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As you take your seat, let me invite you to open your Bible back to Genesis chapter 22 this 

morning.  If you’re a guest, whether in the room or catching us by video, welcome home.  And the 

question I want to ask you this morning, is it truly well with your soul?  That was a powerful time 

of worship where we declare that truth.  But I wonder if for some of us today, it might be coming 

from a hollow heart that’s happened because of hardship.  The last time we were in Genesis, we 

saw the way that Abraham had faced these two tests, the challenges and trials, the pull towards 

responding to the challenges of life by fear and by flesh.  That by fear he questioned whether God 

could do what needs to be done.  By the flesh he tried to do what needed to be done in his own 

strength.  And what we’ll find this morning as we come to Genesis 22 is that God is preparing 

Abraham for one final test.  You’ll see the whole story of Abraham in the book of Genesis is a 

story bookended by two tests.  If you were to go back to Genesis 12 right after the calling of 

Abraham, there’s a famine in the land.  And he fails the test by fleeing to Egypt, seeking his 

provision from man rather that from God.  And now in the last major moment of his life, he is face 

to face with another test.  This one from God.  A trial.  An unthinkable trial that he encounters.  

And what we find is a very different reaction.  And what we’ll see in the text today is that in the 

life of Abraham, in the story of Genesis 22, it’s showing us a path towards hope and victory in the 

midst of the hardships and the trials that you walked in here with this morning.  So let’s pick up in 

the text beginning down in Genesis 22, beginning in verse 1.  Here’s what it says: 

 

 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 

I am.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 

of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 

tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 

young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 

arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted 

up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 

with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 



6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took 

in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 

 

Father, as we face this familiar passage, I pray that it lands on us in a fresh way, God.  The way 

that You, in Your grace have made a way for us when there is no way.  Just like You did for 

Abraham and his son, Isaac.  Lord, I lift up the men and women in this room to You today who 

are carrying deep burdens.  Who might feel hardship and suffering overwhelming their lives.  I 

pray that You would grant them a sense of peace, a sense of victory, a sense of hope even in the 

midst of these trials.  And we pray these things in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

 

If you’ve been paying any attention to the news whatsoever, you know that just a few weeks ago 

a 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit right there in the region of Turkey and Syria followed by hundreds 

of aftershocks that have just devastated that part of the world.  In fact, the death toll has climbed 

to an astounding 40,000 people.  But even in the midst of all of the suffering and the loss and the 

brokenness, there have been these bright spots of hope that have come because there have been 

rescues from the wreckage.  I came across a story of two brothers who were pinned under the 

rubble for over 8 days.  But they lived.  And the way they lived is they survived off of the protein 

powder they used to take in conjunction with their workouts and sustain them.  So for all you 

aspiring athletes, keep taking it.  They used that for the fuel they needed.  I came across a story of 

another situation where a mom who was pregnant was pinned under the rubble.  She went into 

labor.  She gave birth there beneath the debris that had collapsed all around her.  She lost her own 

life.  But that baby lived.  And when the rescuers got under the rubble, they uncovered that baby, 

still breathing, still attached to its mom through an umbilical cord.  And they were able to rush it 

off to the hospital and rescue its life.  Hope in the midst of hardship. 

 

Now look, you and I, chances are, none of us have ever been in the middle of an earthquake like 

that.  We’ve never been buried under the rubble and the wreckage of collapsed buildings.  But I 

know that many of us have faced similar situations in our own lives.  Where it feels as if the world 

is collapsing around us.  It feels as if the trials are too much to bear.  It feels like the hardship is 

more than we can handle.  And we wrestle in those moments with a sense of doubt, desperation.  

We have lost hope.  And what we’re going to find this morning in this text is Genesis 22 brings us 

face to face with what to do in the midst of trials.  Now the challenges is, this is a familiar passage.  

We know how the story ends.  And so it can lose its force on us.  It’s like for some of you who 

you might miss an A&M sports game and you record it on your TV and you go home to watch it.  

And when you turn it on, the process messes up and you see the final score before you watch the 

game.  Nobody’s been frustrated like that like I have before, right?  Like, seriously!  And what 

happens is, when you know what the outcome is, it robs you of the tension of the moment.  You 

don’t have the same intensity, the same stress.  And the danger here with Genesis 22 is we know 

how it ends.  We know there’s a happy finish.  We know there’s a continuation of the promise.  

