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Amen and good morning, Central family.  Happy New Year.  Happy 2023.  I hope you have not 

already failed at your resolutions.  I did talk to one person this morning.  I won't name his name 

who said, I made a resolution.  It's 9:00 AM.  I've already failed.  So, if that's you, His mercies are 

new every morning.  If you have your Bibles, would you turn with me to Ephesians chapter 2.  As 

we look into the New Year, it's always a great time for New Year's resolutions, refocusing, a new 

vision.  But it's also a time of self-reflection.  Many of us will look back at 2022, evaluate our 

lives, what was good, what was bad, maybe it was a tough year.  Maybe you felt like you didn't 

accomplish everything you wanted to.  And maybe even, as I went to the Google this week, if you 

look up, what is the purpose of life or what are the existential questions of life?  I came upon one 

website that said the 61 existential questions of life.  I kept moving.  I said, if there's 61 questions 

I need to know, that's more information than I need.  But if you look seriously at that question, you 

will generally come up with four answers.  Why am I here?  Where did I come from?  Where am 

I going?  And who am I?  And the great news this morning is that the word of God has the answer 

for those four questions.  And specifically in Ephesians 2, God gives us the answer to the question, 

who am I in several different aspects?  So, I want you to read with me.  Starting in verse 4, 

Ephesians chapter 2. 

 

 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, 5even 

when we were dead in our trespasses, made alive together, made us alive together with 

Christ - by grace you have been saved - 6and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him 

in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages He might show measurable 

riches of His grace and kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

Would you pray with me? 

 

Father God, we come to you this morning from a variety of different places.  Lord, there are some 

that walk into this building today excited, exuberant about a new year with great hope.  Coming 



off of 2022 with joy.  But Lord, there's also those that walk in with loss, hurt, doubt, and fear.  

God, I pray that today You would speak to our hearts, reminding us who we are in Christ, and 

giving us a vision for what You have done in us and what You have us to do through You.  We 

pray all these things in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

So, here's the question.  Who am I?  If I ask you that question right now, if I had you take out a 

piece of paper and a pen or on your notes on your phone and said, “Write down definitions of who 

you are.”  Here's some areas that you might write down.  One would be relationships.  For me, if  

you said relationships, well, I'm a father.  I'm a son.  I'm a husband.  And then you can trickle on 

down to uncle, nephew, grandson, all those other things, right?  Another area might be physical 

attributes, right?  Tall, short, thin, not so thin.  Uh one of my nicknames in the youth group is “the 

eagle’.  If you don't know why, it's not because they think I'm majestic or wise.  If you haven't 

figured it out, I can explain it to you later, right?  So, sometimes we identify ourselves by physical 

appearance.  Another is occupation.  Doctor, lawyer, teacher, whatever that might be.  We find our 

identity in what we do.  Or maybe it's hobbies and skills.  I'm an artist.  I'm a musician.  I'm a 

hunter.  I'm this.  I'm that.  And we find something we love to do.  I'm an athlete, these things.  And 

say, my identity is in this.  Or then, one of my favorites, we identify by groups.  Now, I love the 

high school campus.  If you go on a high school campus today, there'll be no one there because it's 

Sunday.  But if you go to a high school campus later this week and you walk through the halls or 

especially the cafeteria, you will notice that there are different groups.  Now, I grew up in in high 

school in the 80’s.  I don't know if you got any s babies in here or whatever.  But in the 80’s, we 

had groups, right?  Here were our groups.  Okay, you had the athletes which also included the 

cheerleaders, whatever reason, you can argue whether cheer is a sport, okay?  We add, like we 

called the nerds, they were the smart people and we despise them because they're actually smart.  

So, you had to come up with a name that disparage them.  You had the band crew, okay?  You had 

what we called the ropers.  These were the guys.  Now, we lived in Dallas, okay?  These were the 

guys that thought they were cowboys but had no idea what they were doing.  Okay, they wore the 

hats, the buckles, the boots, all of that.  But unlike many people here, they didn't fit the bill.  Then, 

you had the stoners, right?  We know what that is, right?  But people are looking for identity and 

they will align with a group to find that identity. 

