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How should we think of ourselves as we navigate a post-Christian world? 
We live in a post-Christian world. 
This is a culture that at one time was shaped by Christian beliefs and values.  
As a result, Christian behaviors were the accepted norms. 
Now, our culture is shaped by secular, humanistic, and post-modern beliefs and values.  
Those different beliefs and values lead to different behaviors and norms.  
 

What mental picture can guide us as we navigate the post-Christian culture?  
So far, we’ve talked about perspectives and habits that can guide us.  
However, today we’re asking, “Yes, but how should I think of myself?”  
 

Should we think of ourselves like a fortress in a hostile land?  
Are we a bit like Mont-Saint-Michel off the coast of France?  
Mont-Saint-Michel is separated from the mainland by a bay that is exposed during high tide.  
During the Middle Ages, an abbey was built on the island.  
Eventually, the abbey was surrounded by a village.  
The abbey and village were fortified, plus at high tide they were protected by the water from land 
attack and at low tide by the land from a naval attack.  
During the Hundred Years’ War, the English laid siege to the island for thirty years.  
However, Mont-Saint-Michel never fell.1 
Do we want to be like Mont-Saint-Michel? Do we want to survive in a hostile environment by building a 
grand castle, stocking it with everything we need, surrounding ourselves with a massive fortification, 
and separating ourselves with a giant tidal moat?  
That’s not what Peter commands us to do.  
 

1 Peter chapter 2 suggests a different image.  
In 1 Peter 2:1-12, Peter gives disciples of Jesus specific instructions for living.  
They will not only help us to navigate our own post-Christian world.  
They also suggest a picture of how we might think of ourselves as we navigate.  

Put away the beliefs and behaviors of the kingdoms of this world. 
1 Peter 2:1-3 suggests that we are like newborn infants:  

 
1 https://www.worldhistory.org/Mont-Saint-Michel/ 
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So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like newborn 
infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

Don’t forget that disciples of Jesus have been born again.  
We were all born into this world, as citizens of the kingdoms of this world. 
Then, if we are disciples of Jesus, we were born again.  
[There is an important “if” here. If we are disciples of Jesus, we have been born again. That’s what Peter 
means in verse three when he says, “if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.” If we have tasted, 
we became disciples of Jesus, and we were born again.] 
Having been born again, then we are like infants in our new lives in the Kingdom of God.  
 

Consequently, we must still “put away” our old lives like an old pair of clothes. 
In our old lives in the kingdoms of this world, we were more like adults. 
Our old lives have become like a comfortable old pair of jeans and favorite t-shirt that we wear.  
We have comfortable old habits, beliefs, values, and behaviors from that old life.  
They’re not good habits. They’re things like deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander.  
However, they are habits. They’re comfortable. They fit well.  
Peter says that we must intentionally take off those old habits and put them away.  
 

At the same time, we are growing into new lives. 
He says that we must drink and really long for pure spiritual milk. 
Usually, when the Bible speaks about Christians taking spiritual milk, it’s a criticism. It’s a way of 
describing being immature and only fit for a basic food appropriate to babies.  
That’s not what Peter means here. Here, Peter tells us to long for pure spiritual milk. 
Instead, Peter means something substantial that helps us to grow.  
The words in the original Greek that Peter uses here indicate that he means the nourishment that we 
get from the Word of God. Peter is telling us to study the Bible and build our lives on it.  
 

Peter tells us to put away the beliefs and behaviors of the kingdoms of this world.  
There is an ongoing developmental process, and through that developmental process, we are 
increasingly leaving our old lives behind.  
At the same time, we are putting on the new life of the Kingdom of God.  
That leads us to the next thing Peter tells us…  

Learn and adopt the beliefs and behaviors of the Kingdom of God. 
In 1 Peter 2:4-10, the Apostle compares us to stones and priests:  

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in 
Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” So the honor is for you who believe, but for 
those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 
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and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do.   
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.   

 

Jesus is the original “living stone.”  
Peter says in verse four that we come to him (Jesus) who is a living stone.  
Peter was quoting an idea from the Old Testament that Jesus applied to himself.  
In Matthew 21:42, Jesus quoted from the Psalms and called himself the stone that the religious 
leaders and Romans rejected AND the cornerstone:  

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’ 

Peter adds that God has laid this cornerstone for a reason.  
Peter quotes from the Old Testament, from Isaiah 28:16 where we read:  

…  therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in 
Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: ‘Whoever believes 
will not be in haste.’” 

