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about this service
The origins of Choral Evensong go back many centuries, and have their roots in the 
ancient patterns of monastic worship, which were based on the regular singing of all 
150 psalms and the systematic reading of the Bible. Brief services, or offices, were said or 
sung throughout the day and night, in accordance with St. Paul’s instruction to ‘pray 
without ceasing’, so that the whole of the daily routine of monks and nuns could be 
sanctified and offered to God. In the aftermath of the Reformation in England, the first 
Book of Common Prayer (published in 1549) combined elements from a number of the 
monastic offices to form the dual services of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer, or 
Evensong. Each has as its central feature the recitation or singing of the Psalms; readings 
from Scripture; and prayers for the Church, the world, and those in need. Both services 
have fixed songs or canticles associated with them, including the Magnificat (the Song 
of Mary from St. Luke’s Gospel) and the Nunc dimittis (the Song of Simeon from St. 
Luke’s Gospel) at Evensong. This format was formalized in The Book of Common Prayer 
1662 and has remained largely unchanged ever since.

about the music
Herbert Brewer premiered his Evening Canticles in D at the 1927 Three Choirs Festival 
in Hereford Cathedral, marking a longstanding association with the festival since his 
tenure as an organist at Gloucester Cathedral. Brewer’s concise setting shines in its 
simplicity and tranquility, notably in the Nunc dimittis. The Magnificat contrasts with 
beautiful, soaring phrases and a memorable triplet motif.

Henry Balfour Gardiner’s Evening Hymn holds a cherished place within the English 
choral repertoire. Setting the text of the office hymn of Compline, Gardiner displays 
his rich harmonic palette and adeptness at crafting seamless crescendos, utilizing the full 
capacity of a romantic organ, such as the one here at Incarnation.

      
Following this service, all are warmly invited to a reception in the Narthex.

Cover art: Evensong (depicting St. Cecilia, patron saint of musicians), John Melhuish Strudwick
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Solemn Evensong
Organ Voluntary
Postlude pour l’office de Complies	 Jehan Alain (1911–1940)

All stand at the entrance of the procession. The Officiant first reads one or more sentences of Scripture.

Invitatory	 Craig Phillips (b. 1961)
Officiant	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant	  O God, make speed to save us.
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Officiant	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s Name be praised.

All sit.

Psalm 111				    Confitebor tibi	 Chant by Richard Woodward (1626–1669)

I  will give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart: 
   secretly among the faithful, and in the congregation.

The works of the Lord are great: sought out of all them that have pleasure therein.
His work is worthy to be praised and had in honour:  and his righteousness endureth for ever.
The merciful and gracious Lord hath so done his marvellous works: 
    that they ought to be had in remembrance.
He hath given meat unto them that fear him:  he shall ever be mindful of his covenant.
He hath shewed his people the power of his works:  that he may give them the heritage of the heathen.
The works of his hands are verity and judgement:  all his commandments are true.
They stand fast for ever and ever:  and are done in truth and equity.
He sent redemption unto his people:  he hath commanded his covenant for ever; 
    holy and reverend is his Name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: 
    a good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever.

Psalm 112				    Beatus vir	 Chant by Edgar Priest (1878–1935)

B lessed is the man that feareth the Lord: he hath great delight in his commandments.
His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the faithful shall be blessed.

Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house: and his righteousness endureth for ever.
Unto the godly there ariseth up light in the darkness: he is merciful, loving, and righteous.
A good man is merciful, and lendeth: and will guide his words with discretion.
For he shall never be moved: and the righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance.
He will not be afraid of any evil tidings: for his heart standeth fast, and believeth in the Lord.

(continued overleaf )
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His heart is established, and will not shrink: until he see his desire upon his enemies.
He hath dispersed abroad, and given to the poor: and his righteousness remaineth for ever; his horn shall 
    be exalted with honour.
The ungodly shall see it, and it shall grieve him: he shall gnash with his teeth, and consume away; the 
    desire of the ungodly shall perish.

Psalm 113				    Laudate, pueri	 Chant by Francis Jackson (1917–2022)

P raise the Lord, ye servants:  O praise the Name of the Lord.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord:  from this time forth for evermore.

The Lord’s Name is praised: from the rising up of the sun unto the going down of the same.
The Lord is high above all heathen: and his glory above the heavens.
Who is like unto the Lord our God, that hath his dwelling so high: and yet humbleth himself to 
    behold the things that are in heaven and earth?
He taketh up the simple out of the dust:  and lifteth the poor out of the mire;
That he may set him with the princes:  even with the princes of his people.
He maketh the barren woman to keep house:  and to be a joyful mother of children.

The People stand as the Choir sings
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost :
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

All sit.

The First Lesson  	 Genesis 1:1—2:3

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete chaos, and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God 

said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the third day. And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky 
to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them 
in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate 
the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fourth day. And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
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the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 
moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw 
that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God said, 
“Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the 
earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle 
of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humans in his image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; 
you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And 
it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On 
the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the 
work that he had done in creation.

All stand.

Magnificat		  		     Service in D	 Herbert Brewer (1865–1928)

My  soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and 
meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

All sit.

The Second Lesson 	 John 1:29–34

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said 
to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.”
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All stand.

Nunc Dimittis		  		     Service in D 	 Herbert Brewer

Lord,  now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the 

Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostle’s Creed
The People and Choir chant in unison

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the commu- 
nion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,   and the life everlasting.

The Prayers	 Craig Phillips
Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.
Officiant	 Let us pray.

All kneel as the Choir sings
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

Officiant	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant	 O Lord, save the State.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Officiant	 Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
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Officiant	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.

Officiant	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

Officiant	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim him thy beloved Son 
and anoint him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the 

covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with thee and the same Spirit 
liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Second Collect, for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy 
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy command- 

ments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest 
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Anthem 	 		  H. Balfour Gardiner (1877–1950)

All kneel.

The General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and 
hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving‑kindness to us and to all men. We bless thee for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly 

Te lucis ante terminum, rerum Creator,
poscimus ut pro tua clementia 

sis præsul et custodia.
Procul recedant somnia et noctium phantasmata;
hostemque nostrum comprime,
 ne polluantur corpora.
Præsta, Pater piissime, Patrique compar Unice,
cum Spiritu Paraclito regnans per omne sæculum.
Amen.

To thee, before the close of day creator of the world, 
we pray that with thy wonted favor, thou wouldst 
be our guard and keeper now. From all ill dreams 
defend our eyes, from nightly fears and fantasies: 
tread under foot our ghostly foe, that no pollution we 
may know. O Father, that we ask be done through 
Jesus Christ thine only Son, who, with the Holy 
Ghost and thee, shall live and reign eternally. 
Amen.

Office Hymn for Compline, c. 6th cent.
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thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 

The Officiant then says A Prayer of St. Chrysostom, saying
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications
unto thee; and dost promise, that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant
their requests; Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for
them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

All stand.

The Dismissal
Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.

Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord.
Choir	 Thanks be to God.

Officiant	 The  grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 		
	 Ghost, be with us all evermore.
Choir	 Amen.

Hymn 117
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning	 Morning Star
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Podcasts of Evensong services are published weekly at incarnation.org/evensong