 

But here's the reality, certain identities, certain aspects of who we are are more significant than 

others.  I'll give you an example.  Okay, my identity as a husband is much more important than my 

identity as a hunter.  Although my wife may question that at times, okay?  My identity as a pastor 

supersedes any identity I might find in my physical abilities or appearance, right?  So, we have 

certain parts of our identity that are more significant than others.  And then, here's the key as we 

dive into this passage.  The most important aspects of our identity are directly related to how we 

perceive and walk and connect to God Himself.  Anything outside of that is secondary.  First and 

foremost, how we connect to God, how we identify to God, how we relate to God, defines our 

most important identities.  So, Ephesians 2:1 through 10, we're going to look at three aspects of 

our identity that God lays out through Paul in this passage to set us up for a direction for 2023.   

 

Here's the first one. My identity is defined by my problem.  Read with me starting in verse 1. 

 

 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked. following the 

course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now is at 

work in the sons of disobedience - 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 



flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 

Here’s number 1.  I am a sinner.  Now you’re saying, “Jeremy, are you seriously going to start out 

2023 by talking about sin?”  Yes, we are, right?  The reality is, we don’t like to talk about sin.  It’s 

uncomfortable, it’s embarrassing, it’s shameful.  We want to push it aside.  We want to leave it 

behind us.  But the reality for us as Christians, and even more importantly this morning if you have 

not made a decision to follow Christ, is we must understand the role that sin plays or has played 

in our identity.  So, let's look at what Paul says.  Number one, he says, we are dead in trespasses 

and sin.  Sin isn't just something we play with.  Sin isn't just something that displeases God a little 

bit.  It literally brings death.  We go back to Genesis where Adam and Eve ate from the fruit in the 

garden.  And the moment that they ate, two things happened.  Spiritual death immediately 

occurred.  At that moment, they were separated from God spiritually.  And physical death began.  

And we know as we read throughout the New Testament, especially in Romans, that as sin came 

through one man, Adam, everyone of us is born into sin.  So, therefore, we all are spiritually dead.  

We all are heading toward physical death.  It's a sad reality of our existence but it's one that we 

must recognize.  What does that look like?  Well, he gives us three aspects or areas that influence, 

but are not the source of our sin.  Look what he says.  Starting in the second, in verse two. 

 

 2in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 

 

The first influence on our lives towards sinful behavior is the course of this world.  Now, I don't 

have to go very far down the news reel to tell you that our world is on a course that is in opposition 

to God’s desires, right.  If you want to go and read Romans 1:18 through 32, I encourage you to 

do that later.  But Paul lays out a picture of what a culture that has rejected the Lord looks like.  

And our culture today is looking more and more like what Paul wrote in that passage.  So, we need 

to understand that we have a culture that is in opposition to the Lord.  And it is going to influence 

us towards sin.  Number two, he says, 

 

 following the power or the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 

the sons of disobedience. 

 

This is satan himself.  Okay, the devil didn't make you do it but he sure wants to encourage you 

to.  Here's the question, when was the last time you really thought about the influence of satan in 

your life?  Satan didn't want you to think about his influence in your life.  But the reality is he's 

real, he exists, and his desire is to destroy you.  First Peter 5:8. 

 

 8Be sober, be vigilant for the devil roams around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 

devour. 

 

Many of us have forgot about him and he's perfectly fine with that.  But we need to remember, he 

has an influence on us towards him.  And then number three, he says this, 

 

 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 

body and the mind. 

 



The third area that influences us towards sin is our own flesh.  Okay, our own desires that have 

been broken by the sin of Adam and the sin in our lives.  And I want you to notice this.  He says, 

the sins of our passions in our body and our mind.  If we think back to the Old Testament, 10 

Commandments, the focus was primarily on outward works of behavior.  Okay.  Thou shalt not 

kill, thou shalt not steal, don’t bear false witness, do not commit adultery, right.  These are actual 

outward acts.  But in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus pulled back the veil of the reality of sin.  He 

said, if you look on a upon a woman lustfully, you've committed adultery in your heart.  If you 

hate someone in your heart, it's the same as murder.  And so, the sin of our body all of a sudden 

becomes something more in depth.  When we look at our mind and our heart.  In fact, most sins 

begin in our mind.  In fact, many sins happen in our minds.  And so, our flesh, both body and mind, 

is tempting us to walk away from the Lord.  That's why in Romans 12 he says, but be renewed or 

be restored by the renewing of your mind, transformed by the renewing of your mind.  So, here's 

the bottom line.  We are dead in our trespasses and sin and there are three things that are striving 

to lead us astray.  But I want you to notice the ultimate source of our sin.  It's at the end of verse 

3. 