Peter interprets this passage as a decision point. If Jesus is a living stone, the cornerstone, then one 
will either build one’s life on it or reject him and find one’s life falling apart as a result.  
We have to decide whether we will build our lives around Jesus and his Word or not. 
If we come to him and allow our lives to be built around him, it will lead to our honor. 
If we refuse and foolishly build our lives in some other way, we will stumble over Jesus, experience 
judgment, and experience shame.  
 

Because of Jesus, we are like individual stones being built into a temple. 
Once we decide that Jesus is a living stone, it’s natural to conclude that he is our cornerstone.  
So, Peter says that our loyalty to Jesus then shapes us, along with other disciples of Jesus.  
Our loyalty and obedience to Jesus reshape us individually; we become like stones.  
Our new life in Christ means that we have the life of Christ in us; we are living stones. 
Together with other disciples of Jesus, we are being shaped into a building.  
That building is a Temple, pulsing with the presence of the Holy Spirit and with spiritual vitality.  
Together, we become like priests offering right, spiritual offerings to God. 
What is that perfect offering? It’s a transformed, holy life we’re living as citizens of the Kingdom of God 
who have learned and adopted the beliefs, values, and behaviors of that kingdom.  
That’s a compelling image, but it’s just the beginning of the transformation Peter describes.  
 

Because of Jesus, we who were not a people are being made into a people.  
Peter uses a significant series of images that are applied to Israel in the Old Testament.  
We could summarize them with what God says as he invites Israel into a covenant relationship after 
freeing them from slavery in Egypt. In Exodus 19:5-6 the LORD says:  
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“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people of 
Israel.”   

You hear these kinds of statements echoing through what Peter says here about disciples.  
Peter calls them a people belonging to God, and he uses multiple terms for “people.” He uses a term 
that means they are descended from a common ancestor, one that means they share the same home, 
and still another that means they share a common culture.  
They are now a people in every sense of the word and precious to God.  
God has called his people out of the darkness of ignorance, evil, and divine judgment into the light of 
knowledge, goodness, and divine favor.  
 

Now we see that we are being conformed to the beliefs and behaviors of the Kingdom of God. 
God claims disciples of Jesus and makes them into a great people. 
God shapes disciples of Jesus and makes them into priests and a temple. 
God conforms disciples of Jesus to the beliefs and behaviors of the Kingdom of God, and he is doing 
so for a purpose. Next, we learn more about that purpose.  

Advocate for the Kingdom of God with the citizens of the kingdoms of this 
world. 
In 1 Peter 2:11-12, Peter is pushing us outward:  

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 
wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
of visitation.  

 

Abraham’s experience is the template for understanding our experience in the post-Christian 
world. 
Here in 1 Peter 2:11, there are two terms Peter uses to describe us: “sojourners and exiles.” 
These terms are translated in multiple ways in different translations. 
They all really describe one experience, the experience of being from one culture—one set of beliefs, 
one language, one set of memories, one set of customs, and one set of behaviors—all while living in the 
midst of people with a different culture. 
The people around you are right at home. Plus, they are citizens and the ones with the rights.  
You and I are the strangers and foreigners.  
It’s just like what happened to Abraham. Abraham was at home in his hometown. 
Then God called him to leave his home, his hometown, his family, and his home culture and go to a 
different land with different history, customs, languages, etc. 
Abraham was a stranger and foreigner in that land.  
Abraham spoke to this condition in Genesis 23:4 when he said,  

“I am a sojourner and foreigner among you …”  
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The words that are in the Greek version of the Old Testament, are the ones Peter uses here in 1 Peter 
2:11. It’s the same experience. We are like Abraham. The words we use to describe the experience are 
not important. It’s important that we recognize who we are. We are the ones God has sent from our 
home culture in the Kingdom of God to the kingdoms of this world.  
Then it’s critical to know what we are supposed to do. Before we get there, though, Peter has a 
reminder.  
 