And the danger is, that can cause it to lose its force on our hearts.  But put yourself in Abraham’s 

shoes.  Abraham doesn’t know what’s going to happen.  But this trial is in front of him.  And as 

we walk our way through Genesis 22, here’s what we’re going to find.  We’re going to see one of 

the clearest pictures of a preview of the Gospel in all the book of Genesis.  And we’re going to see 

the pathway to hope in the midst of trials.  It’s going to show us three things we have to do when 

we face trials of many kinds.  And I want you to notice the first one back in verse 1.  It shows us 

that we need to endure with faithful obedience.  You see, this is one of the most troubling passages 

in Scripture.  Why?  Well, look back at what God commands Abraham to do in verse 2.  It says: 



 

 2“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer there him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 

 

So God commands Abraham to sacrifice his own son.  To take his life.  And by virtue of that, to 

put the promise of the covenant in danger.  How could God do that?  Especially when we know 

elsewhere later on in the book of Deuteronomy 12:31 has this to say about the pagan nations around 

Israel. 

 

 31You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way, for every abominable thing that 

the LORD hates they have done for their gods, for they even burn their sons and their 

daughters in the fire to their gods. 

 

So what God condemns in Deuteronomy 12, He commends right here in Genesis 22.  How do we 

make sense of that?  What’s going on here in the text?  Well, we find our answer back in verse 1 

at the beginning of the passage.  It tells us: 

 

 1After these things God tested Abraham 

 

We had just watched Abraham turn away from Him and fail the test in fear as he treated Sarah like 

his sister before Abimelech.  He had watched the way that Abraham had turned away from Him 

in the flesh through the fathering of not just Isaac but Ishmael.  And the way that he tried to take 

the promise through his own strength.  And in the aftermath of those failures, God brings him face 

to face with an unthinkable test.  Will he respond in fear or faith?  Will he depend on himself or 

on God?  And how does he respond to this test?  Because if we could see it here, it could give us 

a window into how we face the trials that come in our life.  And make no mistake, they are either 

there or they’re coming.  That difficult conversation, that surprising breakup, that unexpected 

layoff, that unimaginable diagnosis, that broken relationship.  Some of you walked in here with a 

limp this morning.  Some of you are going to experience that in the future.  How do we stand in 

the midst of hardship?  Well, Abraham shows us several ways that we need to respond to trials 

with the same kind of faithful obedience we see in his life.  So, the first way we see that play out 

in his life is that faithful obedience begins with being available.  So, notice what happens at the 

end of verse 1.  It says: 

 

 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!”  And he said, “Here 

I am.” 

 

Here I am.  Three times we see that in the text, here I am.  Abraham is giving to God his availability.  

You, know sometimes in trials we can become so focused on the hardship that we forget the bigger 

picture of what God is doing.  We get consumed by the moment instead of focused on the Father.  

And Abraham shows us if we want to walk well in trials through faithful obedience, it starts with 

our availability.  But notice how it also continues through our intentionality.  So, verses 3 & 4, we 

see that intentionality.  What does Abraham do?  He gets up early.  He gathers together the group.  

He gathers the wood.  They go off on this long journey.  In fact, verse 4 tells us that they travelled 

for 3 days to this place.  Can you just imagine what would have been going through his head this 

entire time?  Every step he gets closer to slaughtering his only son of the promise.  And yet he 

keeps taking step after step in the midst of the trial.  Sometimes trials can knock us back.  We don’t 



want to respond to them.  We become passive.  We see ourselves as a victim of the moment.  But 

that’s not what Abraham did.  He responded with intentionality.  He walked forward in faith and 

God sustained him.  But notice how it culminates.  Because we also see that faithful obedience 

comes by being steadfast.  And that’s what happens in verses 5 and 6.  They get to the spot.  He 

gathers the wood.  He loads it onto Isaac.  He’s got to haul the wood to where the offering is made.  

He gathers the fire and the knife.  He’s going to see this trial through the end.  There’s a steadfast 

commitment that’s there. 

 

But more importantly, look back at the end of verse 5 with me.  Because we also see a steadfast 

hope here.  Notice what he says to the ones who stayed behind, at the second half of verse 5.  He 

says: 

 

 I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you. 

 

And in the original language, that phrase “come again” is in the plural.  Abraham doesn’t say, 

“We’re going to go over there and worship and then I’m going to come back after I kill my son.”  

No.  What he says is, “We’re coming back.”  There’s a hope here.  He doesn’t know how God is 

going to make a way through this test.  He doesn’t know how God is going to deliver his son 

through the trial.  But he believes it before he experiences it.  That’s the kind of steadfast hope you 

and I need in the midst of the trials we face in our life. 

 

So, how can we embody this approach to trials and remain available, intentional, and steadfast?  

Well, I love the way that James 1:12 puts it.  You’ll see it on the screen here.  It tells us how to do 

that when we face trials.  It says: 

 

 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he 

will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him. 