 

 and we're by nature children of wrath. 

 

That simple word, er phrase, by nature, is the key, right?  The devil didn't make me do it.  I wasn't 

born good and culture influenced me.  By nature, because of the sin of Adam, I was born dead in 

sin.  Romans 6:23  says, for the wages of sin is death.  And so, so from the beginning, I am a 

sinner.  And then here's the, here's the really rough part of this whole passage.  Not only am I dead, 

okay, but there's a judgment cast upon me.  I am a child of wrath.  If you ask a general person on 

the street, are we all children of God?  It's a wonderful phrase.  Yes.  God created us.  We're all 

children of God.  But the reality is, apart from Christ, we are children of wrath.  In fact, if you look 

at John 1:12, he said, those who believed he gave the rights to be called the children of God.  So, 

our connection to God as a child is directly connected to our belief in Jesus Christ.  And apart from 

Him, we are a child of wrath.  And you say, “Wait a minute, God’s a God of love.  How can He 

show wrath toward me?”  Think about this, just this week they arrested a man for the murder of 

four college students in Idaho.  I guarantee you today, that those parents of those children are very 

excited and pleased as they can be in the situation.  That justice will be brought against this man.  

we love justice when it's on our behalf.  But when justice is against us all the sudden we want to 

cry foul.  But we don't understand that if God is loving He also must be just.  But His justice is 

perfect because of His love which we're going to see in verses 4 through 9.  So number one, my 

identity is impacted, influenced by the fact that I have a problem and it is sin.  I'm a sinner. 

 

But here's number two.  My identity is defined by God's provision.  I am a saint.  Read with me 

again starting in verse four. 

 

 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, 5even 

when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ - by grace you 

have been saved - 6and raised up with Him and seated us with him in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages He might show the immeasurable riches of His 

grace and kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

The bad news is, we're all sinners.  The good news is God decided, chose from the beginning of 

time, to make a way to reconcile us from our sin.  So, the first question is, why would God do this?  



It's found in verse four.  Number one, He is rich in mercy.  And number two, He has great love 

toward us.  Now, those are common phrases where we all use all the time.  But I want you to think 

about this for a moment.  Our sin is in direct opposition to who God is.  His holiness is perfect and 

what we do is appalling.  Our sin is appalling to Him.  And yet in mercy, which is not getting what 

we deserve, God chose to intervene.  What is it that we deserved?  The last word, children of wrath.  

We deserve wrath and it yet it says in God's rich mercy.  Which means abundant, overflowing, 

abounding, mercy.  And here's the great news, mercy that will never run out.  Mercy that will never 

end.  Mercy that completely covers us and His great love.  Not just normal love, not average love, 

but God is the inventor, creator, and sole proprietor, if you will, of love.  Love exist in Him.  He 

is love.  And because of His love, He has chosen to step in and intervene on our behalf.  So, what 

did He do?  Three things.  We find, look, number one, He made us alive with Christ.  I want us to 

remember this.  Salvation is not turning over another leaf, right?  It's not getting a fresh start.  It is 

being brought from death to life.  It is a resurrection that He made us alive with Christ. 

 

Number two, it says, he raised us up with Him.  He didn't just say, “Hey, here's the gift of salvation.  

