 

student. This amount is your deposit for the trip. The deposit amount for this trip is $150, which 

is due February 22nd. Please don’t let the cost be a determining factor in your decision to go on 

the trip. Support raising is part of the faith journey of every missionary. This is part of the trip! All 

of the money that is raised will go towards each trip’s grand total. We recognize  that every 

student might not be able to raise the same amount. One student may only be able to raise 

$1,200 while another student may raise $2,200, but we ask that each student try to raise the 

required amount. With God’s help, and some hard work we believe everyone willing to step out 

in faith will raise what they need! 

WHAT IF I HAVE STUDENTS GOING ON MULTIPLE STUDENT LIFE TEAMS? 
Your family will be asked to pay the highest of the deposits in full, 100% for the first student and 

50% of each deposit thereafter. For this international trip, you will be asked to send out at least 

30 letters plus ten for each additional family member going on a trip. (2 kids=40 letters, 3 

kids=50 letters).  

WHY WE SEND SUPPORT LETTERS 
Each student is given the very important responsibility of sending out support letters and raising 

funds for our trip. Our ability to do ministry with our partners depends 100% on students raising 

support. If a household follows the support raising guidelines and schedule, and receives less 

than the trip amount, the first step would be for us to assist you in locating others who would be 

willing to receive a support letter from you. After that step and other efforts have been 

exhausted, whatever amount you received will be accepted as your support raising portion.  

We trust that God will provide to meet our needs as a team. Support letters are NOT just a way 

to collect money. They are also a great way to enlist prayer. It is a privilege for others to join you 

in prayer and financial support. Many people love to give money to charities and missions.   

WHO TO SEND A SUPPORT LETTER TO? 

• Family (siblings, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins)  

• Neighbors (current neighbors, former neighbors)  

• Friends (parents’ friends, your school friends, church friends)  

• Co-workers (your parents’) 

• Anyone else who might love supporting you through prayer or finances.  

 

 



WHEN WE SEND SUPPORT LETTERS 
You must mail, hand-deliver, or email your 30 support letters by March 5, 2023. Make sure to 

offer the “online giving” option. Supporters can give electronically to support you online at 

www.wheatonbible.org/students.  

HOW TO WRITE SUPPORT LETTERS 
USE THE SAMPLE LETTER AS A GUIDE (see last page)  

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS IN YOUR LETTER:  

− A photo of yourself! A quick snapshot of your smiling face is a great highlight for friends 

and family and makes your letter that much more personal. 

− Paragraph #1: A personal greeting and update on your life.  

− Paragraph #2: Details about the trip you’ll take this summer.  

• Where you’re going.  

• When you’re going.  

• What you’ll be doing there.  

− Paragraph #3: Hopes for your trip and ask for prayer.  

• What you personally hope to learn.  

• What you personally hope to contribute.  

• What you’re most excited about or challenged by.  

• ASK FOR PRAYER (be specific with requests!)  

− Paragraph #4: Ask for financial support.  

• USE THE SAMPLE LETTER WORDING EXACTLY.  

• Be specific about what you’re asking  

o EX: I need to raise $$$ by June 22, 2023. 

o EX: Any amount you give would help.  

o Remember that YOU collect all money first and then turn it into us at WBC.  

o Request that funds be donated by June 23, 2023. 

o Remember to mention the ONLINE GIVING OPTION.  

• Close with a big “Thank you!” and a handwritten signature! 

  

Use excellent grammar and write well! 

− Be sure to have your parents proofread your letters before sending them out.  

  

Each letter must include a self-addressed envelope.   

− People will use the envelope to mail their donations back to YOU.  

− You are encouraged to put a stamp on the return envelope as a convenience for those 

who donate to your trip.  

 

 



SUPPORT RAISING GUIDELINES 
Your non-refundable trip deposit is due by February 22, 2023.  

Checks should be made payable to Wheaton Bible Church.  

Families with two or more students participating on a student ministry trip are asked to pay 

100% of the deposit for the first student and 50% of each student thereafter. (Please note, you 

are still responsible to raise the other half of the deposit in your support. Trip price does not 

change. You just do not have to pay that half up front.)  

Please note that deposits are tax deductible donations to Wheaton Bible Church and are not able 

to be reimbursed.  

Important note: Every family is responsible for paying the deposit out of pocket, no matter how 

much money you raise in support. We view the deposit as your family’s financial commitment to 

the trip, prior to the support raising process. Support raising cannot reimburse you for the 

deposit, which is your family’s responsibility. If this is a challenge for your family, please let us 

know so we can work something out.  

Each student is responsible to send out 30 support letters by March 5, 2023.  

Families with two or more students participating in a student ministry trip are asked to send out 

at least 30 support letters plus 10 for each additional child. (i.e., 2 children in a family send 40 

letters total). 