 

So what is James saying?  He says that a clear picture of our future can sustain us in the present.  

That when we keep our eyes fixed on our destination, it can sustain us in the middle of the 

difficulty.  You press on with steadfastness, with intentionality, because you know of the reward 

that is to come.  It’s why Paul tells us that our life in momentary afflictions are only preparing for 

us an eternal way to glory.  When our souls are downcast because the trials that we face, we can 

look to our future with the same hope that Abraham showed here.  And why did he have that hope?  

Because of the way that this passage previews the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  You see, the problem 

is, we could just look at Abraham’s response to the trial and assume that this is just an example 

for us on how to live faithfully in hardship.  But the truth of the matter is this.  That all of us fail 

the test.  All of us falter in the hardship, in the trial.  All of us stand condemned before God.  Judged 

for our sins.  Falling short of His design.  And the beauty of Genesis 22 is it doesn’t just call us to 

endure through faithful obedience, it shows us a preview of the faithful obedience of Jesus.  So 

look back at the picture in verse 2.  Notice what it says. 

 

 Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 

 

There’s this preview of the Gospel both in who is being sacrificed and where they’re being 

sacrificed.  Just as Abraham is called to sacrifice his one and only son, John 3:16 tells us that God 

so loved the world that He gave what?  His only Son.  That whosever believes in Him will not 



perish but have everlasting life.  This one, willing to give up the son of the covenant, his only son, 

is pointing ahead to that coming one and only Son, Jesus Christ.  But what about where this takes 

place?  You see it mentioned there at the end of verse 2.  The land of Moriah.  You might miss the 

significance of this.  But the mountaintop that Abraham goes up on to sacrifice his son, Isaac, we 

find out later in the Old Testament is the exact location where they built the temple for the people 

of God.  So this first sacrifice anticipates that entire sacrificial system that would occur and take 

place right at that same spot.  And as we know, that entire sacrificial system of the Old Testament 

is pushing forward to what God is doing in His Son, the ultimate sacrifice for our sins.  By His 

blood He pays our debt.  He washes away our guilt.  He makes us whiter than snow.  How?  

Because the one and only Son makes a once and for all sacrifice for us.  So let’s keep going now.  

Beginning down in verse 7 we see a second reality of how to face the trials that surround us.  It’s 

not just to endure with faithful obedience, but second, to embrace our substitutionary sacrifice.  To 

embrace our substitutionary sacrifice.  So pick back up with me here in the text beginning in verse 

7. 

 

 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He 

said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham 

said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went 

both of them together.  9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham 

built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the 

altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and he took the knife to 

slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the 

boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld 

your son, your only son, from me.”  13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and 

behold, behind him was a ram, caught in the thickets by his horns. And Abraham went and 

took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called 

the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 

the LORD it shall be provided.” 

 

So, we see this moment take place in verse 7.  They’re carrying the wood.  They’ve got the fire.  

They’ve got the knife.  And all of a sudden, somewhere along the way, Isaac realizes something’s 

missing.  You ever had one of those moments?  You set out on a road trip, you’re travelling 

somewhere and you realize you forgot something important.  I remember years ago being asked 

to preach down in Georgia and I made it all the way down there.  I got to my hotel room and as I 

began to get out of the truck and go into the hotel, I realized that my suitcase was back in 

Tennessee.  Which meant I had to make a quick trip over to the mall to pick up something that I 

could wear the next day and a toothbrush so that they wouldn’t be scared off by the bad breath 

coming from the pulpit.  Isaac has this moment where he realizes something’s missing.  And he 

looks at his dad in verse 7 and says, “Where’s the ram?  Where’s the sacrifice?”  And what happens 

is, Abraham responds in a way that shows us how he embraces what God is about to do.  And 

through the way the he responds, it shows us how we need to embrace the plan of God in our lives 

in the midst of trials.  That we need to embrace the substitutionary sacrifice that God provides.  

And what happens here is he opens up several dimensions of his life to the movement of God in 

the midst of trials.  So you’ll notice begin with that Abraham opens his hands and trusts God’s 

plan.  It’s what we see back in verse 8.  It says, 

 



 “God will provide for himself the lamb of the burnt offering, my son.”  So they went both 

of them together. 

