
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Long Story Short Series 
Knox Presbyterian Church 
Week 8: Kingdom 
 

This week, groups should discuss week 8, ‘Kingdom, and prepare for week 9 by reading 
Scripture on “Warning.”  
 

1. As usual, check in with your small group. What’s happened since the last time you 
met?  Share joys, concerns, and updates.  

2. Our Scripture for this week is 1 Samuel 8. This tells the story of Israel’s elders 
approaching Samuel and asking him to appoint them a king. Read it out loud and 
reflect on it. What strikes you? What questions do you have? 

3. 1 Samuel 8 predicts that future kings of Israel will use their power to enrich 
themselves and feather their own nest. One theme of this week’s sermon is the idea 
that fallen humanity, in general, uses power to serve itself. What do you make of this 
idea? Do you think it’s true? Do you see examples of that in the world around you?   

4. Another theme of this week’s sermon is the idea that redeemed humanity uses 
power to serve others. We see this most clearly in the life and ministry of Jesus, who 
sets a different example for what kingship and the use of power should look like. (See 
Mark 10.35-45 for more.) What do you make of Jesus’ understanding of power and 
greatness? Do you think power can be redeemed, or is it always suspect? 

5. What does it look like to use power for the sake of others, rather than for oneself? 
What are some examples of this, from your own life or the world around you? 

6. Reflect on your own life and think about where you have been entrusted with power. 
It might be at work, at home, at church, or in the community. How can you use this 
power to benefit others? What would it look like to use that power to benefit others? 
Share with your group and pray together.   

 
  
 