Good luck.  I'll see you later.”  It says, He raised us up with Him to be connected with God.  And 

then see the third part.  Seated in the heavenly places with Him in Christ.  So, He resurrects us 

from our sin under the covering of Christ's blood.  He connects us to Himself by raising us up and 

then He seats us in the heavenly places for eternity.  Why?  Here's the ultimate, and this is a point 

that I had not fully grasped until this week as I read it.  Verse 7.  Because we generally jump down 

to 8 and 9, their incredible verses.  But look at 7, why did Jesus, why did God do this through 

Christ?  He says this, 

 

 7so that in the coming ages, eternity, He might show the immeasurable riches of His grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

Do you realize that God's purpose in bringing you to resurrection and new life is so that for eternity, 

he can show you the immeasurable riches of His grace and kindness.  God wants bestow on us His 

blessings for eternity.  And the only way He could do that based on our sin is for Jesus to die on 

the cross, be buried in the grave, and be resurrected for us.  That's incredible mercy.  That's 

incredible love.  And then ultimately, how did he do it?  Verses 8 and 9.  For it is by grace you 

have been saved.  Not of works.  It is not your own doing.  For by grace, you have been saved 

through faith so that no one may boast.  Here's the bottom line.  There are a lot of myths in our 

culture that say, if I do enough good things, if I just don't do a certain few bad things, then, the 

Lord will accept me because He's loving God.  You know, everybody goes to heaven.  In fact, 

there there's a whole movement.  It says, love wins.  Therefore, it doesn't matter what you do in 

the end.  God is going to accept you.  We need to understand that there is nothing we can do to 

earn God's favor.  But by grace, which is receiving what we don't deserve, through our faith in 

Christ, God has offered us eternity.  It's this incredible, incredible, beautiful picture of what God 

wants to do in our lives.  If you look at Romans 3:23, it says, the wages of sin is death.  We 

mentioned that, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.  It's a gift that we can accept.  

It's not a work that we can perform.  Now, I want you to notice this.  In verses 1 through 3, man is 

doing all the action, right?  It's all our action in 1 through 3, and it's a disaster, right?  It leads to 

death, it leads to judgement, it leads to wrath.  But in verses 4 through 9, God is now moving.  And 

when God acts, everything changes.  Resurrection, elevation, restoration, and newness of life for 

eternity.  Many of us, we've been striving to achieve something that God says, only I can do 

through faith, by His grace.  So, He shows us His mercy by not pursuing wrath against us.  He 



shows us His grace by offering us eternal salvation.  So, number one, I'm a sinner.  I have a 

problem. 

 

Number two, God through his provision, gives me the right to be called a saint.  But I want us to 

focus in on verse 10.  Because a lot times we stop at verse 9 and we say, “Okay, that's great.  I've 

got it.  I know how to be saved and how to walk with the Lord.  That's great.”  But verse ten is the 

final piece of the puzzle.  Here's what it says. 

 

 10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

I want you to notice that this verse gives us our purpose.  My identity is defined by a purpose and 

that purpose is, I am a servant of God.  Now, the first thing we think of is servant that's restrictive, 

that's demeaning, I'm being lowered.  No, I don't want to be a servant to anyone.  But let me remind 

you of something, okay?  Paul said in Romans, we are either a slave to sin or we're a slave to 

righteousness.  Right, we have a choice to choose because of what Christ has done on the cross.  

But we will be a slave to sin.  We will be a slave to righteousness.  And Jesus said, come on to me 

all you who are laboring and under heavy burden and I will give you rest because my yoke is easy 

and my burden light.  We completely misunderstand what it means to be a servant of Christ when 

we think it's a burden.  When we think it's a restriction.  When it's actually the complete opposite.  

And if we don't come to verse 10 and grasp what God is calling us to as an incredible opportunity 

and blessing, then we didn't get verses 1 through 9.  Because if we don't understand where we 

came from and if we don't understand what Jesus did, we'll misinterpret verse 10.  But I want you 

to look at what he says.  First he says, we are his workmanship.  We are created in Christ for good 

works.  I want you to think about those two words, workmanship and created.  We know God to 

be the ultimate creator.  He is the perfect creator.  He is sovereign.  He is all powerful and He is a 

master craftsman.  What a privilege.  What an honor to be called God's workmanship, right.  Think, 

think about your favorite artist, painter, musician, whatever it is and their incredible work of art, 

right.  We think of the Mona Lisa or some other paintings that that have been revered throughout 

generations.  The God of the universe says, you are His work of art.  You are His workmanship 

that He created specifically with a purpose.  We could go back to Psalm 139.  Where it says, I 

praise You before I'm fearfully and wonderfully made.  All throughout Scripture, God reminds us 

that we are His workmanship.  What are we, what are we created for?  Good works.  What do good 

works look like?  Here's a simple definition.  Doing that which pleases God.  It's pretty simple, 

right?  Doing that which pleases God.  We can go back to the first greatest commandment.  Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.  And the second.  Love your 

neighbor as yourself.  If we live in those, we are doing good works. 