 

Abraham doesn’t know how this is going to work.  He’s speaking better than he might have even 

believed at the moment.  He doesn’t know how God is going to provide but he opens his hands in 

trust.  He opens his hands to God’s plan for the moment.  And not only does Abraham respond in 

faith, look back at the end of verse 8, so does Isaac.  Because it tells us that both of them went 

together.  We know that last time we saw Abraham take up a knife to use it on Isaac.  It was to 

mark him out to the sign of the covenant through circumcision.  Now we know that as he takes the 

knife, he is about to use it in order to take the life of the promised son of the covenant.  And yet 

even in the midst of that, his hands are open in trust to what God is doing in trial.  And we get a 

picture of that in James 2 where James is writing about this moment and speaking of the way that 

we see Abraham’s faith in action through his works.  It says in James 2:21, you’ll see it on the 

screen. 

 

 21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the 

altar?  22You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his 

works; 23and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 

 

So what is James saying here?  That this act by Abraham is a fulfillment of the faith that he’s 

already shown.  That he is saved by faith alone but that faith doesn’t stay alone.  It manifests itself 

in good works.  Even to the point of sacrificing his son.  You see, our works, what we do for God, 

is not the root of our faith, it’s the fruit of our faith.  And we see that on display right here in the 

life of Abraham as he opens his hands to God’s plan.  But notice now down in verse 12.  You’ll 

see the way that Abraham opens his ears and understands God’s perspective.  Because right here 

at this moment, he’s got the knife.  He is towering over his son.  There is probably both this sense 

of despair and resolve at the same moment.  And just as he’s about to come down upon him, the 

angel of the Lord calls out to him, he says, “Here I am.”  That same availability.  And he opens his 

ears to understand God’s perspective.  Look at what the angel says there. 

 

 “Do not lay your hand on the boy,” in verse 12, “or do anything to him, for now I know 

that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 

 

So it could seem like this text is saying that God was waiting there with uncertainty, which way is 

Abraham going to go?  What’s he going to do?  When in reality, what’s taking place here is not 

that this moment is completing God’s knowledge, but it’s completing Abraham’s faith.  When it 

says, now I know what you’re going to do, it is a revelation to Abraham that he has passed the test.  

And he opens his ears, he now sees this moment from God’s perspective.  And a third thing takes 

place here.  He then opens eyes and he sees God’s substitute.  And what is that substitute that verse 

13 tells us about?  It says, 

 

 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught 

in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 

offering instead of his son. 

 



And what we find in this passage culminating in this ram is the picture of the Gospel in this text 

of salvation by substitution.  That God takes the one who is facing certain death, the one who is 

under the judgment, who is under the knife, and he replaces them.  He pulls them out of the 

judgment and puts something in its place.  That through the shedding of the blood of this ram, he 

absolves Isaac from the death he would have otherwise experienced.  And this is one of those 

moments we can’t look past.  We have to see the beauty of the picture of the Gospel all over this 

passage.  I mean, when you look back at verse 8 and Abraham declares, “God will provide the 

lamb”, it’s pointing forward to the way that the Gospels tell us that Jesus is the Lamb of God that 

takes away the sins of the world.  Or when we look back at verse 9 and we see Isaac carrying the 

wood to his own death.  He’s strapped there on the wood as the knife is about to fall and the flames 

are about to rise.  And it points ahead to another Son of the promise who would be strapped to 

wood too.  But He wouldn’t come off that one like Isaac did.  He suffered in our place.  And we 

see here in the giving of this ram, this picture of substitution, the way that Paul speaks about it in 

2 Corinthians 5:21 when he says, for God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so 

that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  There’s this great exchange that takes 

place.  If you find yourself walking in here this morning and you’ve never met Jesus, and you’re 

wracked by the guilt of your sin, and you’re wondering if He can ever accept you.  If you’re 

wondering, “Can I finally do enough good that He will welcome me into His kingdom?”  The 

answer is, “No.  Not on your own.”  But what this text is showing us is that what we couldn’t do 

ourselves, God did for us in His Son.  He opens Abraham’s eyes to see the ram.  And that 

substitution takes place.  He dies in Isaac’s place.  His blood is shed in his place and Isaac is raised 

from that alter to walk in newness of life.  And isn’t what God does for us in Jesus?  We’re dead 

in our sin.  No way of escape on our own.  And He makes a way where there is no way.  And the 

way we experience that is when the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to see our need of that salvation.  

When He opens up our pathway to that salvation through the shed blood of His Son.  And if you’ve 

never experienced that this morning, we are calling for you to put your trust and your hope in Jesus 

Christ.  It’s the only way you’re ever going to make it through the trials in this life. 