Peter warns us that the nations will malign us.  
The word “Gentiles” in the ESV translates the word “nations” in Greek. 
Peter is saying that when disciples of Jesus go to into the midst of any people across the globe, the 
people of that nation will mistrust us at first.  
There’s a word play in Greek here that we miss in English. 
We will be doing good deeds; the word is “kalos.”  
But people will conclude that we are people of evil deeds; the word is “kakos.”  
We’re doing “kalos,” but people are seeing “kakos.”  
Peter says it’s going to happen. Consistently. Expect it.  
However, while people say we’re doing “kakos,” that doesn’t mean we let up on doing “kalos.”  
 

Why? Our conduct stands as an example to the nations.  
We abstain from the passions of our flesh, which are evil.  
We conduct ourselves in honorable ways among the people of the kingdoms of the world. 
Our good deeds will speak loudly to them.  
They speak to what God does among his chosen people.  
They serve as an example to the nations.  
 

If the nations see our conduct and change, then God is glorified. 
Our good deeds testify to the life-changing power of the Gospel. 
Plus, our good deeds pull people towards God; they will want more of what we have. 
Some of them will become disciples of Jesus too. 
When they do, they too will glorify God in the end when Jesus returns.  
And that’s critical work for us to do. That leads to a question:  

Should we, then, think of ourselves as ambassadors? 
The image of thinking of ourselves as ambassadors is not in our text today.  
It comes from Paul, not Peter. 
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:20:  

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  

The image occurs in only one other place in the New Testament in Paul’s writings.  
So, does it make sense to ask if Peter is telling us to think of ourselves as ambassadors?  
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The image does fit the relationship between the kingdoms of this world and the Kingdom of 
God. 
Peter doesn’t use the word “kingdom” much. 
However, he had to hear the word from Jesus repeatedly. Jesus spoke frequently about the Kingdom 
of God, and he was clear about the contrasting kingdoms of this world.  
It’s a concept sitting right in the background as Peter describes living as a disciple of Jesus in a non-
Christian world. He’s talking about citizens of the Kingdom of God who are strangers, living in the 
foreign land of the kingdoms of this world. 
We can either think of ourselves as present here by accident or tragedy, or we can think of ourselves 
present here intentionally to represent God’s Kingdom. 
The image of ambassador fits the intentional interface of these two kingdoms.  
 

Plus, it’s really what Peter is saying if you pull everything from 1 Peter 2:1-12 together.  
Peter tells us to put away our old beliefs and behaviors that we were born into and learned from the 
kingdoms of this world.  
Instead, Peter tells us to learn and increasing put on the beliefs and behaviors of our new home in the 
Kingdom of God through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  
Then Peter tells us to advocate for the interests of the Kingdom of God. We are to live out the beliefs 
and behaviors of our new home in the Kingdom of God in very public ways so that the citizens of the 
kingdoms of this world around us will see, they will be drawn, and (hopefully) they themselves will 
leave behind their loyalties to the kingdoms of this world. Instead they will become loyal citizens of the 
Kingdom of God shaped by new beliefs, values, and behaviors.  
That’s the work of an ambassador. Peter doesn’t use the term, but it’s right there.  
 

Thinking of ourselves as ambassadors prevents us from making mistakes.  
Thinking of ourselves as ambassadors prevents us from building a fortress around ourselves to protect 
ourselves from the kingdoms of this world. That’s not realistic.  
It also prevents us from thinking of ourselves as an expeditionary force sent to go to war with the 
kingdoms of this world. That’s not our job.  
It even cautions us that settling down and becoming naturalized citizens of the kingdoms of this world 
isn’t an option.  
 

Thinking of ourselves as ambassadors also makes our job clearer.  
We put off the old ways of our former lives because we have a new culture. 
We put on the ways of the eternal Kingdom of God because that is our true nature. 
We advocate for the Kingdom of God because that’s our job in this post-Christian world. We 
demonstrate the ways of the Kingdom of God and call other people to adopt our ways and the loyalty 
to Jesus Christ that drives those ways.  
 

Thinking of ourselves as ambassadors guides us rightly as we navigate the post-Christian world. 
Peter never uses the term, but he makes a powerful case, nonetheless. 
Let’s think of ourselves as ambassadors.  