 

But I want to give you three categories because I think sometimes we just jump to like a ministry 

service mindset.  I want to give you three categories that should be included when we think about 

idea of good works.  And the first one is this, holiness.  Holiness.  If we go back to verses 1 through 

3, we realize our problem is we're not holy, right?  In verses 4 through 9, God creates the 

opportunity for us to live in holiness.  In verse 10, He calls us to good works.  And one of those 

good works is to live in holiness.  Scripture says, for without holiness, one will see the Lord.  Be 

holy for I am holy.  So, we've been called to holiness.  It is a good work that is required of us as 

believers.  But not only is it required, it's an incredible benefit and blessing to our lives.  Number 

two is this, worship.  Number two is worship.  Sometimes, we don't think of worship as a service 



or a good work.  But our worship says, God inhabits the praises of His people.  I can guarantee 

you that as we sang this morning and our hearts were in tune with the Lord, God was pleased with 

our worship.  And it's not just singing songs on a Sunday morning.  It's a genuine attitude of 

thankfulness and praise and joy for who God is in our lives.  I want to read to you, and Daniel read 

this this morning in the welcome, which was not planned but it's incredible how God designs these 

things.  1 Peter 2:9, the last verse he read, 

 

 9You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of His own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His  

marvelous light. 

 

What is our calling?  As God has set us up, a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.  Why?  

So that we may proclaim the excellencies of Him who brought us out of death and into light.  What 

an incredible privilege it is to be one who proclaims what God has done.  Because He's done it in 

my heart and in your heart.  And then number three is simply ministry.  Pointing others to Jesus.  

Matthew 5:16.  You know this verse.  It says, I love when I get to verse and then I have a brain 

cramp.  So, I'm going to flip over there. 

 

 16Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your 

Father in heaven. 

 

Just need a little primer, right?  Let your light so shine before men that they may see what?  Your 

good works.  Same phrase, same meaning, in Matthew 5:16, that we see Paul use here.  We are 

called to show forth the glory of God so that others will return to Christ.  That maybe as simple as 

mowing your neighbor's yard, right?  That maybe taken out the trash.  That maybe sharing the 

Gospel with a friend.  Let me be praying for a neighbor who's in the in the hospital.  There's so 

many ways that we can do ministry.  But our good works should include holiness, worship, and 

ministry.  When we do those things, and then, I want you to see how this passage ends.  He created 

these beforehand so that we may walk in them.  What is that word walk mean?  Here's a few 

definitions.  To conduct ourselves, to be occupied with, or to practice.  A simple, a simple concept 

will be this, the regular pattern of your life is your walk.  It's active, it's continual, and it's 

directional, right?  It's not passive.  Someone's not carrying me, right?  It's continual.  It's not a 

stop and start.  Okay?  And it’s direction.  I am going somewhere in that direction is God’s will 

and God’s glory.  So I want to read to you just a few examples throughout Scripture where this 

concept of walk in Christ is.  Watch this.  Walk in newness of life.  Romans 6:4.  Walk properly 

as in the daytime.  Romans 13.  Walk in the Spirit.  Galatians 5.  Walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling.  Ephesians 4.  Walk in love.  Ephesians 5.  Walk as children of light.  Ephesians 5.  Walk 

in Jesus.  Colossians 2.  Walk in wisdom.  Colossians 4.  Walk in truth.  2 John 1:4.  So, this pattern 

of good works is not a one-time thing.  It's not a sporadic occasion.  It is to be the pattern of our 

lives. 