 

But there’s one other reality I want you to notice briefly at the end of the passage.  If we want to 

stand in the midst of trials, we need to also experience our covenant promise.  So let’s read down 

here through the end of the passage, beginning in verse 15 where it says: 

 

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, 

“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not 

withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 

offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gates of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19So Abraham 

returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham 

lived at Beersheba.  20Now after these things it was told to Abraham, “Behold, Milcah 

also has borne children to your brother Nahor: 21Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, 

Kemuel the father of Aram, 22Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23(Bethuel 

fathered Rebekah.) These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24Moreover, 

his concubine, whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah. 

 

Haven’t y’all missed some of those difficult to pronounce names?  It’s been a few weeks.  Why 

does Moses tuck that genealogy right there at the end?  It seems like it’s totally disconnected.  



You’ll see the answer back in verse 23 when it tells us in the parentheses in your passage, Bethuel 

fathered Rebekah.  It’s showing us in verse 23 the connection between this, the last big act in 

Abraham’s life, and what is to come next starting in Genesis 24 with Isaac and his beloved wife 

who he will soon receive, named Rebekah.  And it’s showing us connection.  That as God keeps 

His promise through the sparing of the life of Isaac, He doesn’t just give Him new life, He’s setting 

the stage for giving him a new wife.  But before it gets there, we see the way that in this passage 

it calls us to experience our covenant promise through this renewal of the covenant that takes place.  

Now remember, each time we’ve seen the covenant given to Abraham in chapter 12 and chapter 

15 and chapter 17, we see the same three dimensions of it over and over again.  That there will be 

a new people living in a new place living out a new purpose.  And there’s nothing different about 

this one.  It’s the exact same reality.  You look back at the beginning of verse 17 and you see the 

picture of a new place when it says, “I will surely bless you and multiply your offspring as the 

stars of heave and as the sand of the seashore.”  In other words, their number will be so great of 

this new people, you can’t even count them.  What about the new place?  Well, look at the second 

half of verse 17.  It says, 

 

 And your offspring shall possess the gates of his enemies. 

 

In other words, there’s this promise of victory over the enemies of the people of God that will 

allow them to possess the new place he’s promised to them.  And how about that new purpose?  

We see it in verse 18 there when it speaks about this new purpose.  And it says, 

 

 18and you in your offspring shall al the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 

obeyed my voice. 

 

In other words, Abraham’s faithful obedience in the midst of trials is what sets the stage for this 

new purpose.  To be a blessing to the nations.  And as we look at this passage, there’s one last 

reality we need to see to make sense of it.  And it comes from the way the book of Hebrews talks 

about it in Hebrews chapter 11 when the author’s going through the hall of faith and all those who 

have gone before us, walking faithfully with Jesus.  Beginning in verse 17 it shows us that this 

moment in Genesis 22 is rooted in a resurrection hope.  It tells us there, 

 

 17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 

promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18of whom it was said, “Through Isaac 

shall your offspring be named.” 19He considered that God was able even to raise him from 

the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 

 

So what’s the text saying to us this morning?  It’s not just that Genesis 22 gives us a picture of the 

cross of Christ, it’s that also Genesis 22 gives us a picture of the resurrection of Christ.  I mean, 

when he says there in verse 19 that God was able to raise him from the dead from which 

figuratively speaking, he did receive him back, it’s reminding us of the reality that as Isaac was 

strapped there on the wood with the knife above him, ready to be plunged into his chest, that he 

was as good as dead.  And figuratively speaking, Hebrews tells us, God raised him from the dead.  

He made a way where there was no way.  He brought him back to newness of life in a way that 

pictures what God has done for us in His Son.  That He’s not just a substitution, He’s the Savior.  

He’s the one that lives in the heavenly places, ruling and reigning so that no matter what trial you 



face today, what hardship has happened to you, what guilt has gripped your life, there’s a 

resurrection hope in the midst of all our trials that enables us to keep pressing on. 

 

Will you pray with me towards that end right now? 

 

Father, Your word tells us that we will face trials of many kinds.  Lord, none of us may experience 

one exactly like Abraham did here, but we know that in a broken world that is gripped by sin, with 

an enemy that is out to destroy our lives and to wreck our faith that we will face trials of many 

kinds, God.  And I pray that in this moment as we remember what You’ve done in this text, that it 

causes us not to look in inward independence on ourselves but upward desperate dependence on 

You.  Lord, I don’t know if there are people in here this morning that walked in broken, 

discouraged, despairing.  But I pray You’ll bind up the broken hearted.  You’ll give rest to the 

weary.  That You’ll help us to take up Your yoke because Your yoke is easy and Your burden is 

light.  And that You will open our eyes just like you did with Abraham to the sacrificial substitute 

You’ve given us in Your Son.  And that all our hope would be found in Him and not of the things 

in this world.  We ask this in Christ’s name.  Amen. 