You may choose to personally finance your entire trip cost; however, you must still send out 30 

letters asking for prayer support. We also ask that you consider noting that you are paying your 

full amount, but include the option to donate for the team at large. We raise support as a team, 

so any excess money raised by an individual or family will go toward the rest of the team. 

All funds must be collected first by students and then turned into WBC Student Life Ministry. 

(Money should not be directly mailed to Wheaton Bible Church!)  

FUNDRAISING 
GO Team members may fundraise alongside sending out support letters. Fundraising is the 

process of seeking and gathering voluntary financial contributions by engaging individuals, 

businesses, charitable foundations, or governmental agencies. This can be things like bake sales, 

garage sales, car washes, etc. Not everyone has the same networks that make it possible to raise 

support through support letter writing alone.  

If you wish to fundraise you must follow these guidelines:  

− We ask that you still send out the required support letters.  

− Fundraising needs to be approved by Student Life Staff.  

− Wheaton Bible Church, Tri-Village, and/or Iglesia del Pueblo name must not be used in 

fundraising materials.  

− You are not allowed to fundraise at church.  



Most importantly we are here to help you in this process. Please let us know how we can be of 

assistance. We have much experience and know that God can do amazing things as we put our 

trust in Him.  

TURNING IN COLLECTED MONEY 
Put all checks and cash that you receive in the lined manila envelopes you receive at the first 

team meeting. 

Your name must be clearly written on the top of each envelope.  

As you receive funds, write the names and contact information of those who gave on the manila 

envelope. This manila envelope stays with you as an ongoing record to send thank you letters to 

your supporters.  

Please turn in any collected money and financial log sheet, in a labeled envelope, at each training 

meeting. Do not turn in any money on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings. 

If people give CASH, you must be sure to list on the envelope how much cash each person 

gave and fill in their address. (If you do not fill in their address, we cannot credit the amount to 

your account until the address is given to us.)  

You will be notified at each meeting if you have received any online donations. Do not mark 

these donations on your support envelopes! These donations are accounted for by our staff 

team, separate from your support envelopes, but still count towards your support total. 

All checks should be made out to Wheaton Bible Church.  

If someone makes out a check in your name, please write “pay to the order of Wheaton Bible 

Church” on the back of the check and then sign your name. Please double check each check for 

this before turning it in! (The amount donated cannot be credited to your account until this is 

done.)   

Keep a list of everyone who has donated to you. We will keep a list based on the information on 

the envelopes you turn in, but we want you to keep a list as well. This will ensure that you write 

thank-you notes to all who give you financial support.  

Make sure to send thank you notes to everyone who supported you. The best time to send a 

thank you note is directly after you return home from your trip so you can share some of your 

experiences with your supporters. However, you will also want to thank each supporter verbally 

ASAP.   

  



SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER 

 
Dear _____________,  

I am writing to inform you of an exciting opportunity that I 

want to be a part of. As you know, I am involved with Student 

Life (the youth group) at my church. This summer, I will be 

teaming up with some of my friends and adult leaders from 

my church and heading to Erseke, Albania for our GO Team 

mission trip. These GO Teams are designed to help me 

understand how God is moving in different parts of the world 

and how God wants to use me to be a part of His story of 

redemption. They are week-long experiences where I learn 

about missions, grow in my faith and learn what it means to 

be a disciple in a world that desperately needs Jesus.  

During the week, I will be serving at Torchbearer’s summer camp called Crossroads and working 

with their staff to host middle school students. We will be leading fun outdoor activities like rock 

climbing and canoeing, serving in the kitchen, but most importantly, I will be building 

relationships and telling them about how much Jesus has changed my life. I am excited about this 

mission opportunity because I know it will challenge me in my own faith. I’m up for the challenge! 

I am excited to go outside of my comfort zone and experience what God has prepared for me!  

I am writing to ask you if you would be willing to partner with me and support me. There are a 

couple things that I am going to need for this trip. First, I need your prayers. Please pray that God 

would prepare me for this trip, that I would stay healthy and safe. Pray that our group will 

support one another and grow closer together. Pray for the people that we will me ministering to 

and for those who will be impacted by our work projects. Second, I need to raise $1,900 in order 

to go on this trip. 

If you are interested in supporting me financially, you can send me a check made out to Wheaton 

Bible Church or give online to support me at www.wheatonbible.org/students. All financial 

support must be turned in by June 21, 2023. 

I’m writing you because you are an important person in my life. Thanks so much for considering 

supporting me. I am looking forward to sharing the stories of my experience when I return. If you 

have any questions, I would love to talk with you about them. You can contact me at 

___________________.  

  

Sincerely  

[signature] 

 

Insert 
Photo 
Here 
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