 

So, we have a problem?  I'm a sinner.  God gives a provision.  I'm a saint.  And God creates our 

purpose, says, I am a servant.  And here's what I love about verse 10.  We mention in 1 through 3, 

I’m making a mess of things.  4 through 9, God is redeeming man.  But in 10, I, through the power 

of Christ in me and working alongside God for His glory because of what God did in Christ in me,  

now, I get to join him in his work where before I could do nothing.  Now, I can do all things 

through Christ who gives me strength.  This is the promise and the privilege that we have as 



believers.  So, when we walk in good works, we should and will experience joy, contentmen, and 

peace that the world cannot offer.  We think it's a burden.  God says, you've missed the point.  My 

yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

 

I want to challenge you this morning to evaluate as we come to a conclusion.  Three questions.  

First question is simply this, in your life, are verses 1 through 3 past tense, or present tense?  Can 

you say, I was a child of wrath?  I was dead in my transgressions and my sins.  Or are you still at 

a point where that’s the reality of where you live?  Because you’ve never made a decision to 

surrender yourself and accept the free gift of salvation that God offers as we find in verses 4 

through 9.  If that's you this morning, I would encourage you.  If the Lord is speaking in your heart 

and saying, I've never moved from verses 1 to 3 to verses 4 through 9.  Today, there's no better 

day.  January 1st, what a great day to begin a relationship with God.  Today can be the day of your 

salvation.  If you're watching online, if you're here in the room and you say, I've never surrendered 

my life to Christ.  I've never accepted that gift.  I encourage you morning, make that decision.  If 

you're here today at the end of the service during our decision time, come down and speak to one 

of us.  We'd love to talk to you about what it means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Here's number two though.  If you find yourself verses 4 through 9, you're like, I understand the 

truth of salvation.  I understand what Christ did.  I've accepted it.  I believe it but I'm still struggling 

with doubt.  I'm still struggling with shame.  I'm still struggling with fear.  Satan has wrapped me 

up in lies that are holding me back.  I challenge you and encourage you this morning.  Remember 

who you are in Christ.  Do not let satan hold you back from the position that God has given you 

as a saint.  You were dead in sin, you're alive in Christ.  You were a child of wrath.  You are a 

child of God.  You walked in the flesh but now, you walk in the Spirit.  You were influenced by 

the world but now, you are an influencer in the world.  Do not let satan limit what God has done 

in you today.  Maybe you just need to come at the altar and pray.  Maybe you need to take someone 

out and say, I need encouragement.  I need direction.  Maybe you just need to release something 

to the Lord this morning.  But if that's you today, get free from that doubt and that shame and that 

burden that satan is trying to hold you down.  And then, finally, simply this.  How well are you 

living out the purposes of the good works God has called us to?  In holiness, in worship, and in 

ministry.  And here's one thing I might encourage us, families, as discipleship groups, maybe even 

this week, that you take time to sit down as a family and go, let's evaluate as we leave 2022, we 

move into 2023.  How are we living out God's purpose as a family?  Walk through those specific 

areas.  Give me a chance to walk back and go, let's look at sin and what that looks like in our lives 

and take advantage of this foundational principle this year. To start off 2023, moving toward full 

commitment and service to the Lord.  Because we live in a world that is looking for safe spaces.  

That's a that's a buzz phrase in our in our culture but I want you to get this.  There is no greater 

safe space in this world than living in the center of God's will.  If we walk in the center of God's 

will in 2023, everything else will fall into place as God designed.  All things work together for the 

for good to those that love the Lord and are called according to His purposes.  Let's strive to live 

in who we are and live out what we're called to do this year. 

 

Let’s pray 

 

Father God, as we come to the close of one year and begin a new one, Lord, we just pray that as 

we look forward to 2023, God, You would stir our hearts.  I do pray Lord, if there's anyone in this 

room or anyone watching that has never moved beyond being dead in their transgressions and sins 



that today, Lord, they would seek You.  That they would see the truth and You would move their 

hearts to Your Spirit.  God, I pray if there's anyone that's burdened and struggling, weighed down 

in guilt and shame.  God, that You would bring them that sense of forgiveness comfort that only 

comes through the gift of Jesus Christ.  And they would realize their identity as a saint.  And God 

help everyone of us as we move into a new year, strive to live perfectly and completely as servants, 

removing any idols in our life that hold us back from glorifying You.  We pray all this in Jesus 

name.  Amen. 


